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PREFACE. 
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In adapting the following work to the Liturgy of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States, some 
things have been omitted, some added, and other slight 
changes have been made — changes, however, in no degree 
aifecting the substance of the author's views. The book 
was written by Mrs. Jane Bowles, the widow of an English 
clergyman, and simply aims, as she says in her preface, 
" to point to the peculiar beauties of the Liturgy, whose 
expressive simplicity makes explanation superfluous, whose 
best commentary is an awakened conscience and a loving 
heart." 

It is a book which, in the judgment of the present writ- 
er, can not fail of being useful to the members of our 
Church, or of commending its worship to all who may be 
induced to read it. It notes and brings out as far as it goes 
the truth embodied in the Prayers* of the Church. It 
is meet and right to regard those prayers as beautiful in 
spirit and style, and happy in arrangement ; but it is bet- 
ter to regard them as full of holy truth. " Prayer is the 
soul^s sincere desire," but desire which does not spring 

* All denominations of Christians have their Prayer-books, for what Is 
a hymn-book but a collection of forms of prayer and praise ? To reject a 
Liturgy on the ground of scriptural unlawfulness is inconsistent with the 
use of a hymn-book. To be consistent, extemporaneous hymns only should 
be sung. 
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from, and is not sustained and directed by truth, is utterly 
valueless. It is mere sensation, and ends where it begins, 
in the flesh. It is mere excitement — ^heat that scorches 
and blights, rather than vivifies and renovates. The high- 
est end of prayer is sanctification. * * Sanctify them through 
thy truth," was the prayer of Jesus for His disciples, and 
truth can sanctify only as it is brought by the Holy Spirit 
into contact with the mind and heart. There can be no 
prayer without desire, without feeling ; but it is a great 
practical evil to think that we are, in the first instance, to 
be moved to prayer by feeling. 

Yet how often is this the case ! And what is the conse- 
quence ? TVe do not pray at all, or if the attempt be made, 
we soon grow weary and abandon all efibrt Our feeling^i 
vary — ^sometimes seem utterly dead. What are we to do ? 
To wait for feeling to rise in the cold, dead heart ? We 
shall wait forever — not one right feeling, not one spiritual 
emotion can our own hearts originate. It is truth only, 
truth as it is in Jesus, that can produce a right feeling — 
spiritual holy emotion in the soul* Praise is a part of 
prayer : it is prayer perfected : it is as the iowermg Jlame 
of the burning fuel on the altar. And with prayer per- 
fected into. praise all heaven glows. There, is deep out- 
gushing feeling, swelling and sounding as mighty waters ; 
but it is the truth as it is in Jesus — ^gloriously manifested 
truth, beaming into every eye firom the eye of Jesus, and 
pressing with mighty and delightful energy upon every 
heart ; it is the truth as it is in Jesus that inspires the feel- 
ing, and lives and breathes in their every song. And just 
in proportion as divine truth influences our feelings, will 
the services of the Church below resemble those of the 
Church in heaven.* 



* " Feeling is destined to be subservient to truth, and to live in it as its 
element forever." — Hmcel. 
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I would not for a moment be thought to advocate a 
formal, cold-hearted, feelingless religion. God forbid ; for 
we are creatures of affection, as well as of rational, contem- 
plative powers. I do not forget that promise of the Lord, 
" I will make them joyful in my house of prayer ;" but, at 
the same time, it can not be concealed, that there is a sort 
of feeling which has come to be considered an essential 
part of prayer, but which is not legitimately joyful. With 
this our Liturgy has no sympathy. It is a sort of feeling 
which the Liturgy rebukes and represses.* In this it acts 
like the Lord's Prayer — the model in spirit, thought, and 
manner, of all true prayer. All loud, and noisy, and ex- 
cited feeling is instantly hushed by the Lord's Prayer, and 
all attempts at high-wrought and lofty imaginings are 
arrested and subdued by it, thus showing us that " prayer 
is a simple thing — as simple as the expression of a child's 
desires whispered into the ear of a kind and watchful fa- 
ther.'* Yes, "bathed in heaven,'* the prayer which Jesus 
gave us comes to us, distilling dews of grace gently, silently 
It stills the soul, not into apathy or deadness, but into holy 
solemnity and thoughtful repose — ^a state of heart in just 
accordance with the stillness, depth, and mystery of that 
divine and spiritual life of the believer, which Scripture 
denotes with an emphasis peculiarly its own, as " our life 

* In this, among other reasons, the Church prayers and services are pe- 
culiarly suited to the condition and necessities of the uneducated of what- 
ever class. They are, in a remarkable degree, the creatures of impulse. 
Their feelings are easily wrought upon. They are tempted, and too often 
taught, it is to be feared, especially by preachers of as little culture as 
themselves, to think that religion consists in emotion. Dut here, as has 
been observed in another connection, though clearly applicable in this, 
" conscience is not permitted to find an Intoxicating draught, even in spir- 
itual excitement, or an anodyne in glowing imagery. Guilt and its punish- 
ment, pardon, and spotless purity, death and eternal judgment, here stand 
out perpetually in bold and strong]: relief." 
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hid with Christ in God." In connection with this, the 
peculiar spirit and tendency of the Liturgy, another thing 
may be remarked. It, as also the Lord's Prayer, supplies 
a test by which to try our spirit in prayer, whether it be of 
the Lord or of sense. We sometimes hear an extempora- 
neous prayer. It is what is called — unmcetly for such an 
exercise — ^an eloquent prayer. We are pleased, interested, 
excited, by what ? Strip the prayer of its newness and 
eloquence, reduce it down to the naked truth it may have 
involved, and let it be offered by a man who is not eloquent 
in words nor flowing in utterance, where is our feeling ? 

It is to be feared many deceive themselves in this matter. 
It is a deception to which Episcopalians, to whom alone 
these observations are addressed — others, I presume not to 
advise, much less to judge — it is a deception, to which th^y, 
who are but occasionally thrown in the way of extempora- 
neous services, are especially exposed. They are apt to 
think they are praying, when perhaps they are merely 
pleased, interested, excited by something which to them Ls 
new — ^by the manner and powers of the preacher. Now, 
approach the Lord's Prayer, or the Liturgy of the Church 
— ^are we interested, engaged? Do we feel? Are our 
hearts drawn to the Lord, as we hope, in humble, grateful, 
spiritual communion ? There is here no novelty — no un- 
wonted material to induce a new sensation — no unusual or 
exciting agencies — nothing, but what we are familiar with 
by long use. Hence, then, we may feirly, though certainly 
not infallibly, conclude, that it is simply the truth — in- 
volved in the Lord's Prayer, and wrought into, and all over 
the daily Church prayers, and pervading, indeed, the whole 
cycle of her annual services, begun and continued endlessly 
with Jesus, His grace and truth — ^which the Divine Spirit, 
the Spirit of Truth, the gloriticr of Jesus, hath taken and 
shown unto us, and, by means of this, hath become to us 
the " Spirit of irrace and of supplication." 
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One thing, at all eyents, is certain, that as "Jesus once 
suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might 
bring us to God," so prayer is, through the atoning death 
and renewing spirit of Jesus, the means, instrumentally, of 
effecting the high and blessed consummation — the restora- 
tion of the wandering, lost soul of man, to the bosom of 
that God who is love, and to that state which is holiness, 
happiness, and peace. I^ instead of this, " mere excite- 
ment be the end of prayer — the boundary in that direction 
of Christian experience — then, beyond a doubt, the com- 
paratively settled ministrations of the Church are not com- 
petent supplies for that end. There is a steadiness, a calm- 
ness, and a chastenedness, about the ministrations of the 
Church, if the end in view be holiness, be gradual conform- 
ity to Him who is never excited, but whose very essence is 
tranquillity — if the end be conformity to God in righteous- 
ness and true holiness, then it is a quiet, calm, sober, and 
chastened end ; and, to the attainment of this end, the 
ministrations of the Church are peculiarly and blessedly 
adapted."* 

But I will detain you no longer from our author's " re- 
flections." They are again commended to you, with the 
prayer that the Lord, the Spirit, may make them useful to 
you. And, with respect to the Church at large, I am sure 
you will join with me in the ejaculation of the English 
Liturgy, unhappily, I think, omitted in ours — Endue thy 
Ministers with righteousness^ and make thy chos&n people 

joyful 

Joseph R. Walker. 
Beaufort, S, C, 1859. 

* n. McNeile. 



PREFACE TO ENGLISH EDITION. 



-♦ • ♦- 



The design of the writer in undertaking the following 
pages, was neither to add to, nor take from, the venerable 
structure raised in oijr land by holy men of old, but simply 
to point to its peculiar beauties, which, because open to the 
examination of all men, are (owing to the perverseness of 
fellen human nature) on that very account noticed and 
meditated upon by comparatively few. The impressive 
simplicity of the Liturgical prayers makes explanation su- 
perfluous, where the mind is honestly given to their inves- 
tigation. The best commentary upon those invaluable 
compositions is an awakened conscience and a loving heart 
But because, in too many instances, words which have 
been carelessly repeated for a succession of years, fail to 
communicate the depth and fullness of their meaning to the 
renewed mind ; it is hoped that the present attempt to lead 
such minds to the quiet and candid contemplation of their 
excellence, may be blest by Him, the spirit of whose Holy 
Word is breathed in every line of the worship of Church 
of England Protestants. 

London^ 1838. 
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On opening the Book of Common Prayer it 
is of considerable importance to bear in mind — 
in order, on the one hand, to form a just appre- 
ciation of its merit, and on the other to check 
all insincerity in its use — ^that this vehicle of 
devotion was so designed and arranged by its 
pious and enlightened authors as to be suitable 
only for those who worship God in spirit and in 
truth — or, in other words, for true Christians. 
A design, than which nothing can be more scrip- 
tural; for if "prayer be the breath of new- 
born souls," if prayer be the contrite sinner's 
voice, then reason itself must dictate, that no 
form of prayer can be consistently devised for 
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the impenitent* — ^for those who are dead in 
trespasses and sins. Scripture furnishes none : 
in all the rich and comprehensive provisions of 
mercy, there is no attenuated language — ^no grad- 
uated scale of expression to suit the standard of 
the worldly or lukewarm. Christianity recog- 
nizes no neutral ground ; every individual of 
the human race, must, of necessity, be standing 
ou oiie sideorthe otherof that invisible boundary 
line which separates the world from the Church. 
" All are not Israel that are of Israel." If this 
be so, then the wisdom and knowledge displayed 
in the composition of our Liturgy is undeniable-t 

* It is throughout a Form of Prayer for believers — for the 
children of God. Is it possible to draw up a Christian Form 
of Prayer, for those who are not believers ? for faith is essen- 
tia^ to prayer, (James 1 : 6, *?. Mark II : 24 ;) and no one but 
a believer can worship God spiritually. (Heb. 11 : 6.) There- 
fore to say, it takes for granted that all who join in it are real 
Christians, is just the same thing as to say, that it takes for 
granted what is implied in the very notion of Christian worship 
and no more. 

f Oh I then, how unwise, yea, and what ill friends to the souls 
of men, are they, who would pull. down the Liturgy of the 
Church to the low standard of their owil attainments ; instead of 
endeavoring themselves and urging and helping others, to 
press forward to the high and holy standard of faith and devo- 
tion, which our Church has, with so much wisdom and love, 
set before us. 

I can not think that time and labor lost, which is employed 
iti. attaching more closely to the Church any one of her 
children ; or in enabling any soul to enter more spiritually, 
' experimentally, and devotionally into her services. 
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THE SENTENCES * 

How shall we "solvef the problem of the 
extr«iordinary magnificence of the Jewish cere- 
monial ? All that the arts and opulence of earth 
CGuld contribute, architectural grandeur, sculp- 
ture, the jewels and embroidery of the East, a 
host of minstrels, a whole tribe for the service 
of the altar, illustrated the Temple worship be- 
yond the most prodigal splendors of Paganism. 
Its purpose was thisr— it was designed to fill the 
Jewish mind with the transcendent idea of Him 
to whom that worship was still an unworthy 
homage. But the offering was to the Invisible. 
An image, even the most sublime attempt to 
visibly represent the being of God, would have 
overthrown the intellectual worship, and so far 
restored the old dominion of the sensualnature. 
We can conceive the astonishment of a Pagan 
conqueror, a Pompey or a Titus, when, after 
hastening through marble courts — and passing 
veil after veil, of gold and purple, to wonder at 
tlie overwhelming glory of the idol worthy of ^ 

* Tho three first sentences are not in the English Praycr- 
Book. They are here introduced, with tho accompanying re- 
marks, by the American Editor. 

t Kov. George Croly. 
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such, a shrine — ^he found but the sacred loneliness 
of the sanctuary I" 

The Lord is in His holy Temple. 

Every individual Church is the Lord's temple : 
" Where two or three are gathered together in 
my name, there am I." There He is by tl^e 
sweetest experience of His promises — and there 
He is by the most abundant communication, 
beyond all we ask, of that grace which is requi- 
site for pardon, peace, and holiness. The 
" Church universal" is His temple. When the 
minister rises and proclaims, " The Lord is in 
His holy temple," our faith should expand be- 
yond the immediate Church where we are, and 
we should feel ourselves to be in the midst of, 
and in communion with, the general assembly 
and Church of the first born I And thus placed 
in the midst of His mighty temple — ^the veil 
thereof rent, and the holy of holies, and the 
mercy-seat, and the overshadowing cherubim, 
disclosed — how solemn and appropriate the 
sentence — 

Let all the earth keep silence before 

Him. 

And is there admiring and adoring silence 
in the Church now ? This but anticipates the 
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" silence of all the eartli" — the universal silence, 
and submission, and joy, and intensely interested 
feelings, whicli shall spread through all the 
tribes of men at last — a silence only to be broken 
by the sighs of a penitent world, which shall 
cry, "I have destroyed myself by mine iniqui- 
ties ;" a silence only to be broken by the promi- 
ses of mercy, "I will be merciful to thy un- 
righteousness — and thy sins and iniquities will 
I remember no more ;" a silence only to be 
broken by the voice of praise ascending from 
all people, " Lord, I will praise thee ; though 
thou wast angry with me, thine anger is turned 
away, and thou comfortest me ;" a silence, in 
heaven, for the space of half an hour, only to 
be broken by the song which shall awaken 
every heart and -every voice, "the kingdoms of 
this world are become the kingdoms of our 
Lord, and of His Christ, and He shall reign for- 
ever." And this, the Lord^s millennial glory, 
the Church delights to anticipate. She would 
have it mingle with, and brighten our earliest 
Sabbath-day aspirations; and accordingly she 
goes on to proclaim in the spirit and words of 
prophecy : 

Prom the rising of the sun even unto 
the going down of the same, my name 

SHALL BE GREAT AMONG THE GeNTILES, AND 
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IN EVERY PLACE INCENSE SHALL BE OFFERED 
UNTO MY NAME, AND A PURE OFFERING, FOR 
MY NAME SHALL BE GREAT AMONG THE HEA- 
THEN, SAITH THE Lord of Hosts. 

It is a blessed prospect, thrilling and precious 
to the heart that loves the Lord. In view of 
it, and of the obligations and duties which, in 
connection with it, devolve upon the Church, 
who will not welcome the sentence that follows : 

Let the words of my mouth and the 
meditation of my heart be alway ac- 
ceptable IN THY SIGHT, LORD, MY 

Strength and my Eedeemer. 

The Church may not. inaptly be likened to 
the rising lark. Sight iind sound, the unassisted 
eye, and, the natural ear, may trace her, as 
her first soft notes float on the morning breeze ; 
but in her upward course, sense can no more 
follow her than the grovelling soul of unregen- 
crate man can accompany the true Church, as 
she rises on the wings of faith, into communion 
with the Triune God. But shall the Church 
therefore linger amidst the mists and fogs of 
this lower world? — shall she forego the holy 
joy of expatiating in a world of light? — ^No, let 
her allure the sinner by the sweetness of her 
song and the height of her attainments, and 
thus conivnce him of the inconsistency of his 
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awkward attempts to chime in with, her music, 
while he makes no effort, because he feels no 
desire, and therefore has no power to disengage 
himself from earth. And this is precisely what 
the Church does in these her services ; for she 
breathes here a strain low upon earth ; wooing 
the sinner to listen to her ; stooping to his com- 
prehension, to his fears, to his dullness, that she 
may draw him onwards and upwards by the 
sweet attraction of that full and free forgive- 
ness held out in the sentence she now puts into 
the mouth of her officiating minister : 

When the wicked man turneth away 
from his wickedness that he hath com- 
mitted, and doeth that which is lawful 
and right, he shall save his soul alive. 

Here is a declaration calculated to arouse the 
attention of the most abandoned sinner ; for 
hope is held out to all, and while the banner of 
hope is flying, none can be justified in despair- 
ing. Jesus " ever liveth to make intercession :" 
now is still *' the accepted time:" the Lord Jesus 
Christ is declared to be " our Hope :" as surely 
as he was "the Hope of Israel :" and every sin- 
ner shall assuredly be condemned, who persists, 
like rebellious, unbelieving Israel, in saying, 
" there is no hope." 
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I ACKNOWLEDGE MY TRANSGRESSIONS, AND 
MY SIN IS EVER BEFORE ME. 

IIiDE Thy face from my sins, and blot 

OUT ALL MINE INIQUITIES. 

The SACRIFICES of God are a broken 
spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, 
God, Thou wilt not despise. 

Eend your heart, and not your gar- 
ments, AND TURN UNTO THE LORD YOUR GOD : 

FOR He is gracious and merciful, slow TO 

ANGER, AND OF GREAT KINDNESS, AND RE- 

PENTETH Him of the evil. 
To THE Lord our God belong mercies 

AND FORGIVENESS, THOUGH WE HAVE REBELLED 

AGAINST Him : neither have we obeyed the 

VOICE OF THE LORD OUR GOD, TO WALK IN HiS 

LAWS WHICH He set before us. 

Lord, correct me, but with judgment ; 
NOT IN Thine anger, lest Thou bring me to 
nothing. 

Eepent ye, for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand. 

The sinner has been informed in the Scripture 
quoted, that repentance is necessary to salvation, 
and lest he should mistake the nature of true 
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repentance, and substitute outward reform for 
real change of heart, the above passages are in 
the next place recited, to which, if he give com- 
mon attention, he will perceive, that the effect 
of the contrition there expressed for past trans- 
gressions, will be, to lead him to feel, and to 
acknowledge, that he is without hope in him- 
self, and prepare him, in all sincerity, to use the 
next most affecting words : 

I WILL ARISE, AND GO TO MY FATHER, AND 
WILL SAY UNTO IIlM, FATHER, I HAVE SINNED 
AGAINST HEAVEN, AND BEFORE ThEE, AND AM 
NO MORE WORTHY TO BE CALLED ThY SON. 

But though he should be enabled to do this, 
he must claim no recompense, no reward for his 
repentance ; so far from it he must feel himself 
still deserving of God^s wrath and indignation, 
and consequently will be ready with trembling 
to exclaim : 

Enter not into judgment with thy ser- 
vant, Lord ; for in Thy sight shall no 

MAN living be JUSTIFIED. 

That in the sight of God no man living can 
be justified, is a fundamental truth of revelation ; 
freedom from sin, original and actual, is indis- 
pensable, if by our own works and deservings 
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we would be justified : but St. John tells us in 
the very next passage, that 

If we say that we have no sin, we de- 
ceive OURSELVES, AND THE TRUTH IS NOT IN 
US ; BUT IF WE CONFESS OUR SINS, He IS FAITH- 
FUL AND JUST TO FORGIVE US OUR SINS, AND 
TO CLEANSE US FROM ALL UNRIGHTEOUSNESS. 

First, then, we are sinners ; secondly, sinners 
can not be justified in God's sight; for another 
Scripture saith, " He will by no means clear 
the guilty ;" but St. John, speaking by the Holy 
Ghost, goes on to inform us that. 

If we confess our sins. He is faithful 

AND JUST TO forgive US OUR SINS, AND 
CLEANSE US FROM ALL UNRIGHTEOUSNESS. 

But will a mere acknowledgment of error 
take us to heaven ? will the condemned malefac- 
tor be pardoned by his judge, because he con- 
fesses, and reconfesses his crime ? Surely not : 
an earthly judge may err, but "the judge of all 
the earth " must " do right," and by His perfect 
laws we are to be judged : we have one of these 
laws now before us, in which pardon is clearly 
made to depend upon confession ; but there is a 
reason for its dependence, and ignorance of this 
reason may lead us into the most dangerous 
error. Observe the latter part of the passage, 
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and you will perceive, that He can only be 
" faithful and just" in forgiving us, if we confess. 
The passage of Scripture which throws the 
clearest light upon this apparent mystery, is the 
following: "And Aaron shall lay both his 
hands upon the head of the live goat, and confess 
over him all the iniquities of the children of 
Israel, and all their transgressions in all their 
sins, putting ihera upon the head of the goat^ and 
shall send him away by the hand of a fit man 
into the wilderness. And the goat shall bear 
upon him all their iniquities unto a land not 
inhabited : and he shall let go the goat in the 
wilderness." 

" The scape-goat on his head, 

The people's trespass boro, 
And to the desert led, 

Was to be seen no more. 
In him our Surety seemed to say, 
Behold, I bear your sins away." 

Jesus is "the Lamb of God," the atoning 
Lamb, which "taketh away the sin of the world," 
and whoever has " received the atonement," has 
confessed, and day by day .confesses his sins 
over His righteous head : for when on earth He 
was "once offered to bear the sins of many,' 
and imspeakable is the consolation this truth 
brings to the hearts of His believing people ; 
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for they, " washed" in the blood of Christ, 
"bathed" in the water of regeneration, feel that 
they have escaped from the dreadful judgment 
of bearing their own iniquity, a weight so intol- 
erable, that those who have chosen to retain it, 
are described, as calling upon the " rocks and 
mountains" to fall on them, and to hide them 
from " the wrath of the Lamb," in the day when 
He shall " appear the second time without sin 
xmto salvation." 

* Our faith would lay its hand 
. Oq thftt dear head of thine, 

While deeply penitent we stand, 

And there confess our sin." 

But consoling as is the assurance of the for- 
giveness of sins, the real penitent looks for some- 
thing more; he desires to be "cleansed from all 
unrighteousness;" he longs for that blessing, 
which consists in being " turned away from all 
his sins ;" he is ashamed of his d^ed garments ; 
he desires to have them wdlKl, and made 
" whiter than snow." When Aaron was conse- 
crated to God, by God's own appointment, he 
was commanded to wear " holy garments," for 
the " glory and beauty" of his outward appear- 
ance; the Christian also is set apart for his 
Lord's service ; he is the Lord's, no good works 
can make him more so, but these, while they 
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form the ornaments of his honorable profession, 
are inseparable from his high calling, and ac- 
ceptable to God in the Son of His love. Imper- 
fect indeed, is his sanctification while on earth, 
but still he is advancing, he aims at perfection, 
for his example is perfect. Every one who 
knows any thing of vocal music is aware, that 
in order to sing a high note correctly, the best 
method is to aim at one still higher, one that it 
is apparently impossible to attain; it is then 
easy to return to what before was so difficult, 
nay, so impossible, while there was no otgect in 
view beyond arriving at it. Perfection is evi- 
dently beyond the Christian's reach, but in striv- 
ing after it, he will acquire all that even in this 
fallen world is admired, as " pure, lovely, and 
of good report ;" all in fact that the worldling 
makes the utmost end of his most laborious en- 
deavors ; the morality of the world being but a 
feeble and most imperfect copy of some of the 
details of the litwjof God. 




EXHOKTATIOK 

Dearly beloved brethren. 

The first clause of this exhortation, short as 
it is, contains, or rather alludes to that cheering 
truth in the religion of Jesus — ^that true Christ- 
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ians are brethren. Christ Himself says : " All 
ye are brethren." St. Paul enlarges upon this, 
and shows the still more delightful truth involv- 
ed in it, that Christ is our elder brother, '* the 
first-born among many brethren," bone of our 
bone, and flesh of our flesh, " a brother born for 
adversity." The old proverb says : '* Prosperity 
makes friends, and adversity tries them." Jesus 
is calld a " tried stone." He never leaves His 
friends in affliction, but drawing nearer to them 
than ever, causes " light" to " arise in the dark- 
ness." Blessed be God, there is a " cloud of wit- 
nesses" to testify that Jesus is a tried friend. The 
children of .God are one family, part with their 
Father and Elder Brother, and part preparing for 
the same happiness. In going to meet some of 
our dear brethren, we must necessarily part with 
others: how great, how universal will be the 
rejoicings of that day, when every member of 
the family shall be united. But in the mean time, 
Christ has given us "a new commandment," 
that we should love one another, as He has loved 
us. St. John speaks of this love as a test of 
Christian sincerity. St. Paul exhorts the Heb- 
rews to "let brotherly love continue;" and shows 
by his affectionate manner to the Philippians 
and other converts, that he was himself influenc- 
ed by the same principle ; his words in the 
form of the address alluded to, are nearly the 



THE LITURGY. 25 

same as those upon whicli we have been com- 
menting. 

The Scripture moveth us in sundry 
places to acknowledge and confess our 
manifold sins and wickedness. 

It would not be difficult to bring together a 
vast number of Scripture passages, to prove this 
assertion ; it is sufficient to observe, that the Lord 
has commanded the confession of our sins ; that 
He has connected with it the most |jrecious pro- 
mises ; and that it has been the practice of saints 
in all ages, not only to acknowledge themselves 
sinners in a general way, but to specify their 
" manifold sins and wickedness." Manifold in- 
deed, far beyond the possibility of finite compu- 
tation ! Oh ! what should we feel if our hearts 
were to be analyzed throughout : of how many 
ingredients should we find them composed, 
which we little suspect to be constituent parts ! 
How much more dross could the Almighty 
" Kefiner " piesent to our astonished sight, than 
the very humblest of us has at present any idea 
of! 

And that we should not dissemble nor 

CLOAK THEM BEFORE THE FACE OF ALMIGHTY 

GrOD OUR Heavenly Father. 

This would be as foolish as it would be wick- 
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ed ; the true penitent desires no other cloak but 
the "covering" of God's "spirit," the "wed- 
ding gaxment" of Christ's righteousness. And, 
oh! how encouraging is the fact, that the 
" Almighty Gbd " is "our Heavenly Father," 
and that " like as a father pitieth his children, 
so the Lord pitieth them that fear him." 

But confess them with an humble,' low- 
ly, PENITENT, AND OBEDIENT HEART. , 

How aptly do these words indicate the state 
of heart which genuine repentance induces! 
The expression "obedient heart" is peculiarly 
striking; in the first place, let us observe, that 
there is a special promise of enlightening grace 
to that state of feeling.given by Christ Himself. 
" If any man will do his will (or willeth do his 
will) he shall know of the doctrine." The 
willingness of the heart is what Jehovah looks 
to : He expressly declares this to Moses : " Speak 
unto the children o'f Israel, that they bring me 
an offering, of every man' that giveth it willing- 
ly with his hfeart ye shall take my offering." 
"The love of Christ constraineth us" it con- 
strains us to walk in the narrow way, and that 
way, though narrow in comparison with the 
way of destruction, is yet broad enough to have 
delineated upon it every moral excellence, and 
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every social duty. After Moses had recapitula- 
ed the Lord's many mercies to the children of 
Israel, he added, " Thou shalt keep therefore his 
statutes :" clearly intimating that grateful love 
is the main spring of acceptable obedience. 

** *Tis love that makes our willing feet 
In swift obedience move, 
E'en Satan knows and trembles too, 
But Satan can not love." 

To THE END THAT WE MAY OBTAIN FORGIVE- 
NESS OF THE SAME BY HiS INFINITE GOODNESS 
AND MERCY. 

"We have redemption through His blood, 
the forgiveness of sins," (not according to the 
measure of our repentance, but,) " according to 
the riches of his grace," in whom also, (not wc 
hope to obtain, but,) " we have obtained an in- 
heritance, being predestinated according to the 
purpose of him who worketh all things after 
the counsel of his own will ; that we should be 
to the praise of his glory," by showing forth 
"the praises of him who hath called " us " out 
of darkness into his marvellous light." 

Though forgiveness is, as we have before 
proved, connected with confession, yet infinite 
goodness and mercy are the procuring cause of 
our pardon ; for it is " through the tender mercy 
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of our God " that " the day-spring from on high 
hath visited us," " not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but according to his mercy 
he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, 
and renewing of the Holy Grhost." Q-od's crea- 
tion of us at the first. His present adoption of us, 
His sanctification of us, His final purpose re- 
specting us, all flow from the same source. His 
pleasure — ^the good pleasure of His goodness ; 
and this goes on like a mighty ship, with her 
sails unfurled before the breeze ; the waves of 
this troublesome world roar and swell, but they 
can not hinder her, she is acted upon by another 
power, and to that power the waves themselves 
are in subjection. 

And although we ought at all times 
humbly to ack^ktowledge our sins before 
God ; yet ought we chiefly so to do, when 

WE ASSEMBLE AND MEET TOGETHER. 

For the assembling of ourselves together we 
have apostolic authority, as well as many direct 
and indirect commands of our God, scattered 
through His word : And this going up to the 
house of God has ever been one of the highest 
delights of His people while on earth ; both be- 
cause it is a means of grace, full of joyous com- 
fort and solid instruction, and because it is the 
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sweetest foretaste of the " general assembly and 
Churcli of the first-born which are written in 
heaven." And He who of old said, of the tem- 
ple of God at Jerusalem, " Mine eyes and mine 
heart shall be there perpetually," has since said : 
" Where two or three are gathered together in 
my name, there am I in the midst of them." 
Well then may the believer exclaim, 

" How dear to me the winged hour, 

Spent in TI17 hallowed courts, Lord I 
To feel devotion's soothing power, 
And catch the manna of Thy word." 

To RENDER THANKS FOR THE GREAT BENEFITS 
THAT WE HAVE RECEIVED AT HiS HANDS. 

Here again we obey the injunction of St. Paul 
who desires, that we should ** give thanks always 
for all things :" and " let the redeemed of the 
Lord say so ;" let the tongue learned in the lan- 
guage of heaven tell, with what heart-thrilling 
delight such an one hears His Church reminding 
Him, that He is come to offer His " free-will 
offering " of praise ! And oh ! how encourag- 
ing is it to one conscious that iniquity cleaves 
even " to His holy things," to remember that the 
" free-will offering " of old, which so beautifully 
typified the ** sacrifice of thanksgiving," was 
allowed to be a "blemished" offering: thus 
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may we fearlessly bring our sacrifices, the mean- 
est of them, and lay them as Gideon did, upon 
the " Eock," the foundation laid, independent 
of any sacrifice of ours ; knowing that founda- 
tion to be "the Eock of Ages," and "that 
Eock" "Christ." 

To SET FORTH HiS MOST WORTHY PRAISE. 

If the last clause that we examined seemed 
in a peculiar manner to direct the believer's at- 
tention to the benefits he has individually 
received from his Lord, that now before us is 
rather calculated to fix the mind's eye on that 
intrinsic excellence of Jehovah, which forms 
the burden of a song in which angels and arch- 
angels can join, though they can not respond to 
the praises of the redeemed ones. The angelic 
hosts have no doubt, at present, larger and 
clearer views of this excellence than men, even 
the most holy, because their vision is not obscur- 
ed in any degree by sin ; but perhaps, hereafter 
the saints may be endowed with a mind so com- 
prehensive, as to grasp at one view the glorious 
attributes of God, and the great outlines of His 
eternal plans with respect to the universe. For 
it has been the opinion of many pious men, that 
much of our future bliss will consist in a con- 
stant absorption of knowledge ; and well can 
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we imagine our ]iap|)iness infinitely enhanced 
by the bestowment of a faculty of retaining all 
past acquirements ; our knowledge and wisdom 
growing by perpetual axjcumulation. 

The whole of a Christian's life in his present 
imperfect state, may be compared to the time 
we spend in looking over the index of a deeply 
interesting book, in which we are continually 
delighted by coming to a subject we love, and 
of which we long to know more : for all the 
beautiful works of God, all the wondrous ways 
of His Providence, all the mysteries of His 
word, ferm but the table of contents of that book, 
which the child of God will begin to read when 
his spirit returns to God who gave it ; and which 
he will continue to study through an eternity 
of blessedness. 

To HEAR His MOST HOLY WORD. ' 

An old writer has observed, though quaintly 
and somewhat fiimiliarly, that " notwithstanding 
God Himself has commenced author, yet few 
take the trouble to give His work a reading." 
most marvellous inconsistency I most unac- 
countable infatuation! that those traversing a 
world diarkened by clouds of accumulated sin, 
should neglect, yea, even spurn, that holy word 
which is offered by pitying love, as " a lamp 
imto our feet," and " a light unto our path." 
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And to ask those %things which are 
requisite and necessary, as well for the 
body as the soul. 

These words remind us of what St. Paul says 
to the Philippians : "Be careful for nothing, 
but in every thing by prayer and supplication, 
with thanksgiving, let your requests be made 
known unto God." But when compared with 
the words of Jesus, they are still more deeply 
interesting, because we have the word of Omni- 
potence promising an answer to such petitions ; 
and many examples have we in Holy Writ of 
these precious promises being realized in the 
case of individuals, who, under every variety of 
circumstance, have poured out their hearts be- 
fore Him, who is ever willing to do " more than 
we can ask or think." We will only here ad- 
vert to the remarkable instance of king Heze- 
kiah, whose strikingly beautiful conduct, when 
menaced by the king of Assyria, deserves the 
careful consideration of every Christian ; and 
we have good ground for asserting that all who 
follow his example, may expect the same answer 
of peace, from Him who knoweth indeed all 
that we have need of, and who, we are persuaded, 
will " withhold" " no good thing" from them 
that love Him ; but who nevertheless has said, 
that for these things He will "be inquired of;" 
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and " who that knows the worth of prayer" but 
rejoices in the sweet requirement ? 

Wherefore I pray and beseech you, as 

MANY AS ARE HERE PRESENT, TO ACCOMPANY 
ME WITH A PURE HEART, AND HUMBLE VOICE, 
UNTO THE THRONE OF THE HEAVENLY GRACE, 
SAYING, 

THE OONFESSIOK 

The humility we are here exhorted to is no 
hindrance to a holy boldness in coming to God 
It is the accepted sacrifice once offered, by our 
great " High Priest," which gives us the " sure 
and certain hope," " which entereth into that 
within the veil ;" faith discerns the sprinkled 
blood, and the believer, though ready to repeat 
from the heart, after the minister of Grod, the 
deep tones of repentance and confession which 
follow, yet loses not the truth of adoption amidst 
his mourning for sin, but begins the confession 
by addressing Jehovah as his 

Almighty and most merciful Father. 

But "how shall" God " put" rebellious crea- 
tures " among the children" ? His plan is to join 
them to His "household," and not only so, but 
to adopt them, to call them " children," and 

2* 
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authorize them to call Him " Father," to make 
them His " heirs" and "joint heirs" with EGs 
beloved Son. That the expression "merciful 
Father," gives us a scriptural view of Q-od's 
character, may be abundantly proved: St. 
Paul calls Him " the Father of mercies ;" David 
says, " The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow 
to anger, and plenteous in mercy." But let us 
not forget, that mercy is only one of His attri- 
butes, justice and holiness must not and need 
not be put out of sight; because, though a just 
God and a holy Grod, He is yet " a Saviour." 
He has not only " redeemed Israel," but glorified 
HLuisclf in doing what mortals would have 
deemed it impossible for Him to do, consistently 
with His immutable justice. 

We have erred and strayed from Thy 
ways like lost sheep. 

We can not better illustrate this most express- 
ive clause, than by adverting to the parable 
Jesus spake, of the lost sheep brought to the 
fold on the shepherd's shoulders. Surely every 
believer will apply this to his own case, for he 
knows and feels that 



" Jesu3 sought him when a stranger 
Wandering from the fold of God." 
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And that he never would have been brought, 
had not the Lord Himself snatched him as " a 
brand from the burning ;" and not only has 
Jesus borne him already in the arms of His 
mercy, but promises, " I will bear," (and as He 
knows His people require carrying all their life 
long, He says,) " even to hoar hairs will I carry 
you." But are there any in the congregation 
who feel that they are indeed lost : and, per- 
haps, are almost ready to despair ? let them re- 
member, that Jesus has also said, " The Son of 
Man is come to seek and to save that which was 
lost." He is the " good Shepherd ;" let this in- 
duce those who have not yet entered the fold, 
to surrender their hearts to Him ! He says : 
" Come unto me, all ye that are heavy laden." 
Strange it may seem that so few attend to such 
a call ; but the secret is, that before sinners are 
willing to come, they must be convinced that 
they are "a people laden with iniquity," and 
the Holy Spirit alone can convince of this. 
But let the members of His happy little flock 
recollect that though he " telleth their wander- 
ings," and knows that each one must confess 
with David, " I have gone astray like a lost 
sheep," yet, that He puts their penitential 
" tears" into His " bottle," and can make their 
very deviations from the narrow way, a means 
of causing them to follow more closely in their 
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Shepherd's steps. He reminds them that " when 
He putteth forth His own sheep, He goeth be- 
fore them;" He requires of them to face no 
danger, to endure no hardship, which has not 
first been experienced, yea " overcome" by Him- 
self. It was a custom in ancient times, for the 
king's cup-bearer to taste the liquor before he 
presented it to his sovereign, as a proof that it 
contained no poison, after which the king would 
of course drink it with confidence : when the cup 
of affliction or temptation is given to Christians, 
they are too apt to doubt and fear ; but surely 
all perturbation would cease, could they only 
bear in mind that Jesus Himself has tasted it. 

We have followed too much the de- 
vices AND DESIRES OF OUR OWN HEARTS. 

Where is the sinner who can not add his 
Amen to this ? Every child of Grod, in looking 
back to the life he led in his natural state, whe- 
ther strictly moral, or altogether profligate, will 
feel that its characteristic feature was, a " fulfill- 
ing the desires of the flesh and of the mind :" 
his supreme affections devoted to self and selfish 
objects, and the requirements of his Grod slighted, 
if not despised ; and even after being brought 
to the knowledge and love of His dear Lord, 
how often has " the free and heaven-bom soul 
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stooped" to take pleasure in the unsatisfying 
things of a world lying in wickedness ! 

" Ah 1 ' tis the world enthralls 
The heaven-betrothed breast, 
The traitor sense recalls 

The soanng soul from resL" 

We have offended against Thy holy 

LAWS. 

The first feeling of a convert to genuine re- 
ligion is usually terror, because of the holiness 
of Grod, and the righteousness of His law : but 
by degrees he is enabled to "rejoice at the re- 
membrance of His holiness," and to love the 
law because it is so righteous. 

St. James says : *' Whosoever shall keep the 
whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is 
guilty of all." In the exhausted receiver of an 
air-pump, all bodies fall with the same rapidity ; 
a feather drops as quickly as a guinea : so the 
grossest sinner, and the most punctilious mo- 
ralist, in the sight of God are equally con- 
demned ; it is the atmosphere of a fallen world 
which alone causes the apparent difference. 
Hence, though Christ is sufficient for the vilest 
transgressor, nothing less than Christ is availa- 
ble for any human being. In the law concern- 
ing the offerings for atonement, it was com- 
manded, that neither rich nor poor should give 
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either more or less than half a shekel ; pointing 
most strikingly to the " fall, perfect, and suf- 
ficient oblation and satisfaction for the sins of 
the whole world." This truth established, as it 
must be, in the breast of every saved sinner, 
both by revelation and experience, how feelingly 
will he join with heart and voice in the above 
confession ! for although it may well make the 
unconverted man tremble and despair of en- 
tering the fold by any other way than the one 
appointed " door," which is Christ Jesus: yet to 
those who have been led in by the sovereign 
grace of Grod it presents no terror, but serves to 
bring to their grateful remembrance. Him who 
is " the end of the law for righteousness to 
every one that believeth ;" Him who so magni- 
fied the law, that the believer, endued as it were 
with a new optical power, can see and admire a 
thousand minutiae which the naked mind's eye 
could never have discovered. And each com- 
mandment, when it eflfectually takes root in the 
soil of the human heart, produces its thousands 
and tens of thousands of new duties and corre- 
sponding responsibilities. 

We have left undone those things 
which we ought to have done. 

Men are too apt to suppose sins of omission 
to be of less magnitude than sins of commission ; 
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but there is no scriptural ground for this suppo- 
sition ; on the contrary, not to mention many- 
others, one of the most awful insights we have 
into the judgment of the last day, as contained 
in the parable of the talents, presents the sloth- 
ftil servant, guilty, and condemned, not for any 
actual sin, but for supinely neglecting the means 
vouchsafed him. The true Christian will ever 
grieve for omitting any opportunity, either 
through indolence or cowardice, of glorifying 
his Lord : he does indeed feel that could he do 
all, he would be but an "unprofitable servant," 
how much more when his daily short-comings 
prove how imperfect is his sanctification, how 
cold his warmest love ! he can truly say in the 
words of our Christian poet — . 

" My prayers and alms, imperfect and defiled, 
Are but the feeble efforts of a child ; 
I cast them at Thy feet, my only plea 
Is what it was, dependence upon Thee." 

And we have done those things we 
ought not to have done. 

It is indeed promised to the beb'ever that " sin 
shall not have any dominion" over him, and he 
feels that it no longer " reigns" within him : it 
may be compared to an usurper who had once 
acquired the sovereign authority, but is now de- 
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tTironed; bat who still wanders over every cor- 
ner of that "kingdom of God" which is "within' 
him ; is ever trying to excite insurrection, and 
proves by no means a contemptible enemy. Oh | 
what a day of Jubilee will that be, when this mis- 
chievous and indefatigable opponent shall be ever- 
lastingly expelled the realm ; and every inch of 
ground will manifestly belong to the rightful 
Sovereign ! But in the mean time, the warfare is 
not without its attendant blessing ; it lays the 
believer low in humiliation, making him to feel 
by bitter experience that sin in all its forms is 
native to his heart ; just as in the vegetable world 
some leaves have the latent germs of roots in 
them and some roots the latent germs of leaves ; 
requiring only favorable circumstances for their 
development. This melancholy truth does 
indeed strike to the ground the presumptuous 
notion of man's possessing one particle of inhe- 
rent righteousness : and the conviction of it 
makes the believer long for the day, when he 
shall see all things, his own sins included, put 
under the feet of Ilim, who though He has long 
time holden His peace, yet has appointed a day, 
in which He will "break forth" upon His ene- 
mies. In that awful hour the Lord will 
" spend" His " arrows" upon His enemies : He 
who aforetime laid bare His holy bosom to re- 
C3ive those arrows " winged in heaven" against 



THE LITURGY. 41 

sin, and of which He cried in anguish to His 
Father that they " stuck fast in him ;" the same 
Lord shall arise to " plead" His " own cause," 
and then who shall be able to stand but those 
who, being part of His very self, can not be 
among the hated ones; those whose "Advo- 
cate" He has been during this dispensation, 
pleading their cause continually before the 
throne of Grod. " Lord, thou hast pleaded 
the cause of my soul, thou hast redeemed my 
life," will each of these be able to say in that 
day. Hence the Lord is by the prophet Micah 
represented as, first, the injured party, secondly 
the advocate, and thirdly the Judge : and let it 
be again and again repeated for the present en- 
couragement of every tempted believer, that 
though the devil is our " adversary" and our 
"accuser," yet Christ is our "Judge," our "Ad- 
vocate," who has Himself been our fellow-suf- 
ferer. 

And there is no health in us. 

Sin has not only tainted the great " river" of 
human life, but every little "stream" and 
"pool " has its share in the general defilement ; 
even as when the Lord sent the plague of blood 
upon the waters of Egypt not a single drop of 
that element could be retained in a state of 
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purity. Not a deed, or word, or thought, will 
bear the scrutiny of a heart-searching God. But 
it requires that the heart should have been work- 
ed "upon the wheels" of the great "Potter" 
to come down as low in the valley of humilia- 
tion, as the above clause will bring those who 
understand it. There is no doctrine so galling to 
human nature, as the total corruption and imi- 
versal alienation of man's heart. The moral 
sickness of man is a deadly disease, and can 
only be cured by the immediate power of God: 
the leprosy of old was a remarkable type of it. 
" Lord, be merciful unto me, heal my soul, for 
I have sinned against Thee," will be the prayer 
of every one whom the great " Physician" has 
made acquainted with his dangerous state by 
nature. And when we remember that it is only 
" by his stripes " that we can be " healed," how 
precious must He become to our souls ! This 
view of Him as a healer, is not less encouraging 
to those who have backslidden from Him ; to 
them He says, " Eeturn, ye backsliding child- 
ren, and I will heal your backslidings ;" for these 
are in great danger of despairing and giving up 
all hope. 

When some centuries ago our country was 
desolated by the rapacious Danes, the wretched 
inhabitants, almost exhausted by resistance, be 
came at length willing to gain present ease at 
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any price, and many thousand pounds were ex- 
torted from them by their ruthless oppressors, 
who left them but for a season, and returned 
emboldened by their former concessions to make 
still more exorbitant demands upon the defense- 
less islanders. Satan, like the Danes, "comes 
in like a flood ;" he tries to overawe God^s peo- 
ple to make large concessions, but " we are not 
ignorant of his devices," and every one who 
knows any thing of his own heart, must be 
aware that the more we compromise, the greater 
will be his demands. We should determine 
rather to die, than yield, even for a moment ; 
he would fain make us pass under the yoke, and 
if he succeeds will afterwards taunt us with our 
backsliding, and insinuate that we are past re- 
covery. And when sin has separated between 
"US and our God, and caused us to lose the light 
of His life-giving countenance, how sweet to re- 
member that He can " restore " our " soul ;" and 
oh! how the believer hates those sins, which made 
God's Spirit " mourn " " and drove him from the 
breast." We not only look to Jesus when we 
first come to be healed, we continue looking 
because we love Him : for in " the face of 
Jesus Christ," " the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God " is discernible. It is one of 
His promises to His people that He will "guide" 
them "with" His "eye;" we have only to watch 
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the countenance of our Beloved Friend ; He has 
no need to drive His people, like " the horse or 
the mule," for, as the little insect which Solomon 
commends, the Christian has no need of a " guide^ 
overseer, or ruler," he can not want a " taskmas- 
ter " when he works for love. 

" Would'st thou the life of souls discern ? 
Nor human wisdom nor divine 
Helps thee by aught beside to learn ; 
Love is life's only sign." 

But Thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us 

iriSERABLE offenders. 

Like the Israelites, immediately previous to 
their passage through the Eed Sea, the awaken- 
ed sinner, surrounded on every side with power- 
ful enemies, or insurmountable obstacles, has 
manifestly no help, but from above. He is 
morally unable to advance, or retreat, without 
encountering mountains of opposition, deep 
waters of temptation, fenced cities, or mortal 
enemies ; it is, however, a great blessing to be 
providentially placed, where deliverance can not 
reasonably be expected but from heaven. And 
oh ! the blessedness of being privileged to throw 
ourselves upon the unbounded mercy of our 
God! for His mercy endures "forever," it is 
lasting as eternity, and unchangeable as Him- 



THE LITURGY. 45 

self! We not only here confess ourselves 
" offenders ;" but " miserable offenders ;" all men 
by nature are " wretched, and miserable, and 
poor, and blind, and naked," but God's Spirit 
only can make them perceive it : all misery is 
connected directly or indirectly with sin, and 
just in proportion as sin is subdued in us, docs 
misery depart from us. 

Spare Thou those, O God, who confess 
their faults. 

God has promised to spare those that are His ; 
and not only to "spare" them from the everlast- 
ing punishment which their sins deserve, but to 
spare them as His "jewels ;" to make them shine 
iu His likeness through eternity. 

Eestore Thou those who are penitent. 

How considerately has our Church provided 
for " all sorts and conditions of men ;" hero we 
have another channel opened for the pray- 
ers of a penitent backslider to flow in : while 
the heart of such an one is bleeding for the dis- 
honor which some open sin, or some heart-idol- 
atry, has brought upon the cause of his beloved 
liord, and he is trembling from the guilt he has 
laid on an enlightened conscience, how encour- 
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aging to hear a whole congregation, and to know 
that many congregations are joining, in prayer 
for him, pleading for him, and thereby encour- 
aging him to plead for himself the everlasting 
promises of God in Christ. " According to Thy 
promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus 
our Lord." 

" All the promises of God in him are yea, and 
in him amen." What an encouragement to 
bring them before our Father ; He is honored 
and we are blessed when we ask any thing " ac- 
cording to His will ;" and John by the Spirit 
has declared that " He heareth us," But let us 
never forget that out of Christ there is no pro- 
mise for us. To Israel of old " pertained the 
promises ;" to " the Israel of God," or in other 
words, to the Church of Christ, they now be- 
long ; though not to the final exclusion of Israel 
according to the flesh; they are as truly our 
own as though God had indeed made " a full 
end " of His ancient people ; and the fact that 
they shall ultimately, and nationally, enjoy them, 
interferes in no way with the security of our 
inheritence in " the purchased possession*" We 
are privileged 

*< To call heaven^s rich and unfathomable mines 
Mines which support archangels in their state, 
Our own." .... 
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Yea, OTir own, even now, even here. Oar 
Lord Jesus Christ has been beautifully termed 
"the great store-house of every blessing," and 
Christ is ours ; He is " our portion in the land 
of the living^ Thousands are ready enough to 
think that they would be satisfied with the Lord 
as their portion after death, when all this world's 
allurements are passed away; but oh! how 
small a number take Him for their portion in 
this life I how few make Him the focus where 
every 2*ay of affection concentrates! Let the 
young, the active, the healthful, feel what a 
privilege it is to give their best days to God ; 
and what a miserable offering, to present to Him 
those " evil days," of which they are obliged to 
confess, they have " no pleasure in them ;" is it 
not implying that if they had any pleasure in 
them, God should not possess even the poor 
remnant of their wasted existence. 

And grant, O most merciful Father, for 
His sake, that we may hereafter live a 
godly, righteous, and sober life, to the 

GLORY OF Thy HOLY NAME. AmEN. 

This portion seems to have an evident allusion 
to St. Paul's words to Titus, in that part of his 
epistle where he is showing that it is " the grace 
of God" which teaches us "to live soberly, 
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righteously, and godly, in this present world." 
A formal righteousness and an outward sobriety 
may indeed be obtained by the worldling, but 
that righteousness which flows from godliness, 
and that sobriety which distinguishes the true 
Christian from the intoxicated world around 
him, can only be obtained by the indwelling 
of the Holy Ghost. The summing up of this 
beautiful prayer is particularly worthy of our 
attention and admiration. The ultimate ob- 
ject of all God's purposes respecting both 
His own people, and the world at large, is dis- 
tinctly pointed to, namely, His own glory; that 
great end will be attained, and men and devils, 
however unwilling, will see it attained at " the 
time of the restitution of all things." But it is 
the believer's delight to know it now, and oft- 
tunes to catch a glimpse of its calm and steady 
progress, amidst the "tumultuous motion" of 
this nether world. Every event, however small, 
and apparently insignificant, when considered 
singly, forms in the aggregate, like the grains 
of sand which Jehovah placed "for the bound 
of the sea," a barrier which all the waves of re- 
bellion, infidelity, and apostasy, "though they 
roar, shall not pass over." All things here be- 
low appear to the carnal mind to be turning on 
their own centres ; but believers know that they 
have as certainly another movement, that they 
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are revolving round the sun of righteousness, 
accomplishing the unchangeable purposes of 
Him who is " all in all." In God's providential 
and individual dealings with His people, there 
is often much present obscurity ; His ways are 
high above out of their sight, like a cup placed 
above us, we can only see the outside, we can 
not look into it. And where the Christian can 
not see, he will be content to believe ; but per- 
haps when safely landed on the heavenly shore 
every faithful believer may be favored with a 
sight of the chart by which His own little bark 
was steered, and with delightful wonder may 
mark the track chosen for him by his skillful 
pilot, which saved him from the innumerable 
shoals and rocks, which, had he been placed at 
the helm, would have proved his inevitable de- 
struction. Oh ! may we now, as we read in the 
words of eternal truth the blessings which are 
in store for us at that glorious consummation, 
feel the increasing impetus of grateful love 
urging us on to the fulfillment of God's will on 
earth concerning us, even " our sanctification." 
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THE ABSOLUTION* 

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who desireth not the death 
of a sinner, but rather that he may turn 
from his wickedness and live ; 

Once more we are reminded of our Elder 
Brother. Jesus is gone to His Father, and to 
our Father, His God and our God ; and it is 
only as the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that we can know any thing of God's true cha- 
racter. From a knowledge of that divine rela- 
tionship we can comprehend how God willeth 
not the death of a sinner, and how He opens the 
arms of His mercy, and condescends even to 
entreat sinners to flee from the wrath to come. 

And hath given power and command- 
ment TO His ministers, to declare and 

PRONOUNCE TO HiS PEOPLE, BEING PENITENT, 
THE ABSOLUTION AND REMISSION OF THEIR 
SINS: 

The power and commandment which God has 
given to His ministers may be imderstood by a 

♦ In the American Prayer-Book there is another form of ab- 
solution. It is shorter than the one here noticed. The doc- 
trine of both is the same. On the shorter, therefore, no 
remarks need be made. — Ed. 
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simple-minded Christian, without adducing one 
of those passages upon which the Eomanist 
builds Bis doctrine of the power of the priest to 
forgive sins. Those who have access to the un- 
adulterated word of God must surely know that 
it is the sole prerogative of God to forgive sins, 
and that the full and free forgiveness of all sins 
is a part of that " ministry of reconciliation" 
with which the ambassadors of Christ are in- 
trusted. They are to declare and pronounce 
God's will concerning sinners: to hold out to 
them His precious promises ; to call to the most 
abandoned and say, 

He pardoneth and absolveth all them 

THAT TRULY REPEInTT, AND UNPEIGNEDLY BE- 
LIEVE His HOLY Gospel. 

Here we see faith and repentance, inseparably 
connected. Faith contains the seed within itself 
of genuine repentance, and faith is " the gift of 
God ;" therefore the minister of Christ exhorts 
those around Him to join in asking for it. 

Wherefore let us beseech him to grant 

us TRtJE REPENTANCE, AND HIS HOLY SPIRIT, 

Jesus has most unequivocally promised this 
Holy Spirit to those that ask, and true repent- 
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ance will ever accompany that dove of peacie. 
It is in the day of rain that the bow is seen in 
the clouds ; it is through the agonizingHears of 
sorrow for sin that the token of the covenant ifi 
discovered : any other view, or seeming view of 
it, is false and delusive ; Satan will ever be ready 
to persuade us we may have the bow, without 
the rain; true, without the sun the watery 
clouds would show no bow, but on the other 
hand, the glorious sun shining in all his strengtb 
never produces the bow ; that is caused by the 
sun acting on the rain. Oh ! let us beware of 
stoical indifference to sin, under the semblance 
of full assurance of faith. 

That those things may please Him 
which we do at this present; and that 
the rest of our life hereafter, may be 
pure and holy; 

" Without faith it is impossible to please 
him ?" therefore faith is the first gift God be- 
stows, when He blesses the soul of any son of 
Adam. The expressions, "pure and holy," in 
the latter part of the above clause, should be 
ciirefuUy marked ; let the worldling pause, as 
he uses, Sabbath after Sabbath, these express- 
ive words, and ask himself if he could bear 
the thoughts of this prayer being answered, 
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with reference to himself ? Could he willingly 
part with every pleasure and pursuit, except 
those which are pure in God's sight? Such self- 
examination might, by God's blessing, lead 
many souls to discover the hypocrisy of their 
prayers, and the inconsistency of their lives. 
But to those who "know these things," Jesus 
says: "Happy are ye if ye do them." Oh! how 
^ does the knowledge of the holiest Christian 
exceed his practice! It is related in ancient 
story of some young Athenians, that when one 
of their aged citizens had come too late to a the- 
atrical representation, they so far forgot their 
duty, as to sit close for the purpose of keeping 
him out ; showing, however, that they were not 
totally devoid of feeling, by highly applauding 
those young Spartans who, out of respect to the 
aged stranger, had unanimously risen and pro- 
vided him with an honorable seat, which caused 
him to exclaim : " The Athenians know what is 
right, but the Spartans practise it." How well 
do Christians know what is due to their gracious 
Lord and their brethren whom He loves — ^how 
highly can they extol exalted piety and retiring 
self-denial — but how few among us may not be 
shamed by the conduct of the young Lacede- 
monians, when the last mentioned grace is re- 
quired to be called into exercise. 
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So THAT AT THE LAST WE MAY COME TO 
His ETERNAL JOY; THROUGH JeSUS ChBIST 

OUR Lord. 

We expect not eternal joy for the pure and 
holy life we are enabled to lead, but through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. He, and He alone, is 
our passport into the realms of bliss ; many a 
poor deluded sinner has striven to quiet his 
roused conscience, by a strict and scrupulous at- 
tendance to the forms of religion and the duties 
of life, hoping thereby to purchase for himself 
a place in that world which is desirable only in 
his eyes as an escape jfrom hell : but though all 
the minutiaD of such a life be labored at with a 
self-consuming slavery, it never can, as a whole, 
be consistent or symmetrical. When a skillful 
artist sets about drawing a landscape, he steadily 
fixes his eye on some one point in the horizon, 
which having once determined upon, he never 
deviates from, but makes it the rule and measure 
of his whole work, every line in his picture, 
great . or small, tends to, or is governed by this 
point ; the piece completed, every beholder is 
struck by its symmetry and proportion, but an 
artist only knows the efficient cause of its beauty, 
for he only understands perspective rules. In 
a Christian's life, the religion of Jesus Christ 
should occupy the position of that point in the 
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horizon, and let him ever bear in mind that no 
object is too insignificant to be ruled by it: 
blameless and harmless before men, the very in- 
fidel can not but admire his consistency, but 
none, save those who are wise unto salvation, can 
understand, or intelligibly explain the wonder- 
working cause of what is so admirable. The 
words " eternal joy/' as descriptive of the be- 
liever's future existence, are very emphatic, the 
child of God is the only being who in this vale 
of tears, ever tastes what really deserves the 
name of joy ; the world wonders why Christians 
are so joyful, they know not that the saints do 
on earth begin to feel that joy, which they shall 
unreservedly enter into when the Lord Jesus shall 
pronounce those blessed words: "Enter thou 
into the joy of thy Lord." The happiness they 
feel now is the same in kind, different only in 
degree : the Christian's present view of unseen 
things, is like that of a person looking through 
a telescope, who can not obtain the right focus ; 
every now and then he gets a better view of the 
object of his search, and is constrained to ex- 
claim, How beautiful I but still there is a mist, 
he sees but the outlines of glory. Surely if we 
could get quite the right focus on this side the 
grave, it would be too much, we should never 
be able to stoop, even to the necessary occupa- 
tions of the world ! Hence the wisdom of our 
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now seeing " throngli a glass darkly," and the 
introduction to Him whom our souls love, being 
reserved for the time of our entrance into the 
Jerusalem which is above. 

" Jerusalem I my happy homo I 
My soul still pants for thee : 
Then shall my labors have an end, 
When I thy joys shall see.** 



THE LOED'S PEAYEE.* 
Our Father which art in heaven, 

"My God, my Father, blissful name I 
Oh I may I call Thee mine ? 
May I with sweet assurance claim 
A portion so divine?" 

Oh I how delightful, in the confidence of faith, 
to have entered into the spirit of adoption I to 

* Objection has been made to the Lord's Prayer, or, at least 
to its use at present, that the name and sacrifice of Christ are 
not mentioned in it. As to the name of Christ, docs not the 
prayer stand recorded in His word as His? Is not His name 
thus in it — ^His " image and superscription" upon it ? As to 
His sacrifice and intercession — ^it begins and proceeds upon 
them. For, since man has become guilty before God, God is 
" Our Father in Heaven," only by and through the sacrifice 
of Christ; and Jesus is our brother only as " made of a woman, 
made under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, 
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be privileged to approach Him as our Father, 
who hath " measured the waters in the hollow 
of his hand, and meted out heaven with the 
span;" whom the heaven, and "heaven of 
heavens" can not contain ; before whom angels 
vail their faces ; and " whom no man hath seen 
or can see ;" to approach Him nothing doubt- 
ing, nothing fearing, and receive His " heavenly 
benediction" through the Son of His love I and 
what manner of persons ought those to be, who 
day by day have audience of the King of kings 1 
Eeverence, and godly fear, are perfectly com- 
patible with the fullest assurance of faith, and 
most unhesitating confidence in our Father ; 
thus the consideration that He is in heaven and 
we upon the earth will never damp the fervor 
of our devotions, for Jesus is the connecting 
link between heaven and earth. 



that we might receive the adoption of sons." By Him alone 
have we " access" — ^a ** leading by the hand," a presentation 
unto God, as a Father. And it is indeed an exhilarating and 
sustaining truth, that Jesus, in our nature, still bearing the 
blood-marks of Calvary, owns Himself even in the glory to 
which He has ascended, our near kinsman, our very brother • 
and when we say, " Our Father who art in heaven," catches 
from our hearts and lips the sacred words of His own giving, 
and with the sweetly blended incense of His own merits, 
breathes with us and for us, "Our Father." And so praying, 
and so prayed with, and prayed for, shall not the humble sup- 
pliant be heard ? 

8* 
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Hallowed be thy name. 

" God, how long shall the adversary re- 
proach ? shall the enemy blaspheme thy name 
forever?" "Oh! let the wickedness of the 
wicked come to an end." "Oh! that thou 
wouldest rend the heavens, that thou wouldest 
come down." Such are the feelings of the child 
of God as he travels through this world of re- 
bellion, blasphemy, and wo; he is jealous for 
the glory of his Father, and longs for the time 
which ".the sweet harp of prophecy" has fore- 
told, the time when His holy name shall be uni- 
versally magnified on earth. These heaven-in- 
spired feelings may serve to give us some little 
intimation of the acuteness of that agony which 
the spotless Jesus felt, when in self-denying love 
He left the regions where holiness, " that word 
that sums all bliss," is echoed all around, and 
descended to this unhinged and disorganized 
world. His soul attuned to the high praises of 
God, and accustomed to the full chorus of 
heaven, how must the wrangling, discordant 
voices of men and devils, have jarred upon the 
tender sensibilities of His loving heart! Doubt- 
less His prophetic sight stretched through the 
ages of intervening gloom, and rested on the 
glory which should be revealed at His " coming 
and kingdom," but in the mean time he sought 



THE LITURGY. 59 

consolation in praying that the name of His 
Father might be glorified, and left us an en- 
sample so to do, when He taught us to say, 

Thy kingdom come. 

- For in this comprehensive sentence we recog- 
nize the chief means whereby glory redounds to 
God. 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in 

HEAVEN. 

Here we have the measure of human obedi- 
ence, and the required degree of holiness, both 
referred to the balance of the sanctuary ; that is 
to be the standard in the coming kingdom, and 
no lower standard must be rested in meanwhile : 
for God's law is perfect. He uses it in converting 
the soul, and then presents it to the believer, 
without its curse, as a pattern at which to aim 
with all the faculties of his renewed nature. 
When an immortal soul is bom from above, his 
will begins to be subdued to God's will, and the 
increasing happiness of the individual bears an 
exact proportion to the rapidity with which the 
process is carried on. A late eminent Christian 
exclaimed on his death-bed : " Oh I what a blessed 
thing it is to lose one's will ; since I have lost 
my will, I have found happiness." Few, com- 
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paratively, do perfectly attain to this blessed 
frame of mind while in the flesh, but it is the 
privilege of all : 

" Sweet to lie passive in Thy hands, 
And have no will but Thine I" 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

This petition contains an acknowledgment of 
our constant and entire dependence upon our 
God ; a truth which human nature is slow to 
learn, but when learnt, the helpless soul will 
feel that it is 

** Sweet on His covenant of grace 
For all things to depend."* 

This prayer may also be considered as a com- 
ment on the encouraging truth of Jehovah, 

* We have no right, as sinners, to any thing. Mercy gives 
the "prisoner condemned to die" bread and water; but in 
law he has no right to it. We are " concluded under sin" — 
sliut up unto death as sinners, and have forfeited every thing 
even our daily bread, yea, the very air we breathe. " Appoint- 
ed to die" by law and justice, we live by mere sufferance. It 
is only in Jesus, and as interested in the new and everlasting 
covenant, that our condition is changed. If this be the case, 
if believing in Jesus, we have passed from death unto life, if 
redeemed by the blood of Jesus, and accepted in Him, we have 
received the adoption of sons, then all is ours— ours as be- 
longing to the "mediatorial estate" of Jesus, who is head over 
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being in every sense of the word " The God of 
our life." He sustains our natural life; the 
food we eat is as truly a gift from heaven, as if 
it fell around our dwellings like the manna of 
old ; but there is a deeper meaning in the words 
before us than can be fathomed by the mere na- 
tural man ; and only those endowed with the 
" hidden wisdom " can understand and appre- 
ciate it : Those who are hungering and thirsting 
after righteousness — ^those who have been led to 
look on the Lord Jesus Christ as " the bread of 
life," and the " living water" for which the soul 
pants— as does the chased hart in a dry and 
thirsty land — ^those who have tasted that com- 
munion with the Lord is " sweeter than honey 
and the honey -comb," and consequently do 
esteem it **more than their necessary food:" 
From these hearts will be wafted many a long- 
ing desire for the nourishing and sustaining of 
that spiritual life which the ministOTing hand of 
Jesus can alone preserve, by giving the soul 



all things to tho Cburcb, and with whom it is given to have a 
"joint heirship"— ours, in short, by the most precious of all 
titles, the provision of a Father^s love, the purchase of a 
Saviour's blood, the reward of a Saviour's righteousness. 
*' Our daily bread" how sweet, thus procured, thus handed to 
us ! It is more than angel food. Our daily bread becomes as 
the bread of life : our daily table as the table of the Jjord. 

—Ed. 
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that "bread to eat" which the world "knows 
not o£" 

" These are the joys which satisfy 
The pure and heaveu-taught mind : 
Which make the spirit soar on high, 
And leave the world behind." 

And forgive us our trespasses,* as we 
forgive them that trespass against us. 

This petition implies that relative duties gene- 

* It has been asked, does justification by faith in Christ, 
which brings us unto a state of acceptance with God, and by 
which God becomes in a peculiar sense " our Father," does it 
involve the remission of sins that are not committed as well as 
those that are ? A plain and satisfactory answer is this : " Man 
when he believes in Jesus Christ unto justification is placed in 
such circumstances that he can never sin as he did before 
he passed from death to life, and does not stand, strictly 
speaking, in the presence of God as charged with any sin be- 
fore Him as a Judge ; but he stands in His presence as a Fa- 
ther. As a Father, however, God has many charges against 
His children. Hence the propriety of praying daily, as in tho 
Lord's Prayer, that God, our Father in heaven, would foiigive 
us our sins, though justified by the righteousness of God which 
is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that be- 
lieve.'* And surely if we do indeed love God as our Father, 
if indeed we are in truth His children in Jesus, by adoption 
and grace, and if we have the feelings of children, then wo 
shall hate and shrink from sin, with a deep and holy hatred- 
such hatred as no mere fear of punishment or expectation of 
reward can produce. We will not knowingly and deliberate- 
ly grieve and wound our Father's heart, or bring disgrace 
upon our Father^s name — Ed, 
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rally axe inseparably connected with our alle- 
giance to God. "When a trembling sinner has 
been made to see that there is forgiveness with 
Him, and when he can cherish a good hope that 
himself has been made partaker of that forgive- 
ness ; the first feelings of his unburthened heart 
will naturally be, to forgive the " pence " which 
may be owing to him from his fellow-servants, 
in consideration of the "ten thousand talents" 
from which his Lord has frankly discharged 
him. 

" ransomed sinner I wouldst thou know 
How freely to forgive, 
How dearly to embrace thy foe — 
Look where thou hopest to live!" 

And lead us not into temptation; 

What an affecting proof is this petition of the 
concern our blessed Eedeemer takes in the hap- 
piness of His unworthy people : the fact of our 
being authorized to pray against temptation be- 
ing one of the greatest comforts of those who 
know by painful experience what that terrible 
word imports. The believer knows that his 
Lord can preserve him through every tempta- 
tion, and feel for him and with him in all ; he 
remembers with much consolation, that God has 
promised to " make a way of escape " for each, 
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but still he may legitimately dread the tempta- 
tion : for he knows himself to be " as weak as 
his support is strong," and though not foiled, he 
may be wounded in the conflict : he remembers 
too, that of many of God's dear children it is 
recorded, that they fell in an hour of temptation 
into great sins, causing the way of truth to be 
evil spoken of, and giving the " enemy" great 
" occasion to blaspheme ;" and as every convert- 
ed man feels that he is individually "the chief 
of sinners," because he sees so much more sin in 
his own corrupt heart, than can be exhibited in 
the outward conduct of any fellow-sinner ; he 
knows that there is no depth of iniquity into 
which he may not openly fall, if Jesus withdraw 
His upholdinghand; andpossiblymany of usmay 
remember when we have been led by some dire 
temptation perhaps to the very brink of apos- 
tasy, and having been mercifully restored by the 
good hand of God, have found that it has been 
long before we could regain that calmness and 
equanimity, which so sweetly characterize the 
happy sons of Zion : just as when a severe storm 
has turned a ship out of her course, and lashed 
all the surrounding sea into fiiry, she can not 
recover her steadiness for some time ; but when 
once more pursuing her proper course, she still 
feels the effects of the tempest, and it is too 
probable that her shattered condition will tell to 
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every beholder the tale of her late danger and 
narrow escape. We know not the strength of 
temptation until actually brought into contact 
with it : behold an object at a distance, it ap- 
pears .like a mere speck ; when we come near, 
it is large enough to hide the sun from us: 
temptations seen afar off seem insignificant, but 
as we approach, we find that Jesus will be hid 
by them, unless He is in the zenith of our 
souls, in which case, no trial can even cast a 
shadow I 

" If strong temptations crowd my way, 
And ills I can not flee ; 
Ohl give me strength, Lord, as my day; 
For good remember me I" 

But deliver us from evil. 

To use this prayer with sincerity, we must 
see Him '*who wore the platted thorns with 
bleeding brows," " sitting king forever," " rul 
ing in the midst of his enemies," giving "his 
angels charge" over his "little ones" in all their 
ways, Aiaking the revolutions of empires, and 
the destiny of princes, subservient to the good 
of His beloved Church. We must recognize 
Him as the God-man, the appointed destroyer 
of the works of the devil, and our promised de- 
liverer from sin, that fruitful source of all evil, 
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and the object of His righteous abhorrence. 
"When we can thus conceive of His unlimited 
power, and the universal superintendence, the 
few words before us, uttered in the simplicity of 
faithful dependence, will speak volumes, as they 
come warm from a believer's heart. The re- 
straining of the two-fold evil of a fallen world 
and a fallen heart, will furnish abundant matter 
for the uttered or unexpressed desires of those 
who, " beset with snares on every hand," feel it 
their only security and only consolation that 
the Lord is on their side : to them 

" The ills of every shape and every name, 
Transformed to blessings, miss their cruel aim ; 
And every moment*s calm that soothes the breast^ 
Is given in earnest of eternal rest" 

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

AND THE GLORY, FOREVER AND EVER. AmEN* 

When the name of our Father shall be hal- 
lowed by every pardoned and sanctified sinner ; 
when the kingdom of God shall have fully 
come, and the stamp of God's character shall be 
impressed on all the works of His hands, and 
every imagination of the thoughts of our hearts 
be conformed to His will ; when not only every 
creature in heaven, but those who are on the 
earth also, shall find it their meat to do Hia 
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commandments ; when, enjoying the " bread of 
life," we shall no longer need the daily " man- 
na " of the wilderness ; when there will be no 
trespasses to forgive, no temptation to pray 
against, no evil to be delivered from ; then will 
the whole creation join in a universal chorus of 
praise ; and the grateful and overflowing hearts 
of those who are " redeemed from the earth," 
shall, in the presence of God, in heaven itself, 
amid " the general assembly and church of the 
first-bom," ascribe "blessing, and honor, and 
glory, and power, unto Him who sitteth upon 
the throne, and unto the Lamb forever and 
ever;" and ten thousand times ten thousand 
happy, holy beings, shall echo the loud "Amen" 
throughout immensity. 

O Lord, open Thou our lips : And our 

MOUTH SHALL SHOW FORTH ThY PRAISE. 

Every child of Adam is bom into the world 
deaf to all the offers of a Eedeemer's love, and 
consequently dumb in His praises ; and nothing 
short of the same miraculous interference by 
which our Lord in the days of His flesh, " un- 
stopped the deaf ears," and made "the tongue 
of the dumb to sing," can restore our spiritual 
organs to their proper use. To the calls of an 
ensnaring world, we are not deaf; on worldly 
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topics, we are not dumb ; a most manifest and 
uncontrovertible proof, that those who live and 
die without experiencing any renovation in their 
moral senses, will stand inexcusable at the bar 
of God. But when the Lord has opened our 
lips, when He first puts into our mouth a new 
song, even praises to our God, oh 1 with what a 
flush of happiness will the poor sinner rejoice 
in the exercise of his newly-acquired faculties I 
the feelings with which a fellow -creature natur- 
ally deaf, would be overwhelmed, if suddenly 
enabled to " drink in the sound" of the sweetest 
melodies which earth can afford, is (and, oh I let 
the worldling be persuaded of it) a very faint 
emblem of that which the sinner feels, when 
the accents of redeeming mercy, and the con- 
solations of heavenly love, first reach his 
ravished soul : 

" 'Tis heaven, all heaven, descending on the wings 
Of the glad legions of the King of kings." 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
AND to the Holy Ghost.* 

* Of the several Doxologies, mingled with the "Church 
pRiyers," that which occurs in the anti-communion service is 
not the least remarkable — " Glory be to Thee, Lord." It is 
addressed to Jesus, as the " Lord Christ." The moral law, the 
law of the Ten Commandments, has just been proclaimed, as 
from amidst tlie thunderings and lightnings of Sinai. We 
have, prostrate on our knees, owned our guilt — cried for par- 
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How prominent does our Church make the 
vitally important doctrine of the Holy Trinity ! 
She not only sets it forth in her creeds, support- 
ed by proofs which no professed believer in the 
authenticity of Scripture can reasonably gainsay 
or contradict ; but she ■ mingles it among her 
most touching addresses to the throne of grace ; 
as if to show, both to those who pretend that it 
is a matter of mere opinion, which may, or may 
not, be held with impunity ; and to those who 
look upon it as little more than a form of sound 
words — ^that she considers it the very life-blood 
of all true piety, and the acknowledgment of 
it a most indispensable part of all acceptable 
worship. 

As IT WAS IN THE BEGINNING, IS NOW, AND 
EVER SHALL BE : WORLD WITHOUT END. AmEN. 

" As it was" before this earthly scene of its 
exhibition was in existence; as it "is now," 
though fools deny it, and the wise can not always 
discern it ; and as it " shall be" when " this 

doning mercy and helping grace. The " Holy Gospel " is 
announced — ^the glad tidings of great joy, unto all people, that 
unto us is bom a Saviour who is Christ the Lord I Then how, 
from cheered and thankful hearts, should the song arise— 
" Gloiy be to Thee, Lord 1 Thou art worthy, Lord, to 
receive glory. Thou art worthy — ^for Thou wast slain, and 
hast redeemed us by Thy blood." — Am. Ed. 
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earth shall blaze, and a new world succeed," and 
without one dissenting voice all shall confess it, 
either in songs of praise, or groans of anguish 
through eternity. 

Praise ye the Lord. 

Saith the minister of God. 

The Lord's Name be praised! 

Kespond a band of grateful hearts, who re- 
joice to cast their mite of adoration into the rich 
treasury of eternal praise. 



VENITE, EXULTEMUS DOMINO. 

o come, let us sing unto the lord : let 
us heartily rejoice in the strength of 
our salvation. 

Let us come before His presence with 
thanksgiving: and show ourselves glad 

IN Him WITH PSALMS. 

The love of God in a believer's heart is a com- 
municative principle ; not content with enjoying 
God himself, and employing His own powers 
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and talents for His glory, lie would have all 
around Him to join in this reasonable service. 
"With all the earnestness which a divinely 
awakened affection induces, he exclaims, " Oh I 
come:" for not only "the Spirit," but "the 
Bride," the true Church, says, " come ;" come 
out from an unsatisfying world, every member 
of which, whoever his companions, is a solitary, 
and therefore miserable being ; come join the 
social few, who are rejoicing in Him so emphat- 
ically called, "the strength of their salvation." 
To these it is comfort unspeakable to know, that 
their strength is in Him, and that as certainly 
as they "can do nothing" without Him, so 
surely can they "do all things" when He 
strengthens them, for He says, "I have strength." 
But though helpless sinners are authorized to 
draw at any moment and to any amount, upon 
this inexhaustible fund, yet 

"Bound on a voyage of awful length, 
And dangers little known, 
A stranger to superior strength, 
Man vainly trusts his own." 

For the Lord is a great God: and a 
GREAT King above all gods. 

Here is a truth verbally acknowledged by 
every professing Christian, but practically denied 
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by all, save that happy number who have been 
led by sovereign grace, to "honor" and "fear" 
God, as their "Father" and their "Master," and 
feeling that His greatness and His majesty, in- 
stead of being against them, are for them, and 
having made Him king over all their heart, they 
desire that He should "reign" there, till He 
hath " put under His feet," every earthly idol, 
and every opposing rival; and hence day by 
day, they pray, 

" The dearest idol I have known, 
"Whate'er that idol be, 
Help me to tear it from Thy throne 
And worship onlj Thee." 

In His hands are all the corners op 
the earth. 

In these last days there exists no longer any 
earthly resting-place for the special presence of 
God, save in the hearts of His faithful people : 
and wherever one such heart is found, there is 
a "temple of the Holy Ghost," a more goodly 
building and adorned with ornaments more 
precious, than was its material representation at 
Jerusalem : hence it follows that there is no nook 
or corner of this our world, fix)m whence ac- 
C/Cptable worship may not ascend. Oceans may 
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be crossed, and continents traversed, but it is 
God's world still, for He is King over all the 
earth, and all the comers of it are in His hand. 
An abiding recollection of earth's Proprietor, 
and of His all-pervading presence and universal 
superintendence, would go far towards strength- 
ening the hands, and cheering the hearts of 
those Christians whom God in His providence 
hath removed to distant climes where perhaps 
the Gospel "trumpet" has never sounded, or 
where the sound has degenerated into an uncer- 
tainty more detrimental than silence itself. Such 
a trial is no doubt severe, but let such tried ones 
remember, that though removed from their own 
parish, they are still in the diocese of the " Bishop 
of their souls," and it may be they will enjoy 
more of His presence, where under - laborers 
are few or none, and perhaps will be led to take 
more bold and adventurous leaps in His service, 
when earthly stepping-stones are few and far 
between. 

There flourishes in the East a certain plant, 
whose flowers are of so firm a texture, and their 
petals so compact, that the delicate proboscis of 
the bee could never reach the rich and peculiarly 
abundant treasure, contained in its nectaries ; 
but as soon as the blossom arrives at perfection, 
the plentiful supply of honey exudes, and 
hanging like crystal drops ui)on its soft sur- 

4 
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fece, seems to invite the industriotis insect to 
" eat and be satisfied," not only " without money 
and without price," but without the ordinary 
means, necessarily employed, in other cases, to 
reach the rich repast ! Now if nature's ever- 
watchful Author and Sustainer so wondrously 
and (speaking after the manner of men) so in- 
geniously brings the honey to the bees' mouth, 
shall we doubt that when one of His own 
dear children is providentially deprived of the 
means of grace, He will not " much more" feed 
him? 

And the strength of the hills is His 

ALSO. 

This little^ sentence may remind us of a pas- 
sage in the book of the prophet Jeremiah : 
" Truly in vain is salvation hoped for from the 
hills, and from the multitude of mountains, truly 
in the Lord our God is the salvation of Israel." 
The Lord would have us remember, that what- 
ever means of safety He vouchsafes to bestow, 
yet "salvation" temporal, as well as eternal, 
" belongeth unto the Lord." 

The sea is His, and He made it. 

Every thing in nature reminds the believer of 
his absent friend; the natural man may take 



THE LITURGY. 75 

pleasure in " considering the lilies" or " behold- 
ing the fowls of the air," but the Christian's de- 
light in doing so, chiefly arises from knowing, 
that he thereby obeys the injunction of his dear 
Lord. " Whoso is wise, and will observe these 
things, even they shall understand the loving- 
kindness of the Lord." The Psalmist has been 
dwelling on God's providential deaUngs with 
His people, and that evidently with sincere de- 
light, and then by an easy transition he lights 
upon another subject which seems equally to 
warm his heart ; it is the wonderful and beauti- 
ful works of creation, and all those natural phe- 
nomena, which millions of intelligent beings 
pass by without observing, or at least without 
noticing in a right spirit ; the consequence is, 
few can follow the heaven-inspired bard in his 
rapturous description of creation's loveliness, or 
descend into the feelings of humiliation to which 
such contemplations lead him ; and few there- 
fore "understand the loving-kindness of the 
Lord." But to those who do observe these 

things, 

" The meanest floweret of the vale, 
The simplest note that swells the gale 
The common sun, the air, the skies, 
To him are opening Paradise.^' 

ff there is one natural object above all others, 
which for its magnificent greatness and ever- 
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varying interest, is calculated to arrest the at- 
tention, and lay hold of the feelings of a think- 
ing man, that object is undoubtedly the wide 
expanse of ocean: 

*^ Great ocean ! strongest of creation's sons, 
Unconquerable, unreposed, untired, 
That rolled the wild, profound, eternal base, 
In nature^s anthem, and made music^ such ■ 
As pleased the ear of Grod I original, 
Unmarred, unfaded work of Deity.** 

And His hands prepared the dry land. 

Yes, the hands of Jesus prepared it, for " all 
things were made by him," and if the light of 
revelation enables us even now to trace, in this 
polluted world, the fine touches of His " fingers," 
it also enables us in some degree to conceive 
what its beauty must have been before Satan's 
cruel handling had brushed away its early bloom. 
For still, still it possesses 

" Ten thousand charms which only fools despise^ 
Or pride can look at with indifferent eyes." 

O COME LET us WORSHIP, AND FALL DOWN ; 
AND KNEEL BEFORE THE LORD OUR MaKER. 

Is it not wonderful that any can self-indul- 
gently sit after this ? Does the heart beat with 
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delight, and the tear of love start into the eye, 
as we rush forward to meet an earthly friend? 
and shall we have no affections moved at the 
thought of entering into communion with Jesus ? 
Shall we not rise up to meet our God ? Jesus, 
" our Maker," when He tabernacled among us, 
knelt, as 

" Cold mountains and tlie midnight air. 
Witnessed the fervor of His prayer" — 

and saints in all ages have done likewise. Ezra, 
in recording the manner and matter of his sup- 
plications at the throne of 'grace, says: *'I fell 
upon my knees, and spread out my hands unto 
the Lord my God." And of Solomon it is said, 
" He arose from before the altar of the Lord, 
from kneeling on his knees, with his hands 
spread up to heaven ;" and of St. Paul, we read, 
that being about to part with some of his be- 
loved people, "he kneeled down and prayed 
with them all." 

For He is the Lord our God: 

" God, Thou art my God, early will I seek 
Thee," responds the affectionate Christian. The 
spirit of adoption so continually coming upon 
us in the course of our beautiful Service, is like 
the frg^rance of some lowly flower, whose pre- 
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sence we can not but recognize, though it is 
never forced upon our notice. It is unadmired 
and disregarded by the passing crowd, while it 
is refreshing and delighting the children of the 
kingdom. 

And we are the people of His pasture, 

It is promised by Jesus to those whom He 
saves, that " they shall go in and out, and find 
pasture," and as "He is faithful who has pro- 
mised" this, His people can say, in the midst of 
" the waste howling wilderness," " He maketh 
me to lie down in green pastures, he leadeth 
me beside the still waters." These expressions 
beautifully point to the peaceful enjoyment of 
feeding on God's promises, and being led by 
His Spirit. 

And the sheep of His hand. 

" All his saints are in thy hand," said Moses, 
and Jesus Himself makes this sweet addition : 
" Neither shall any man pluck them out of my 
hand." Oh ! the immutable security of the peo- 
ple of Grod ! " Who is he that can harm" them, 
when Jesus is their shepherd, their guardian and 
guide ? Among the many characters and titles 
which our Lord assumes, in order to make His 
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preciousness more intelligible to us, there is per- 
haps none more expressive, more comprehensive, 
or more endearing, than that of *'the Good 
Shepherd." Our Lord is repeatedly brought 
before us in this character, both in the Old and 
New Testament : sometimes in a manner so ex- 
plicit as to need no comment, and sometimes by 
indirect allusions, as in the following promise 
given by the mouth of the prophet Ezekiel : "I 
wiU cause you to pass under the rod, and I will 
bring you into the bond of the covenant;" 
which has been thus rendered : " I wiU take the 
same care of you, as a good shepherd does of 
his flock, which he numbers and accurately sur- 
veys, by making them pass under his rod or 
crook one by one." "And the sheep follow 
him for they know his voice ;" and their prayer 
is, "Let me hear thy voice, for sweet is thy 
voice;" "Cause me hear it;" ** Blessed is the 
people that know the joyful sound," now for 
they shall recognize it again in that day, when 
" all that are in the grave shall hear" it : for 
when He "shall show the lighting down of 
his arm, with the indignation of his anger, and 
with the flame of a devouring fire, with scatter- 
ing, and tempest, and hailstones," He will also 
" cause his glorious voice to be heard," which, 
while it strikes terror into the hearts of His 
enemies, will draw from " His own sheep" the 
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" Eabboni" of fitithful " Mary," and enable them 
to hail Him without one remaining doubt, as 
their " Lord" and their " God." 

O WORSHIP THE Lord in the beauty of 
holiness; let the whole earth stand in 
AWE OF Him. 

"If by the * beauty of holiness' we are to un- 
derstand the * Holy of holies,' we have here an 
invitation * to the whole earth to enter' by the 

* new and living way,' opened, even in David's 
time, to the vision of faith and worship in the 
temple of his grace — the very * beauty of holi- 
ness,' because of the presence of Jesus, the 

* brightness of his Father's glory, and the ex- 
press image of his person.' Or if by the * beauty 
of holiness' we are to understand * holy orna- 
ments,' then the thought may be this, that as 
the priests of old were not to enter on their sa- 
cred functions, but as clad in the robes, and or- 
naments, which by divine appointment, belonged 
to their office, so the royal priesthood under the 
Gospel, who are none other than true believers, 
are not to draw near to God in the exercises of 
New Testament worship but as clad in the 
righteousness of Jesus, and adorned with those 
graces of the divine Spirit, without which there 
can be no real communion with that holy and 
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blessed Majesty who will be worsbipped in spirit 
or in truth." A solemn and awakening thought 1 

For He cometh to judge the earth, and 
with righteousness to judge the world, 
and the people with his truth. 

[ Then shall follow a portion of the Psalms 
as they are appointed : after which the Gloria 
Patri, or else the Gloria in Excelsis as follow- 
eth:*] 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS. 

An echo — an echo from the depths of re- 
newed hearts — ^but " an echo," as has been beau- 
tifully said, " must have a sound to awake it ; 
and the sound which awakes love to God in the 
bosom of fallen man, is a sweet sound from 
heaven which jBills him with the assurance of 
the Holy Ghost on his soul that God loves him 
— ^we loved God because He first loved us." 

The enmity of our hearts slain by the Spirit, 
and by means of the dying love of Jesus, justi- 

* The Gloria in Excelsis is confined in the English Prayer- 
Book to the Communion Office, and consequently it is not the 
subject of any reflections by our author. The above reflec- 
tions are added by the American Editor, 

4* 
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fied by faith, and having peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, we shall yield gladly, 
and, as by the instinct of a new and grace- 
formed nature to the deeply impulsive spirit of 
the Church in this noble song. 

Glory be to God on high, and on earth 
peace, good will towards men. 

And mark how this divine song is " a song of 
degrees," rising higher and higher. 

We praise Thee. 

This is one degree. We may, however, ac- 
cord praise to the good and generous, and with 
a sincere and true heart; and yet the heart 
throb with no special and glad emotions; but 

We bless Tiiee. 

This necessarily involves emotion, the out- 
going of a blessed heart, a heart laboring to 
give back, as it were, to the blessed God some 
and all of the blessedness He has first given. 
And yet higher does the soul ascend : 

We worship Thee. 

Thou art God, and there is none else. Ancient 
of days I whose throne is like the fiery flame, 
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and the wheels of whose governing providence 
are as the burning fire, with the thousand thou- 
sands who minister unto Thee, and the ten thou 
sand times ten thousand who stand before Thee, 
we bow down at Thy footstool, and worship 
and Thee I And more than this. Self-renounced, 
self-abased, and sheltered in our guilt and nothing- 
ness near the side of Him who, as the *' Son of 
man," came with the clouds of heaven unto 
Thee, Ancient of days, for us, a victor Saviour, 
from the cross and the sepulchre — with Him we 
come near, and more than worship Thee. All 
Thy works " praise" Thee. Angels " worship" 
Thee; but we, the redeemed and blood- washed. 

We glorify Thee. 

Creation's God, redemption's God! And yet 
still higher does the anthem bear us. Praising, 
blessing, worshipping, glorifying ; yet seeing all 
is unequal to the mighty theme, and the very- 
powers of our being must fail under the effort, 
we sink down before Thy throne, and can only 
say: 

We give Thee thanks for Thy great 
GLORY, Lord God, heavenly Ejng, God 
the Father Almighty. 

We want no more. We would lose ourselves 
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in Thee. Were the sun to become black as 
sackcloth of hair, and the moon become as 
blood, and the stars of heaven to fall, and the 
heavens depart as a scroll when it is rolled 
together, and all visible things to be sunk in 
deep annihilation, it were enough for us to know 
that Thou art^ that Thou art what Thou art 
in changeless being, and in glorious mani- 
festations — God ! We wish no change in Thee. 
We would not have a single attribute of Thy 
nature altered — ^not a single principle of Thy 
moral admimistration given up or compromised 
— not one arrangement of Thy great council 
of holy mercy, grace, and peace departed from. 
We would be happy, but happy only in Thy 
"great glory." I beseech Thee, prayed Thy 
servant of old, "show me Thy glory." We 
thank Thee, that displaying Thy great glory, 
we can, in Jesus, as from the cleft of the rock, 
behold it, and not die, but live. And this is life 
— ^life eternal. This is happiness 

To "gaze in thought 
On what all thought transcends." 

This will be to reach the " living fount of 
heaven's deepest, highest joy — ^this our perfect 
consummation and bliss in Thy eternal and ever- 
lasting glory." " And the seventh angel sound- 
ed, and there were great voices in heaven saying, 
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The kingdoms of this world are become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ, and 
he shall reign forever. And the four and 
twenty elders which sat before God fell upon 
their faces, and worshipped Grod, saying, we give 
thee thanks, Lord God Almighty, which 
art, and wast, and art to come, because thou 
hast taken to thee thy great power and hast 
reigned." 

And who are these? These are they which 
have washed their robes, and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they 
before the throne of God. And here rests our 
hope, dwellers yet in this dark and polluted 
world. Thy great glory reminds us of our 
degradation and shame. The white robes of the 
redeemed from the earth remind us of our poor 
and stained garments. We would turn again 
to the " fountain opened for sin and uncleanness.'' 
We would look again to Jesus on His cross. 
We need mercy — ^pardoning, cleansing mercy. 

Lord, the only begotten Son Jesus 
Christ ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of 
THE Father, that takest away the sins 
of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou 
that takest away the sins of the world, 

HAVE MERCY UPON US. ThOU THAT TAKEST 
AWAY THE SINS OF THE WORLD, RECEIVE OUR 
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PRAYER. Thou that sittest at the right 
HAND OF God the Father, have mercy upon 
us. 

"Mercy, good Lord, mercy we aak^ 
This is the total sum, 
For mercy, Lord, is all our soiti 
Oh I let that mercy come.*' 

For Thou only art holy. 

" I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne high 
and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. 
Above it stood the seraphims, and one cried unto 
another and said, holy, holy, holy is the Lord 
of Hosts ; the whole earth is full of his glory. 
Then said I, wo is me, for I am undone because 
I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the 
midst of a people of unclean lips, for mine eyes 
have seen the King the Lord of hosts." These 
things said Isaiah when he saw Thy glory, O 
Jesus, and spake of Thee. All, all are guilty, 
yea the very heavens are imclean in Thy sight, 
and the very angels are charged with folly. 
Thou only art holy : therefore Thou alone, as 
the Lamb foreshadowed by type and prophecy, 
without spot or blemish, art in respect of holi- 
ness qualified to be an acceptable offering, and 
to take away the sin of the world. 

Yet, something more than spotless holiness is 
necessary to constitute a Saviour for guilty man. 
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There must be right zxudi power. He who would 
save us, must be essentially Lord — ^and, blessed 
be Thy name, Thou art The Lord. 

Thou only art the Lord. 

" To finish the trangression, to make an end 
of sin, to make reconciliation for iniquity, and 
to bring in an everlasting righteousness :" who 
but the Lord, the only Lord, could do this? 
Who but the Lord of all authority and power, 
could leave His own peculiar sphere of being, 
and throw Himself into another nature, the na- 
ture that sinned, and place Himself under the 
obligations of the law, as our sponsor and sub- 
stitute, and, for us, obey its precept, and bear 
unto death its fearful penalties — and thus make 
reconciliation for iniquity — thus make an end 
of sin — annihilate it at last in its guilt, and 
power, and pollution, from the soul — annihilate 
it from the memory of God and the records of His 
eternal justice as a God of judgment? Who 
can ** bring in an everlasting righteousness?" 
Bound, in himself and for himself, to be right- 
eous up to the utmost perfection of the law, 
what finite being can do works of supererogation, 
or acquire a surplussage of righteousness and 
merit, to be put forth as a full and perfect satis- 
faction, in behalf of another — a just and imim- 
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peachable claim upon God's eternal law and 
justice? It were blasphemy, deep revolt fix)m 
God and His law, for the highest created being 
in the universe to attempt it. No : the redemp- 
tion of the soul is precious, and in the hands of 
created finite being must have ceased forever ! 
Thou art the Lord — ^the only Lord — Jesus — 
Jehovah — ^the " Mighty One on whom help hath 
been laid for us." 

Thou only, Christ, with the Holy 
Ghost, art most high in the glory of God 
THE Father. 

So the exile of Patmos saw Thee: I beheld 
and lo ! in the midst of the throne stood a Lamb, 
as it had been slain, having the seven-fold spirit 
of God ! So the dying martyr Stephen saw Thee 
as the " Son of Man sUinding^^ most high in the 
ghry^ the Shekinah, the splendor, the manifesta- 
tion of invisible, essential God. And looking 
unto Thee — and casting his soul upon Thee as 
as His redeeming, risen, reigning, glorified Lord 
— Saying, Lord Jesus receive my spirit — ^how 
high in vision and fi:uition of Thy glory, did 
his ransomed spirit ascend ! and what, still, is 
the expressed and gracious will of Jesus 
our Lord, of Him that "liveth and was dead, 
and is alive for evermore, and has the keys of 
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hell and of death ?" "Father I I will that those 
whom thou hast given me, be with me where 
I am to behold my glory." A full display of 
that glory, would, in our earthly state, over- 
whelm and crush us. But to the redeemed and 
blood-cleansed spirit, set free from earth and sin, 
a power of vision like that of the seraphim 
shall be given — ^nay, a higher and more sustain- 
ing vision ; for seraphim vail their faces, whilst 
they cry : " Holy, holy, holy. Lord God Al- 
mighty." But, to bring nigh the redeemed, the 
blood of Him who built the heavens was shed 
— and, now brought nigh, they "see face to 
face," and sing a new song, unsung in heaven 
before, even thanksgiving unto Him who hath 
loved us and washed us in His blood and hath 
made us kings and priests unto our God forever. 
Amen and Amen. 



[THE FIRST LESSON.] 

TE DEUM LAUDAMUS. 

We PRAISE Thee, God, we acknowledge 
Thee to be the Lord. 

" Oh I for a heart to praise my Grod," 

will be the feeling of a true Christian, as he 
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stands up to offer another act of grateful adora- 
tion, 

" The busy world a thousand ways 
Is hurrying by, nor ever stays, 
To catch a note of Thy dear praise.*' 

Oh ! let the thought of this melancholy fiict, 
stir up our zeal and courage in acknowledging 
Him, and that at all times and in all places. 

" The song of Zion is a tasteless thing, 
Unless when rising on a joyful wing.** 

Not that any Christian can be uninterruptedly 
joyful in this sinful world. There are spiritual 
and temporal unevennesses in the landscape of 
his life which inevitably cast a shadow where 
they occur, but still the general aspect of it should 
be brightened by the sunshine of heaven ; con- 
vincing the worid that in all their artificial con- 
servatories of happiness, there is nothing so 
sweet as in the garden of the Lord. 

All THE EARTH DOTH WORSHIP ThEE, THE 

Father everlasting. 

"All the earth doth worship Thee," is writ- 
ten in the book of Psalms; for He who sees 
the end from the beginning, speaks of things 
that are not yet, as though they already were. 



^ 
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And bearing this in mind, the above clause will 
be perfectly clear to all those who are waiting for 
the fulfillment of the many promises which have 
ever cheered the hearts of God's faithful people. 
O happy time when all the inhabitants of earth 
shall render to the Lord the homage of the heart, 
instead of the "cold dull service of the lip." 
But as we have already had occasion to observe, 
all men, and all things, do in one sense even 
now, worship or glorify God, and in the issue 
this shall be indisputably proved. 

To Thee all Angels cry aloud, the 
Heavens, and all the Powers therein. 

To Thee Cherubim and Seraphim contin- 
ually DO cry. 

Holy, Holy, Holy; Lord God of Sab- 

AOTH: 

Heaven and earth are full of the 
majesty of Thy Glory. 

It is only at intervals that God's earthly 
family lift up their feeble sinful voices in His 
praise: but the hosts of heaven "continually 
do cry," they "rest not day nor night," for a 
cessation of praise would be no repose to them. 
The vail has been lifted from the invisible 
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world, to some of the favored servants of God 
in past ages, and the Lord has given us a glimpse 
of the employment of the hierarchies of heaven ; 
as if to urge forward our sluggish souls to emu- 
late their burning zeal ! they " cry aloud." And 
shall we be silent? shall " the sweet music of 
speech " be employed for any thing and every 
thing but for the praise of its inventor? heaven 
and earth praise Him, and 

" Shall man, the lord of nature, expectant of the sky, 
Shall man, alone unthankful, his little praise deny ?^' 

The glorious company of the Apostles, 
PRAISE Thee. 

The goodly fellowship of the Prophets, 
PRAISE Thee. 

The noble army of Martyrs, praise 
Thee. 

Apostles, prophets, and martyrs, have glori- 
fied Him in their lives, and by their deaths, and 
their spirits are now with Him, where He is, 
beholding His glory ; but thanks be unto Thee, 
God, our Saviour ! among that blessed com- 
pany who shall be " everlastingly rewarded in 
Thy heavenly kingdom" are also found the 
meanest members of 
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The holy Ohubch 

wliich 

Throughout all the world doth ac- 
knowledge Thee : 
The Father of an infinite Majesty ; 
Thine adorable, true, and only Son ; 
Also the Holy Ghost, the Comforter. 

The universal Church, which is the blessed 
company of all faithful people, acknowledges 
without one dissenting voice, (however its mem- 
bers may differ in minor points,) " one God in 
Trinity, and Trinity in unity," and without re- 
servation, confesses, that " such as the Father is, 
such is the Son, and such is the Holy Ghost ;" 
and fiirther, most scripturally holds that " this 
is the Catholic feith, which, except a man believe 
faithfully, he can not be saved." Hence the 
consistency of her requiring a distinct declara- 
tion of this feith, from all those who partake of 
her ordinances : and hence the explicit and un- 
equivocal acknowledgment of it throughout her 
services, in which services none can pretend to 
join, without the grossest violation of common- 
sense, who do not "honor the Son, even as 
they honor the Father," for " Who is the king 
of glory ?" 
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Thou art the King op Glory, O Christ. 
Thou art the Everlasting Son, of the 
Father. 

God of God, light of light, very God of very- 
God. And yet, 

When Thou tookest upon Thee to de- 
liver man, Thou didst humble Thyself to 
be born of a virgin. 

When Thou hadst overcome the sharp- 
ness OF death. Thou didst open the king- 
dom OF Heaven to all believers. 

" Faith, mighty faith" is the sinner's title deed ; 
" he that believeth , . shall be saved," but 
(0 awful alternative!) **he that believeth not, 
shall be damned." Faith does not open the 
kingdom, that is already achieved by Him who 
who hath " the key of David ;" J/ He that open- 
eth, and no man shutteth," but unbelief can 
virtually "shut up the kingdom of heaven." 
Those who of old fell sliort of the promise, 
" could not enter in because of unbelief:" and 
in the last revelation God has been pleased to 
make to man, and in which the terrors of His 
future judgment are more graphically described 
than in any other part of His word, " the un- 
believing" are classed with "murderers, idola- 
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ters," and the most heinous transgressors, and 
their final doom is declared to be the same. 

Thou sittest at the right hand of God, 
in the glory of the father. 

We believe that Thou shalt come, to be 
OUR Judge. 

Between these two passages there is a re- 
markable connection, which will be best explain- 
ed by referring to a message sent by our risen 
Lord, to one of the " seven churches of Asia." 
" To Him that overcometh will I grant to sit 
with me in my throne ; even as I also overcame, 
and am set down with my Father in his throne:" 
and the 110th Psalm speaks the same language, 
" The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my 
right hand, until I make, thine enemies thy 
footstool ;" the expression until, is worthy of 
special notice ; Jesus will not sit there forever ; 
the time for the continuance of His mediatorial 
office, though neither men nor angels know it, 
has been "forever settled in heaven," and awful 
is the concluding scene of that time ! 

"I see the Judge enthroned I the flaming guard I 
The volume opened I opened every heart I 
A 8un-beam pointing out each secret thought ! 
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No patron ! intercessor none I now past 
The sweet, the clement, mediatorial hoorl 
For guilt no plea ! to pain, no pause ! no bound I 
Inexorable all, and all, extreme 1'* 

How seasonable then the supplication which 
immediately follows. 

We therefore pray Thee, help Thy ser- 
vants. 

And how suitable the plea for help, 

Whom Thou hast redeemed with Thy 
precious blood. 

Eedemption is the fulcrum, without which 
the lever of God's love could never lift a single 
soul from earth! The import of that word 
" Eedemption" will never be fully understood, 
till faith is lost in sight ; but in the mean time, 
if we would be growing in the knowledge of it, 
let us 

" Ask tbat book, 
In which the eyes of angels love to look ; 
Desiring, through its opening seals, to trace 
The heights and depths of that transcendent graoe^ 
Which from the Father's bosom sent the Son, 
Himself the ransom for a world undone 1" 

Make them to be numbered with Thy 
Saints, in glory everlasting. 
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" They are not only to be reputed and taken 
for saints who are gone before us, and are fallen 
asleep in the Lord, and dwell now in joys, but 
also they, who (as there have always been some 
upon earth,) so do likewise live now on the 
earth : such are all true and godly Christians, 
in what place or country soever, here or there, 
and among what people soever they lead their 
life : who by being baptized in the name of the 
Lord may be sanctified, and being indued with 
true faith in the Son of God, and set on 
fire, are mutually inflamed with affection of 
divine charity and love. Most men on a dying 
bed would wish to be numbered among His 
saints."* 

But let all remember, that unless they enlist 
themselves among the saints now, there will be 
no post assigned them among the " soldiers" of 
Christ on the great muster-day hereafter. 

Lord, save Thy people, and blesi^ 
Thine heritage. 

Govern theMj and lift them up forever. 

Li order to discern the two-fold beauty of this 
prayer, we must embrace it both literally and 

* The Confession of Bohemia or the Waldenses. 
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spiritually, that is, we must understand it as 
having reference to "Israel according to the 
flesh," or in other words to the Jews, as well as to 
the spiritual Israel, or believers in Jesus. Those 
who have been admitted into Israel's fold, and 
have learnt to love Israel's God, will not surely 
wish to deprive that everlastingly beloved peo- 
ple, of one drop of that heavenly " dew," which 
is so especially promised to them. (Hosea 14 : 
5.) The fact that we, during " the times of their 
unbelief," are fed with the milk and honey of 
their promises, makes no deduction from that 
infinite, inexhaustible store, which, Scripture 
assures us, is in reserve for them : neither will 
their future participation in the "purchased 
possession" deprive the Christian of one dearly 
bought right, or one promised enjoyment. And 
if it is characteristic of a renewed heart, to love 
that which God loves ; then "the sons of Jacob," 
even during " the blindness that has happened 
unto them," must hold a place in the heart's 
affections of every true believer. 

Day by day we magnify Thee ; 

And we worship Thy name, ever, world 

WITHOUT end. 

To magnify the Lord his God, to lift up the 
voice of prayer and praise, should be the 
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Christian's daily occupation. It is not only on 
the day set apart more peculiarly for the service 
of God, neither is it at intervals only that he 
worships his Father, but he " daily" performs 
his " vows," knowing who has said : " Blessed 
is the man that heareth me, watching daily at 
my gates," and as 

" New mercies each returning day, 
Hover around us while we pray," 

so should new praises and fresh thanksgiving, 
rise with every renewal of the morning's light, 
and with every return of the evening's shade. 

Vouchsafe, Lord, to keep us this day 

WITHOUT SIN * 

What is sin ? It is the transgression of the 
law. What is the law — what the great princi- 
ple of the law ? As stated by our Lord, it is 
supreme holy love to God and man. To be 
kept from sin, then is to be endued with and 
kept in this holy love. " Love is the fulfilling 
of the law." In heaven this is perfectly and 
gloriously realized : there, consequently, there 

* This clause of the Te Deum is by some oversight altoge- 
ther omitted and unnoticed in the English edition. It is in- 
serted with remarks by the Am. Ed. 
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is, and can be no sin, and were all here below 
possessed and supremely influenced by tliis di- 
yinc and holy love, sin would cease from the 
earth, and the world be again as the Eden of 
God. 

In the reign of this divine affection over the 
heart sanctification consists. It is well to sim- 
plify things. We sometimes embarrass ourselves 
by conceiving of sin as something physical — 
something fleshly — a sort of material incrusta- 
tion around the heart. 

And when we would get rid of sin we go 
about to break away as it were, piece by piece, 
this something which has gotten in and around 
the heart. We labor painfully, and after all in 
vain. Let us adopt a different plan. Let us 
look unto Jesus. He is holy love embodied, 
manifested. The Sun of love, He will pour His 
kindling beams into our deepest- heart, fill us 
with holy love, with Himself, nay, with all the 
fullness of the Godhead ; and God is love. 

Thus our hearts, possessed by its antagonist 
principle, sin, if not immediately expelled, will 
cease to reign. Thus, as the Church expects 
when she teaches us to pray for it, we shall be 
kept from sin. We shall, in proportion as our 
souls are imbued with love, be sanctified. Sin 
is as the darkness of night — ^holy love as the 
sunlight. Let us look unto Jesus, lay open our 
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hearts before Him, and pray, and the light will 
enter — ^the darkness pass away ; and ours, even 
here in this dark and sinful world, will be to a 
great and blessed extent the holy and grateful 
'* love which is destined to be the heaven of the 
Church forever." 

Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy 
UPON us. 

Lord, let Thy mercy be upon us, as 

OUR TRUST IS IN ThEE. 

This is an awful prayer; when seriously 
weighed, we do here, as it were, put our Amen 
to the solemn words of Jesus : " According to 
your faith so be it done unto yon." How 
many deluded souls expect the mercy who 
never exercise the faith ! But " they that know 
Thy name will put their trust in Thee, for 
Thou, Lord, hast not forsaken them that seek 
Thee." 

Lord, in Thee have I trusted, let me 

NEVER BE confounded. 

In the first of the Epistle of St. Peter we have 
a promise which is very sweet in connection 
with this prayer. " Wherefore also it is contained 
in the Scripture, behold I lay in Sion a chief 
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comer-stone, elect, precious; and he that be- 
lieveth on liim shall not be confounded." Those 
who have trusted their all to Him need fear no- 
thing ; if their treasure be in heaven it is safe. 
When the city of Megara was taken by Deme- 
trius, the son of Antigonus, one of Alexander's 
generals, Stilpor, a famous philosopher, was 
asked by the victor whether he had lost any 
thing? ** Nothing," said he, "for I carryall 
my effects about me." 

He ranked nothing as his own possession that 
could be taken from him. What could all the 
kings of the earth do against such a man as 
this, says the historian. But how much more 
justly may the Christian boast I "All things 
are yours," says St. Paul ; and, appropriating 
his language further, we may add, neither life 
nor death can separate us from our treasure, 
which is more than Stilpor could say. 

[THE SECOND LESSON:] 

JUBILATE. 

BE JOYFUL IN THE LORD, ALL YE LANDS : 
SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS, AND COME 
BEFORE His presence WITH A SONG. 

" Happy art thou, Israel ! who is like unto 
thee, people saved by the Lord. Happy is 
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the peopie that is in such a case, yea happy is 
that people whose God is the Lord." When 
any human heart has been a happy heart by the 
introduction of Gospel blessedness, it requires a 
vent for its joy. The graver duties of confes- 
sion and supplication are chastened with tears 
of repentance, and longings after unattained 
holiness. And in the delightful exercise of 
meditation there is realized that quiet enjoyment, 
and that habitual peace which are the present 
heritage of God's people, and which, more or 
less, are enjoyed by them all ; but there is a 
constitutional elasticity in the minds of some, 
and an occasional buoyancy in the hearts of all, 
which can only spend itself in the shout of 
praise. Now it is one of the peculiar excellen- 
cies of our Liturgy, that it makes appropriate 
provision for believers of every temperament, and 
for the ever- varying temperament of each indi- 
vidual believer ; sweetly exemplifying the truth, 
that all the faculties of the mind, and all the 
emotions of the soul, may be consecrated to the 
service of God. The elastic chord of joy, with 
which the heart of man was strung in the days of 
his innocency, is neither broken nor irreparably 
disordered; it is slackened indeed, and conse- 
quently for all spiritual purposes useless : but 
the hand that formed it at the first can brace it 
up again, and cause such tones of harmony 
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to issue from it, while he tries it on earth, as may 
serve to give us some faint idea of what it will 
be when tuned and perfected and placed among 
the harps of heaven. 

Be ye sure that the Lord He is God. 

How many live and act as if they were not 
at all sure of this. " How long halt ye between 
two opinions, said the prophet. If the Lord be 
God, follow him, but if Baal, then follow him." 
It has been truly said that religion must be all 
or nothing ; and that the only consistent charac- 
ters in the world are the avowed atheist and the 
religious enthusiast, (as warm-hearted believers 
are often styled.) If God have any claim upon 
us He has a sovereign right to all that we are 
and have, and those who, like the convinced Is- 
raelites, have learned to say from heart convic- 
tion, " The Lord, he is God," have embraced 
the axiom, that one thing is needful. These 
feel that no substitute can be found for that one 
thing. Would any earthly blessing, or any 
complication of blessings reconcile the children 
of men to the absence of the sun? Could all 
their puny lights in the aggregate be compared 
to that splendid luminary ? And thus of the 
Sun of Eighteousness does each believer say : 
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" Whom have I in heaven but thee, and there 
is none upon earth that I desire besides thee." 

" Sun of my soul, Thou Saviour dear, 
It is not night if Thou be near ; 
Oh ! may no earth-born cloud arise 
To hide Thee from Thy servant's eyes." 

Though the Lord never loses sight of His 
people, yet they often lose sight of Him. It is 
a common expression on gloomy days, that the 
sun is gone in ; this, however, is philosophically 
untrue, there is only a cloud intervening. The 
prophet Jeremiah complains not that the Lord 
is gone, but that "He hath covered himself 
with a cloud." And believers have the happi- 
ness of knowing, that though "Clouds and 
darkness are round about him, yet righteous- 
ness and judgment are the habitation of his 
throne." 

It is He that hath made us, and not we 
ourselves; we are His people, and the 
SHEEP OP His pasture. 

A writer of the last century, commenting on 
this verse, shows that without the words we are, 
which in our Bibles are inserted in italics, and 
which, in the original, are not found, the passage 
is a declaration that we did not by any power 

5* 
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of our own make ottrselves God's people, and 
the sheep of His pasture ; and when so read and 
understood, what a beautiful ascription of con- 
verting power unto Him to whom alone it be- 
longs ! And what a striking corroboration of 
the great truth declared by St. Paul, that we 
" are God's workmanship, and God's building." 
The design was His, the foundation was laid by 
His own hand, and every lively stone which is 
successively built up thereon is the immediate 
work of His Holy Spirit. How unjust then, 
how unreasonable, to ascribe merit to the mate- 
rials, however exquisitely wrought, however 
beautifully fitted to their respective niches in the 
spiritual house, for their designer and artificer 
is God. " Therefore not unto us, Lord, not 
unto us, but unto thy name give glory, for thy 
mercy and for thy truth's sake." But do any 
in the congregation feel a backwardness to avow 
themselves His people ? Let them try and ex- 
amine themselves as to the cause of this disin- 
clination, and let them remember that there is 
neither humility nor safety, nor exemption from 
responsibility in shrinking from that avowal. 
For when Israel desired to be mingled with the 
uncircumcized, Jehovah declared : " That which 
Cometh into your mind shall not be at all, that 
ye say : We will be as the heathen." And so 
will He say to every baptized person who thinks 
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he can tlirow off his responeibility by declining 
to take upon him the profession of Christianity. 

** Vain thought ! that shall not be at all, 
Refuse we or obey, 
Our ears have heard th' Almighty's call, 
We can not be as they." 

The vows made at baptism, ratified at con- 
firmation, and in many instances followed up by 
a formal attendance at the table of the Lord 
have been but a solemn mockery ; if those who 
made them feel that their lives would belie their 
profession, should they presume to entertain any 
other than a vague and uncertain hope of salva- 
tion — a hope that in some way or other they 
will be accepted at last by Him for whom they 
are unwilling to make the smallest sacrifice, or 
bear the slightest reproach, or put forth one 
vigorous effort for the advancement of His 
kingdom. 

**None are supinely good ; through care and pain, 
And various arts the steep ascent we gain." 

GO YOUR WAY INTO HiS GATES WITH 
THANKSGIVING, AND INTO HiS COURTS WITH 
PRAISE : BE THANKFUL UNTO HiM, AND SPEAK 

GOOD OF His Name. 

The invariable coldness with which any al- 
lusion to that name is received in the society of 
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the world, would, iji the absence of all other 
evidence, be sufficient to stamp on the indivi- 
duals composing it the character of enemies of 
God. Yet in these days, when professors are 
so numerous, and forms of self-deception so 
multiplied, a readiness in religious discussion is 
by no means a sure criterion by which to deter- 
mine on individual conversion: for sad ex- 
perience daily proves that many who can speak 
well of His name know nothing of its saving 
efficacy. Nevertheless the abuse of a holy 
privilege should not deter the really sincere from 
being ever ready to give a reason for their hope, 
as well as to speak a word in season for the 
honor of their Lord ; and when they meet any 
congenial heart they need not be urged to speak 
with glowing fervor of that name which to them 
is *^ as ointment poured forth." It is related of 
the heavenly ^minded George Herbert, that he 
seemed to rejoice in the thoughts of that word 
Jesus^ and used to say that the adding of the 
words " My master" to it, and the "often repeti- 
tion of them seemed to perfume his mind, and 
leave an oriental fragrance in his very breath." 
And there are some who can enter into his feel- 
'^. some who when they hear that name, dear 
. above every name, feel their very hearts 

_j to the words of a beautiful and well- 
ye say : W v 

will He say to 
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" Jesus, I love Thy channing name ; 
'Tis music to mine ear." 

The cold jfrozen formalist will deride such ex- 
pressions as unwarrantable enthusiasm, and pre- 
sumptuous familiarity, even as a phlegmatic and 
selfish temper will sneer at the overflowing 
earthly love of a warm and affectionate heart : 
and the grace of God alone can convince either 
the heartless world or the lukewarm professor 
of the reasonableness of laying all our heart's 
affections as a thank-offering at the feet of a 
beloved Saviour. 

For the Lord is gracious, His mercy is 
everlasting, and his truth endureth from 
generation to generation. 

In Jesus, (the God-man,) " mercy and truth 
have met together." In the cross of Christ each 
stands out to our view in all its untarnished 
glory, neither interfering with, nor derogating 
from the other's splendor ; and because of our 
continual hearing of God's word, and our con- 
stant use of a Scripture Liturgy, we are so fami- 
haiized with the idea of a just God and a Sav- 
iour, and so accustomed to describe the essential 
attributes of justice and mercy to Jehovah, that 
we can hardly enter into the labyrinth of diffi- 
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culties, in whicli sucli an ascription would in- 
volve an intelligent and inquiring mind, unas- 
sisted by the clue of Eevelation. Sucli an one 
would argue, if God be just there is no room for 
mercy ; if God be merciful, strict justice must 
• be dispensed with : and hence arise the different 
notions which men of different countries, and 
different individuals in those countries, entertain 
of the attributes of God ; if brought into col- 
lision they would clash ; like the two bulls of 
the Pope, issued respectively in favor of the 
Spaniards and Portuguese, some centuries ago, 
with regard to the maritime discoveries they 
should make, each invalidating the other, and 
causing disputes and perplexities without num- 
ber, and without end. 

*' They set at odds heaven's jarring attributes ; 
And, with one excellence, another wound ; 
Maim heaven's perfection, break its equal beams.** 



THE OEEED. 

I BELIEVE IN God the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son our 
Lord: Who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
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UNDER Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 

AND BURIED ; He DESCENDED INTO HELL ; ThE 
THIRD DAY He ROSE AGAIN FROM THE DEAD, 

He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on 
the right hand of god the father al- 
MIGHTY ; Prom thence He shall come to 

JUDGE THE QUICK AND THE DEAD. 

I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY GhOST, THE HOLY 

Catholic Church, the Communion of Saints, 
THE Forgiveness of Sins, the Eesurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

Of this Creed more need not be said to the 
true Christian, than that he should rejoice in 
having so concise and so comprehensive a form 
of sound doctrine ready to his hand, and the 
perspicuity of it constitutes a chief part of its 
value. In the religion of the Church of Eome, 
though this creed is professed, yet articles of 
faith are so multiplied in the traditions of men, 
that it must be 'almost impossible for her child- 
ren to have any clear idea of what they do be- 
lieve. True it is that she still holds the funda- 
mental doetrines of Christianity, for the devil 
finds it not so easy a matter to take away truth 
where the Gospel has been planted : he works 
much more successfully by adding lies, which 
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make tlie truths still held of none eflGect.* But 
thanks be unto God, against this fearful danger 
our Church is blessedly secured by the plainness 
and scriptural simplicity of her formularies, 
which she submits to the touchstone of God's 
■word, declaring that " Whatsoever is not read 
in Holy Scripture, nor may be proved thereby, 
is not to be required of any man, that it should 
be believed as an article of the faith," and giv- 
ing it as her reason why the Nicene Creed and 
that commonly called the Apostles' Creed 
** ought thoroughly to be received and believed," 
"because they may be proved by most certain 
warrants of Holy Scripture." 

That these two Creeds are in substance the 
same, a careful comparison of them will suffice 
to show ; and those who can cordially join in 
the one under consideration, commonly called 
the Apostles' Creed, will not be among the 
number of objectors to the amplification of the 
same statements in the Nicene. But to the 
many who are in the habit of carelessly, un- 
thinkingly, and irreverently repeating this sum- 
mary of wondrous truths, what can be said that 
shall startle them in such a criminal inconsist- 
ency. Oh ! if they could but bring their vacant 

* " Satan often gives truth enough to seduce^ and errcr 
enough to destroy the soul forever." — ^Am. Ed. 
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minds and roving hearts to dwell for a few mo- 
ments on any one of those great facts, the 
enumeration of which forms the Creed we are 
considering, and any one of which they will 
find far too high and deep for their natural 
faculties to compass, they might by God's bless- 
ing, be brought to feel the awfulness of the in- 
fetuation which makes men apathetic on a sub- 
ject which angels desire to look into, and the 
contemplation of which calls forth all the 
ecstatic praises of their innumerable hosts.* 

* Should not the " Creed " be regarded in the light of a 
solemn profession of faith ? It is not, as some people seem 
to think, a sort of lesson in divinity which they are, by a Sab- 
bath repetition, to learn and keep in mind. No— it is *^a 
witnessing,^' before heaven and earth, by the assembled 
Church, " of a good confession." Thus regarded, the repeat 
ing of it can not but solemnize and elevate the soul. So un- 
derstanding it, the attitude of the Church is, (if the expression 
may be ventured,) that of a " confessor and defender of the 
Faith." It is the sacramental Host of God, ^^ standing up 
before God and man," and owning and witnessing to the great 
facts and principles and obligations of the new and everlasting 
covenant. 

But more than this ; the ** Creed" not only presents the 
Church as a body making confession of faith, but, at the same 
time, as individuals in a personal ^^ acting of faith." The faith 
of the mind and heart should act upon, and mingle with, the 
subject matter pf the Creed. It is full of meaning — God the 
Father ! Almighty ! Maker of heaven and earth ! and Jesus 
Christ — ^His only Son, our Lord ! It presents a glorious pro- 
cession of truths, from eternity past, through time to eternity 
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The Lord be with you. 
And with Thy spirit. 

Let us pray. 

O Lord, show Thy mercy upon us. 

A constant recurrence to God's mercy in 
Christ mnst ever be the result of that felt de- 
pravity, which with more or less painfulness 
presses upon the heart of every Christian, and 
the weight of which is most felt by the most 
experienced and advanced Christian. We have 
as much need of mercy at the end of our course 
as at the beginning : and amid all our backslid- 

to come. It is a yision of God, in His comings-forth — in 
creation — providence — redemption — eternal judgment — 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost — Jehovah ! glorious in holiness, 
fearful in praises, doing wonders ! It is an unfolding to the 
eye of fdth of a " scheme of mingled grandeur and mercy" 
extending along the whole course of creation — and a scheme, 
of which, the end is salvation to men and glory to God in the 
highest. 

Let faith act as the soul passes through the stupendous 
scene. Let faith transform its facts and its doctrines into 
principles of life — ^life spiritual, divine, eternal. Let faith 
attach itself to the truth, or rather to the God of truth, the 
God revealed and confessed, the God of salvation — and cling 
to Him, and hold fast by Him, until the hour come, when we 
shall see no longer as a mirror, by dim and shadowy reflec- 
tions, but face to face, and know even as we are known. — 
Am. Ed. 
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ings and short-comings, it is our sweetest conso- 
lation to know, that His mercies are infinite. 

And grant us Thy salvation.^ 

" He that is our God, is the God of salvation." 
A salvation that embraces all that a sinner 
needs for time and for eternity. Salvation begun 
is a present disenthrallment from the slavery of 
sin, and salvation completed is the restoration 
both of soul and body to that glorious image in 
which they were originally created, for when 
Jesus shall appear, we shall be like Him, for we 
shall see Him as He is. Our " eyes shall see the 
Bang in his beauty," and hence it is declared, 
that His presence is salvation. He shall " come 
to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired 
in all them that believe." The reflection of His 
glory will be seen upon them, and their beauty 
shall be "perfect through his comeliness ;" and 
as He is described as "A lamb without blemish 
and without spot," so will the Church be " Holy 
and without blemish," when He shall " present 
it to himself a glorious church, not having 
spot or wrinkle, or any such thing." But in 
the mean time let the believer never forget that 
as salvation completed is perfect conformity to 
the likeness of Jesus : so salvation in its pro- 
gress is the advancing of that conformity in the 
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soul : the rough sketch of that likeness is, we 
believe, traced upon the soul in the day of con- 
version, but this can only be satisfactorily ascer- 
tained by the daily deepening colors of the copy, 
and by its growing similarity to the perfect 
original. The clearest rules for the filling up 
of our moral sketch are supplied to us in God's 
word, but these rules can only be reduced to 
practice by continually turning our eyes to- 
wards the master-piece before us; and it is 
only while looking unto Jesus that our work 
proceeds. 

God has appointed sanctification to be a pro- 
gressive work ; and it is an act of faith in true 
Christians to be contented with this appointment ; 
for too often when quite distracted by the num- 
ber of their sins, they are tempted to wish, as 
Caligula did of his people, that they all had but 
one neck, that he might annihilate them at one 
blow ; but the Lord's will in this matter is thus 
expressed : *^ The Lord thy God will put out 
those nations before thee by little and little • 
thou mayest not consume them at once. By 
little and little I will drive them out from be- 
fore thee, until thou be increased and inherit 
the land." Progressive- sanctification makes us 
dependent, and dependence makes us humble, 
and hence it is a blessing that our souls have to 
stumble through a long infancy, before they at- 
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tain " unto a perfect man, imto the measure of 
the stature of the fullness of Christ." 

O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
And take not Thy Holy Spirit from us. 

It is characteristic of true Christians that they 
are willing and anxious to have their hearts 
purified : and when like the stricken penitent 
who penned this petition, some recent and de- 
plored iniquity, spectre-like, stands before us, 
the wretched soul, doubting and fearing that the 
dove of peace can never again find rest in so 
defiled a bosom, tremblingly cries : " Take not 
Thy Holy Spirit fi-om me." Oh ! let God's peo- 
ple take heed lest they cherish any " root of 
bitterness ;" it needs not be a tree ; for God sees 
the ground of the heart, and the outward sprout- 
ings of rebellion are not necessary to make us 
manifest in His sight ; but who amongst us does 
not know from bitter experience, that the root 
wUl sprout, and there is often a depth of iniquity 
in the movement of a finger, the glance of an 
eye, the shedding of a tear — and even when no 
outward action can condemn, oh 1 what a scene 
of unhoUness would the unveiled heart present ! 
It is the impurity of indulged thoughts that too 
often pollutes the heart and defiles the imagina- 
tion, even of those who have been washed from 
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their sins. When the Eomans were preparing 
to attack the dominions of Antiochus in Asia, 
he withdrew his troops from the most important 
parts about the Hellespont, willfiiUy opening a 
passage for the enemy, whom he vainly imagin- 
ed he could fight better in his own dominions ; 
while in fact every thing depended upon keep- 
ing them on the side of the straits : for when 
permitted to cross, the evacuated fortress sup- 
plied them with arms and provisions, and no 
small trouble could expel them ; whereas with 
little or no loss they might have been repelled 
by a stout resistance at first. • Evil thoughts, 
like the Eoman legion, infest the sinner's soul. 
Once admit them, (by willfully withdrawing the 
restraints of the Spirit,) they find a "house 
swept and garnished." Our natural affections 
and sensibilities, uncontrolled by the grace of 
God, will furnish ammunition and nutriment for 
the fierce invaders, and many tears and struggles 
will it cost us to drive them out, if indeed they 
do not eventually get the upper hand. Let our 
prayer then daily be 

** Guard my Jirst springs of thought and will ; 
And with Thyself, my spirit fill.*' 
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THE COLLECT FOR PEACE. 
O God, who art the author of peace 

AND LOVER OF CONCORD, IN KNOWLEDGE OF 
WHOM STANDETH OUR ETERNAL LIFE, 

" This is life eternal^ that they might know 
thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
thou hast sent." And this is the one thing in 
which we are divinely authorized to glory. "Thus 
saith the Lord, let not the wise man glory in his 
wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his 
riches. But let him that glorieth, glory in this, 
that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I 
am the Lord which exercise loving-kindness, 
judgment, and righteousness in the earth, for in 
liiese things I delight, saith the Lord." In the 
prophet Hosea there is a passage on the same 
subject too remarkable to be omitted, " For I 
desired mercy and not sacrifice, and the know- 
ledge of God more than burnt offerings." But 
does not God require our burnt offerings or good 
works ? Yes, but true knowledge of God comes 
iirst in order, and it is those who only profess to 
know Him who " in works deny him." 

God only can give us to know Him : it is given 
unto you (said our Lord) to know the mysteries 
of the kingdom of heaven. And again, " No 
man knoweth the Son but the Father, neither 
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knoweth any man the Father save the Son, and 
he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him^ 

It is our privilege, as well as onr duty, to 
be growing all our lives in this knowledge. 
" Grow in grace and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ," says the Apos- 
tle Peter. 

The final glory on earth will consist in the 
iiniversaliiy of this knowledge. " For th6 earth 
shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory 
of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea." 

The duty of the ministers of the Gospel is 
all comprehended in making God known. Jesus 
commands them to feed His sheep and lambs, 
and the food is described by the prophet Jere- 
miah as ^^ knotuledge and understanding." There 
is a present blessedness in knowing God. 
"Blessed is the people that know the joyful 
sound ; they shall walk, Lord, in the light of 
thy countenance." But who can declare the 
happiness which the saints will experience, 
when they shall know as they are known ; for 
even the imperfect knowledge the Christian now 
has, enables him to live above the world, and 
to say with the Apostle: ** I count all things but 
loss for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus my Lord." And further, this 

"^wledge capacitates us forjudging rightly of 
-^r things : for it has been justly observed, 
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** Nothing this world unriddles but the next.'* 

"The great philosoplier Hippaxchus, (says 
Dr. Eobertson,) who lived near four hundred 
years before Ptolemy the geographer, was the 
first who attempted to make a catalogue of the 
stars. In order to ascertain their position in the 
heavens with accuracy, he measured their distance 
from certain circles of the sphere, computing it 
by degrees either from east to west, or from 
north to south: the former was denominated 
the longitude of the star, the latter its latitude ; 
this mode he found to be of such utility in his 
astronomical researches, that he applied it with 
no less happy efiect to geography, and it is a 
circumstance worthy of notice, that it was by 
observing and describing the heavens, that men 
were first taught to measure and delineate the 
earth with exactness." How beautiful is the 
moral and spiritual application this passage ad- 
mits of, for all men are egregiously ignorant of 
the disposition of things and events in their own 
world, till they have been led to take observa- 
tions in the heavens, and to apply those obser- 
vations to the better admeasurement of the var- 
ious parts of this sublunary scene. But the 
knowledge of God is not only desirable^ as in- 
volving the highest degree of present and future 
happiness ; it is an indispetwahh knowledge of 
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every human being. If we would learn the 
danger of not knowing Him, let us turn to the 
awful words of St. Paul to the Thessalonians : 
" The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven 
wth his mighty angels in flaming fire, taking 
vengeance on them that know not God, and that 
obey not the Gospel." Out of Christ God is 
" a consuming fire :" the wicked are frequently 
spoken of in the Scripture as "chaff" and 
" stubble ;" how inevitable the destruction when 
they meet, and every man, prepared or unpre- 
pared, must meet his God. The Lord declared 
concerning Christ by the prophet Isaiah, ** By 
his knowledge, (or in other words by the know- 
ledge of Him,) shall my righeous servant justify 
many," and since the world began, none have 
been justified in any other way ; for mark the 
next sentence : " For he shall bear their iniqui- 
ties." From righteous Abel down to the present 
hour, the knowledge of the " Lamb slain," and 
faith in that atonement, has been the one and 
only means of justification with God. Then 
how scripturally accurate, how eternally true, 
is the little clause we have been considering, 
" in knowledge of whom standeth our eternal 
life," and how beautiful when connected with 
the next sentence. 

Whose service is perfect freedom; 
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For when once we know what He has done 
for us, we shall surely feel that 

" A soul redeemed demands a life of praise/* 

and loving Him who first loved us, we shall no 
longer find His commandments " grievous." 

When Xerxes was preparing with an innum- 
erable army to attack the Grecians, he asked 
Demaratus, (the Spartan exiled king, who had 
taken refuge at his court,) whether he thought 
the Greeks would dare to attempt any resistance. 
Demaratus answered that even the Spartans 
alone, though abandoned by all their country- 
men, and reduced to an exceedingly small num- 
ber, would not fail to come out and give him 
battle. Xerxes upon hearing this, laughed, not 
being at all able to comprehend how men in such 
a state of liberty, and having no master to force 
them to it, could be capable of voluntarily ex- 
posing themselves to such danger. Demaratus 
replied : " The Spartans indeed are free, and un- 
der no subjection to the will of any man, but at 
the same time Ihey hajje laws to which they are 
subject, and of which they stand in greater awe 
than your subjects do of your majesty." The 
world, like Xerxes, will never be able to under- 
stand the "perfect law of liberty," by which 
the children of God are governed : and since 
" all things are lawful" for them since they are 
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" not under the law, but under grace" they ex- 
pect these freed men, as a necessary consequence, 
to use their liberty for an occasion to the flesh ; 
for the world does not know that because 
"love" begets ready obedience, it is therefore 
declared to be " the fulfilling of the law." One 
of the most striking figures used in Scripture, 
to describe man's degradation while in an un- 
converted state, is that in which he is represent- 
ed as a slave, a prisoner, and a bondman : we 
come into the world thus bound ; it is written, 
*' His own iniquities shall take the wicked him- 
self, and he shall be holden with the cords of 
his sins." But though no judicial act is needed 
to enable Satan to lead us captive at his will, 
yet a sovereign display of mercy is requisite to 
deliver us from so sad a state : and all who have 
been rescued from the dungeon of the tyrant 
sin, and are now breathing the ether of holiness, 
have indeed reason to confess to their great De- 
liverer : " Thou hast loosed my bonds." 

The rescue of the Israelites from the bondage 
of Egypt, is universally acknowledged to be a 
type of this far more mighty deliverance. The 
Lord says concerning that people, "I have brok- 
en the bonds of your yoke, and made you go 
upright ;" now the term " upright" is repeatedly 
applied in Scripture to the people of God, those 
from whose necks the yoke has been lifted, and 
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who being no longer encumbered with this 
galling mark of servitude, are enabled without 
impediment to look upon the heavens instead 
of being prone to earth like the beasts that per- 
ish. Oh ! let us stand fast therefore in the lib- 
erty wherewith Christ has made us free, and 
take heed how we entangle ourselves again with 
the yoke of bondage : but let us never forget 
our former thraldom ; let us rather lay up 
our shackles, as it is recorded Columbus did 
to the day of his death, seeing that the con- 
sideration of the danger we have escaped, must 
ever be the most powerful incentive to grateful 
love. " Let these go their way," said the bless- 
ed Jesus, when He delivered Himself up a 
captive in our stead. 

• 

** See God descending in thy human frame, 
The offended suffering in th' oflfender^s name ; 
All thy misdeeds to Him imputed see, 
And all His i ighteousness devolved on thee." 

Defend us, Thy humble servants, in all 
assaults of our enemies ; that we, surely 

TRUSTING IN ThY DEFENSE, MAY NOT FEAR 
THE POWER OF ANY ADVERSARIES, THROUGH 
THE MIGHT OF JeSUS ChRIST OUR LORD.* 

♦ " Through Jesus Christ our Lord." How perpetually doeM 
the Church remind us of Jesus. Some have foimd fault with 
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The Christian's thoughts, as he puts up this 
petition, will surely revert to his spiritual ene- 
mies. He pledged himself at the font to be a " sol- 
dier," and must therefore expect to have many 
a battle to fight, and many an unearthly foe to 
encounter. And the intimation here given, that 
his trust is to be in his Lord's defense, and not 
in his own prowess, is truly comforting, and 
ought to be a sure preservative against the 
cowardly conduct of turning " back in the day 
of battle," as we are told Israel did of old, and 
as many a ** sworn liegeman of the cross" has 
done since. 

When we set out in the Christian course, we 
must feel that there is to be no going back, no, 
not even a looking back, or we are not fit for the 
kingdom of heaven : we must imitate that an- 
cient warrior, who, we are told, burnt all his 
ships, and left himself and his men in an ene- 
my's country, without any hope of deliverance 
but by fighting for their lives. 



the division of the service into so many short prayers. Were 
there no other, this, to the pious heart, were a sufficient and 
delightful justification : she thus breaks up her service, as if 
to seek occasion for a frequent bringing in of the name of 
Jesus — making each successive step in our devotional ascent 
to rest upon Jesus— leading us to climb up by Him, as on the 
fast recurring rounds of the mystic ladder of the Patriarch^s 
vision. — ^Am. Ed. 
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COLLECT FOE GEACE. 

Lord, our heavenly Father, Almigh- 
ty AND EVERLASTING GOD, WHO HAST SAFELY 

brought us to the beginning of this day ; 
Defend us in the same with Thy mighty 

POWER ; 

Few of us are at all aware of the innumera- 
ble dangers to which we are constantly exposed. 
In reading the lives of the Rev. John Newton 
and some others, we can not but be struck with 
the number of narrow escapes, or rather provi- 
dential deliverances which they experienced, 
and we do well to lay up in our memories all 
such remarkable instances as come in the way 
of history or experience imder observation ; but 
perhaps it will hereafter appear, that the cases 
we considered so remarkable were by no means 
uncommon, and that in addition to the outward 
and visible interpositions of divine providence, 
there has been, in countless unknown and un- 
observed instances, the uplifted arm, and the 
shielding hand, preserving us either from instant 
death, or tremendous accident : add to this, the 
long-continued sustentation of bodily life in 
creatures fearfiilly and wonderfully made, having 
the seeds of corruption in themselves, and sur- 
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rounded by the atmospliere of contagion. And 
oh I when we reflect that the derangement of 
the minutest wheel in the complicated machinery 
of our mortal frame, is oftentimes sufficient to 
cause excruciating agony, mental derangement, 
or sudden death — what a miracle of forbearing 
love will our days, and weeks, and years of 
health, and life, and consciousness appear to us ! 
And how comforting, amid all the changes and 
chances of this transitory life, to reflect that the 
" mighty power" of the everlasting God is daily 
exercised in the bodily and spiritual preserva- 
tion of His people. All things are upheld by 
the word of His power, but His children are 
supported in the everlasting arms of His love. 

•* Angels the saints from noon-day perils keep, 
Encamp around their couches while they sleep, 
Uphold them when they seem to walk alone, 
Nor let them dash their foot against a stone. ^' 

And grant that this day we fall into 
no sin, neither run into any kind of 

DANGER ; 

Oh I what a miracle do we desire in asking 
to be kept a whole day without sin / Eesolutions 
against sin, too often like mercenary troops, 
though they make a show in time of peace, 
utterly desert us in the hour of danger. Then 
" Blessed is the man whose strength is in Thee," 
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O Lord ; even him whom Thou hast taught to 
know his utter helplessness ! 

In the petition that we may not run into 
danger, temporal danger is no doubt referred to, 
as well as spiritual : but looking at the sentence 
in reference to the danger of temptation^ the con- 
nection between that and the preceding request 
is very striking : for if we honestly desire to be 
kept from 5m, we shall do all that in us lies to 
avoid running into danger^ unless providentially 
called to encounter it. It is fabulously recorded 
of Ulysses, on his return by sea from the Tro- 
jan war to the island of Ithaca, of which he 
was king, that the Syrens used every effort to 
stop him, but that he might be in no danger of 
surprise from their melodious voices, he stopped 
his ears, and caused himself to be tied to the 
mast of the ship. Oh ! that Christians would 
take steps as effectual for avoiding temptations, 
or at least for resisting them in their beginning. 
Thus would they obtain the blessedness of the 
man that " stoppeth his ears from hearing of 
blood, and shutteth his eyes from seeing evil." 

But so low have we fallen, that even our 
judgment is not to be trusted to decide what is 
dangerous when our passions are interested ; for 
the treacherous faculty is often prevailed on to 
take a bribe, and Proteus-like, suits itself to the 
various transformations of our corrupt feelings. 

6* 
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Therefore we pray to be kept by the mighty 
power of our God, not only from sin, but from 
falling into danger : and so in another place we 
are taught by our Lord Himself to say : "Lead 
us not into temptation." 

But that all our doings, being ordered 
BY Thy governance, 

Wilberforce justly remarks that " no actions 
are indiBferent," and this is the same truth which 
St. Paul expresses, when he desires the followers 
of Christ to ** do all to the glory of God." And 
this important truth may be further illustrated 
by the parable of the leaven and the meal ; for 
if the explanation of that parable by some com- 
mentators be correct, it is intended to teach the 
progressive work of holiness in a Christian's 
life, and therefore it implies that every particle 
of the meal, that is, even the minutest action, is 
to be leavened or sanctified. 

It is said of Cyrus that he was a general who 
in repose, as well as in action, nay even in his 
pleasures, his meals, conversation, and walks, 
had his thoughts entirely bent on promoting the 
service. And the historian adds: "It is by 
such methods that a man becomes an able and 
complete warrior." Oh I how much wiser are the 
children of this world, in their generation, than 
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the children of light I If Christians, whether 
they eat or drink, or whatsoever they did, would 
do all to the glory of God, if they would make 
the service of their Lord the subject of their 
thoughts, and the themeof their discourse, when 
they " sit in the house, and when they walk by 
the way, and when they lie down, and when 
they rise up," how many able and complete 
warriors would adorn the ranks of " the Captain 
of our Salvation." Let then the daily prayer 
of the Christian be — 

" Direct, control, suggest this day 
All I design, or do, or say. 
That €ill my powers, with all their might, 
In Thy sole glory may unite." 

May be righteous in thy sight, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Many habits and actions which are " highly 
esteemed" among men are "abomination" in 
God's sight ; and many sins, falsely called in- 
firmities in this deteriorated world, would be 
impieties in the ethics of heaven. A man may 
do much that is amiable in the eyes of men, and 
yet nothing that is righteous in God's sight 
All may seem pure in such a character to the 
clouded natural sight, for it is only in the sun- 
beam of revelation that the actually existing 
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impurities of our moral atmosphere are discern- 
ible. 

[A prayer for the President of the United 
States and all in Civil Authority.*] 

Lord, our heavenly Father, the high 
and mighty euler of the universe, who 

DOST FROM Thy throne behold all THE 
DWELLERS UPON EARTH; MOST HEARTILY WE 

BESEECH Thee, with Thy favor to behold 

AND BLESS ThY SERVANT, THE PRESIDENT OF 

THE United States, and all others in 

AUTHORITY, etc. 

" I exhort," says St. Paul, " that, first of all 
supplications, prayers, and intercessions, and 
giving of thanks, be made for all men — ^for 
kings and all that are in authority." 

Are those who are in civil authority over us, 
spiritually and truly the Lord's servants, then 
our prayers may bring upon them the blessing 
of God's preserving grace, in the midst of the 
temptations and difficulties to which they arc 
peculiarly exposed. Are they *' God's" servants 
only in the sense of the Scripture which says, 
"all things serve Thee?" Our prayers may 

* Added by the American Editor. 
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^ bring upon them the blessing of His converting 
grace. At all events we are bound to pray for 
them — ^to wish them all good, temporal, spiritual, 
and eternal — and the discharge of this our 
bounden duty, will react with a happy effect 
upon ourselves and upon society. Our opinions^ 
in respect to questions of policy, may differ from 
those of our rulers — ^but our feelings towards them 
will not be harsh and rancorous. *^ Blessed are 
the peacemakers." And " what has a greater 
tendency to quell the tumult of passion than the 
solemnity and interests of the throne of grace ? 
How would society settle to a calm, and move 
peacefully and prosperously along, if, after it 
was determined who were the chosen rulers, all 
the people would immediately and habitually 
associate in cordial prayer for them." 

This the Church does, as the Lord directs — 
not occasionally, but habitually. Her arrange- 
ments are wise and good — ^may our hearts accord 
with them. 

THE LITANY. 
O God, the Father of heaven; have 

MERCY UPON us MISERABLE SINNERS. 

O God the Son, Eedeemer of the 
world; have mercy upon us miserable 

SINNERS. 
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O GtoD THE Holy Ghost, pboceeding fboic 
THE Father and the Son; have mercy 

UPON us MISERABLE SINNERS. 

O HOLY, BLESSED, AND GLORIOUS TRINITY, 

THREE Persons and one God, have mercy 
UPON us miserable sinners. 

It would be no difficult task to prove from 
Scripture the technical accuracy of the terms in 
which these petitions are couched. But such 
proof is not needed for those who profess to 
consider the composition on which we are com- 
menting as unexceptionable as any humanly 
devised form of worship. It would however be 
wrong to pass over these simply comprehensive 
petitions, without drawing the attention of the 
petitioner to their special appropriateness to his 
needy soul. For in these choicest of expressions 
we do urge every plea, and ply every argument, 
wherewith fallen man is mysteriously permitted 
tx) wrestle with his Maker. And as the memory 
of the earnest suppliant fetches from the stores 
of revelation the distinctive attributes and 
offices of the three Persons in the Godhead, he 
may surely feel that he is engaging in God's 
appointed way all the interest of heaven in his 
behalf. 

Eemember not. Lord, our offenses, nor 
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THE OFFENSES OF OUR FOREFATHERS ; NEITHER 

TAKE Thou vengeance of our sins : spare 
us, GOOD Lord, spare Thy people, whom 
Thou hast redeemed with Thy most pre- 
cious BLOOD, AND BE NOT ANGRY WITH US 
FOREVER. 

When we feel that we have offended a dear 
earthly j&iend, and that He remembers our mis- 
conduct, we grieve : though we are assured of 
his forgiveness, we would have him forget, as 
well as forgive. Jesus understands us: He 
knows all the misgivings of our poor sinful 
hearts ; and to convince us that He does so. He 
condescends to use, in reference to our offenses 
against heaven, the very language that would 
be acceptable to us from an honored and injured 
fellow-creature. For of each of His j ustified peo- 
ple he says : " I, even I, am he that blotteth out 
thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will 
not remember thy sins." The form of the above 
petition is truly scriptural, as we shall see by 
comparing the following passage from the pro- 
phet Joel — " Let the priests, the ministers of the 
Lord, weep between the porch and the altar, 
and let them say, spare thy people, O Lord" — 
" Whom thou hast redeemed with thy precious 
blood," this is our only plea, we should not dare 
to approach the " holy place," imless we knew 
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that it was sprinkled with the precious blood 
of Christ. 

From all evil and mischief: from sin, 

FROM the crafts AND ASSAULTS OF THE 
DEVIL, FROM ThY WRATH, AND FROM EVER- ' 

lasting damnation ; 
Good Lord, deliver us. 

As all evil and mischief were brought into 
the worid by the devilj so they are propagated 
still by the same dark agency: and the ex- 
pressions, " crafts and assaults" very accurately 
describe the distinct modes of attack practised 
upon us by this deadly foe, and under one or 
other of which may be classed each genus, 
species, and variety of temptation. 

First, then, let us examine into some of His 
crafts : * ' Lest Satan should get an advantage over 
us, for we are not ignorant of his devices." A 
commander gives great proof of his skill in 
tactics, when he succeeds in making the opposite 
party feel secure : and this is generally effected 
by appearing inactive himself ; now this is one 
of the many stratagems Satan has recourse to in 
dealing with men. Another of his devices is, to 
color his treacherous designs with some bright 
tints, tolerating a certain amount of good for the 
sake of the greater evil to be educed : he in fact 
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treats us very mucli as Charles the Ninth of 
France treated the unfortunate Huguenots, 
when, after the whole complicated plan had 
been formed lor their destruction, he entered 
into an alliance with the Protestant Queen of 
England, in order to prevent their suspecting 
his atrocious designs. 

" The proud have laid a snare for me and 
cords, they have spread a net by the way-side, 
they have set gins for me," may the believer 
say ; but though these several means are used 
by Satan to entrap us, yet the Lord rescues His 
chosen by ways which that arch-fiend never 
conceived of. The way which God takes is far 
above out of his sight and out of his reach too. 

Pliny relates that when Decimus Brutus de- 
fended the city of Modena, besieged by An- 
thony, who prevented his sending the least ad- 
vice to the consuls, by drawing lines round the 
city, and lajdng nets in the river — ^Brutus em- 
ployed pigeons, to whose feet he fastened letters, 
which arrived in safety whenever he thought 
proper to send them. Of what use (says Pliny) 
were Anthony's entrenchments and sentinels ? 
Of what service were all the nets he spread, 
when the new courier took his route through 
the air ? The ministering angels fly through 
mid-heaven on embassies of love to His saints, 
and each one has the comfort of knowing that, 
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" Howe'er despised, howe'er forgot, 
Yet God, his God, forgets him not!" 

But the prince of darkness not only strives to 
overcome us by guile ; he scruples not openly 
to wage war with the saints of the Most High ; 
and hence we pray against his " assaults" as well 
as his "crafts." 

If at one time he is represented to us as a 
cunning " serpent," at another time we read of 
him as a " roaring lion," at another as " the 
prince of the power of the air," whom we must 
in the strength of God " resist, steadfest in the 
faith," rejecting with scorn every overture of 
accommodation, not only refusing to make peace 
with him, but avoiding by all means the 
concluding of a truce even for a moment. Let 
us rather attack those legions of his which he 
quarters in our hearts, and that in the same spirit 
with which the Swedes did their opponents ; for 
of that brave people it is recorded by Voltaire, 
that such was their confidence in their king, 
that they never inquired for the number of the 
enemy, but only where they lay. Neither need 
Christians be discouraged by the number or 
malignity of their sins and spiritual foes ; for 
all that God requires of His people is a hearty 
desire and brave determination to fight against 
them wherever they lay. And He promises that 
we shall be " more than conquerors ;" for after 
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defeating the enemy, we employ his own wea- 
pons against him; "temptation working pa- 
tience, and patience experience, and experience 
hope," and these are so many additional fortifi- 
cations raised against our adversaries. 

From all blindness of heart: from 
pride, vain-glory, and hypocrisy; from 
envy, hatred, and malice, and all un- 
charitableness ; 

Good Lord, deliver us. 

" Blindness of heart," being at the root of all 
these specified forms of evil, very properly 
comes first in order. 

We are told that " the god of this world hath 
blinded the minds of them which believe not ;" 
now it may be useful to inquire, how he effects 
this ? In a spiritual sense, just as the Parthians 
defeated Crassus and his Eomans by stirring up 
clouds of dust, cares and pleasures of this world, 
and thus without any direct attack incapacitat- 
ing them from fighting, by blinding their eyes. 
Now it is in the Lord^s power, and it is His pre- 
rogative alone to deliver such, for " He openeth 
the eyes of the blind." When Hagar fainted in 
the wilderness, we do not read that a supply of 
water was produced to relieve her, but that God 
opened her eyes to discern the existing supply. 
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So when sinners are converted, no new stream 
of mercy is formed on their account, but by the 
jDOwer of the Holy Ghost their eyes are enlight- 
ed to perceive that ** fountain opened for sin 
and for uncleanness," which by reason of " the 
veil upon their hearts" they did not perceive 
before. 

But there is a blindness of heart which 
cleaves even to those who love the Lord Jesus 
in sincerity, forasmuch as the old Adam still 
remains in their fallen nature. This it is which 
hinders the judgment from being just, which 
makes it partial, even the want of that upright- 
ness of spirit which none but Jesus ever per- 
fectly exhibited. He only could say, " My judg- 
ment is just, because I seek not mine own will, 
but the will of the Father which hath sent me." 

The steadfastness and steadiness of His alle- 
giance to God, caused the pendulum of judg- 
ment to move with uninterrupted regularity. 
Whereas sinful, alienated man, even in his best 
estate, is ever liable to an inclination which 
destroys the equilibrium, and hence his untruth 
and irregularity. There can not be a more de- 
cided proof of this, than the fact that the natural 
heart is ever ready with plausible excuses to 
itself, as well as to others, for any quastionable 
indulgence. 

We are informed that after the barbarians 
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were tempted by rich, bishoprics to take upon 
them the sacred function, it was impossible to 
repress the eagerness with which the clergy 
rushed into secular amusements, especially field 
sports. Prohibitions of councils, however fre- 
quently repeated, produced little effect. In 
some instances, a particular monastery obtained 
a dispensation: thus, that of St. Denis in the 
year 774, represented to Charlemagne that the 
flesh of hunted animals was salutary for sick 
monks, and that their skins would serve to bind 
the books in their library. 

How ingenious is the rebellious heart in find- 
ing excuses for favorite sins ! How ready is 
Satan to suggest, and man to believe, that the 
end sanctifies the means I 

Oh ! if, when any question as to the path of 
duty, or the lawfulness of any indulgence were 
at issue, we could, so to speak, establish assizes 
in our hearts, if we could bring a judge from a 
distance ; how different would the sentence often 
be ; but alas I a depraved heart is the judge, and 
that judge is personally interested in the deci- 
sion, and strongly attached to the guilty party. 
Our only expedient must be, to endeavor to 
transfer the case to another, to imagine a stranger 
placed in our circumstances ; ourselves the 
casuists and the word of God the touch-stone ; 
when enabled faithfully to do this, how often do 
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we discover the obliquity of our judgment, and 
find that a perverted will precludes the possi- 
bility of a faithful inquisition. From blindness 
of heart then, the most advanced Christian has 
need to be delivered. The several forms of de- 
pravity which are enumerated in this petition 
are too common in our sinful world to need ex- 
planation : but we ought not to pass over them 
witliout just observing, that pride (which to a 
very great extent is sanctioned by the laws and 
customs of this world) is here classed with vices, 
which all men agree in condemning : we pray 
to be delivered from all pride : there is no inti- 
mation here given, that what is often called 
" proper pride" is to be tolerated, neither do we 
find any sanction for that scientific and intel- 
lectual })ride which leads men virtually to set 
up the goddess reason in opposition to the God 
of heaven, and in straining after second causes 
to overlook the first. 

Pride was the first sin of angels : pride may 
be considered the master sin of fallen man: 
pride is perhaps more tenacious of life than 
any other sin : and deeply must we lament that 
in the breasts of the children of God humility 
is often of all Christian graces the most imper- 
fectly developed. 

" Humility ! the sweetest, loveliest flower 
Thni bloomed in Eden, and the first that died, 
Has rarely blossomed amcc oiv Ti\ot\aX ^<i^. 
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It is so frail, so delicate a thing, 

'Tis gone if it but look upon itself; 

And they who venture to esteem it theirs, 

Prove by that very thought they have it not 



yt 



Vain-glory is one of the many subdivisions 
of pride, and hypocrisy partakes largely of its 
nature. 

When Jesus would prove the folly of hypo- 
crisy, in what awful language does He remind 
His hearers of the great revealing day ! He 
says : " Beware ye of the leaven of the Pharisees, 
which is hypocrisy, for there is nothing covered 
that shall not be revealed, neither hid that shall 
not be known." The hypocrite tries to per- 
suade himself that God overlooks some at least 
of his actions. It is only the sincere Christian 
who can dare to think of that day when the Ee- 
deemer will "plead with him face to face." 
Oh ! how should the hypocrite tremble at the 
following awful word of the living God : " Go 

ye, serve ye every one his idols ; but 

pollute ye my holy name no more with your 
gifts and with your idols." And again to the 
Church of Laodicea, Jesus sends this striking 
message : " I know thy works that thou art nei- 
ther cold nor hot, I would thou wert cold or 
hot" It would seem as if Atheism itself was 
less abominable to God, than hollow profession. 
This truth is further illustrated by a passage in 
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Jeremiah, where the marginal reading is very 
remarkable. " Hear now this, O foolish people, 
and without hearty which have eyes and see not, 
which have ears and hear not." Their affections 
not being enlisted in the cause, made it morally 
impossible for the professors here addressed to 
see and hear. There are many excellent judges 
of music who are not themselves performers. 
Tliere are many professors of Christianity whose 
highest displeasure would be roused by a sermon 
scripturally out of tune, would be quick to de- 
tect the jarring of a single note, but who never* 
theless give abundant proof by their daily lives 
that they are no performers^ the voice of the heart 
takes no part in the service of Grod. 

" All but their hearts are there I" 

they retain just what God asks for, who says: 
** My son, give me thy hearth Envy, hatred, 
and malice, though professedly detested in the 
world, are yet cherished in the hearts, and man- 
ifested in the conversation and actions of mul- 
titudes, who would bo shocked at being even 
charged with uncharitableness. Oh ! that such 
persons would study that fine description of true 
charity given by the Apostle in the thirteenth 
chapter of the first epistle to the Corinthians ; 
for who can read it (understanding what he 
rca(b) without being self-convicted ? 
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From all inordinate and sinful affec- 
tions; AND FROM ALL THE DECEITS OF THE 

world, the flesh, and the devil ; 
Good Lord, deliver us. 

Some of the above transgressions are of so 
gross a nature, that Christians are sometimes 
tempted to think that it is almost superfluous to 
pray against them. And many worldly persons 
go through life without any temptation to com- 
mit such sins in the letter of them. They ab- 
hor the very thought of them, and can not en- 
dure the society of those that are addicted to 
them. Now ill the first place it may be useful 
to remind the most advanced Christian, that it 
is the restraining grace of God which can alone 
keep them from fiilling into the deadliest sins. 
" The Lord thy God hath not suffered thee to do 
so," is the true reason of their being kept from 
any iniquity : for many a child of God has lived 
to deplore sins, which in the ardor of his early 
confidence in Jesus, no power on earth could 
have induced Him to anticipate. And oh I let the 
Christian remember that there is a refined sen- 
suality, (a sensuality of thought and feeling,) 
which the devil prepares as a bait for the old man 
which yet remains in the Christian's heart, which 
is of so subtle a nature that it can insinuate 
itself into the minutest interstices of the heart, 

7 
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and there does the more effectual execntioii, be- 
cause its entrance makes no foul breach in the 
outward life. And let those moral church-going 
sinners (who while they decry all immorality, 
yet live in habitual worldly-mindedness) remem- 
ber, that " workers of vanity" are to be destroy- 
ed as well as " workers of iniquity," and though 
man, like the silly ostrich, hides his eyes and 
thinks God does not see ; and though he forgets 
God, and hopes God will forgive him : yet the 
day is coming, when he will discover to his 
everlasting confusion that God is not " such an 
one as himself." Let such characters take no- 
tice that we pray in the same breath against 
"the deceits of the world," as against the more 
palpable transgressions of God's law. And is 
it not most consistent so to do, when we are told 
upon divine authority that the lover of the 
world is the enemy of G od, and that the earthly- 
minded are going the same road as the profli- 
gate? And common-sense may convince us 
that we can not follow any earthly phantom 
without turning our backs upon the King of 
kings : and thereby incurring the censure con- 
tained in Jer. 32 : 33 : " And they have turned 
unto me the back, and not the face : though I 
taught them, rising up early and teaching them, 
yet they have not hearkened to receive instruc- 
tion." 
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From lightning and tempest; from 
plague, pestilence, and famine; from 
battle and murder, and from sudden 

DEATH ;* 

Good Lord, deliver us. 

These calamities (except by the avowed in- 
fidel) are universally acknowledged to be from 

* It is our duty and our priyilcge to be always prepared for 
death. But to be cut down suddenly, were to die in a man- 
ner, at which nature shrinks, and which grace may deprecate 
without blame. It is a solemn thing to die. True, it is writ- 
ten, " Blessed are they which are called to the marriage sup- 
per of the Lamb ;" and in preparation for this, it is ^^ granted 
unto them that they should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and 
white, which is the righteousness of saints,^' and, in all this 
they are bidden to " rejoice and be glad ;'' but still the very 
blessedness of their destiny, to say nothing of the awful so- 
lemnities attendant on its consummation, may well render it 
desirable that they should have space, if but for the stilling 
of the beating heart — a last and special adjustment of the 
raiment of fine linen, wherewith for the presence chamber, 
they are invested by the king himself. Nevertheless, the mat- 
ter is submitted by the believer, to the Lord^s wisdom and 
goodness. And, with the Church, his final prayer is : " Fulfill 
the desires and petitions of thy servant as may be most expe- 
dient for me." He is in the hands of a covenant God. 

** Lord, my God, do Thy most holy will ; 
I will lie still, 

I will not stir lest I forsake Thine arm 
And break the charm, 

Which leads me clinging to my Father^s breast 
In perfect rest." — Am. Ed. 



148 RICHES OF 

God. The first mentioned are called by the 
Lord Himself His "sore judgment," and the two 
last, we learn from Scripture He has often in- 
flicted in the case of individuals as the immediate 
punishment of sin. 

Now in the inscrutable wisdom of that God 
whose " ways are past finding out," the right- 
eous in this present evil world are often permit- 
ted to suffer with the wicked ; but while the 
judgment to them wears the aspect of a Father's 
chastening, to the ungodly it is the vengeance 
of an offended God, and the prelude to everlast- 
ing misery. Of all men, (of those that serve 
God and of those that serve Him not,) it may 
with truth be said, that " in the midst of life we 
are in death." Yet those who " abide under 
the shadow of the Almighty," need not be 
afraid for the terror by night, nor for the arrow 
that flieth by day, nor for the pestilence that 
walketh in darkness, nor for the destruction that 
wasteth at noon-day." Oh I then, 

"What cordial joy, what consolation strong, 
Whatever winds arise or billows roll, 
Our interest in the master of the storm.*' 

From all sedition, privy conspiracy, 
AND rebellion ; from all false doctrine, 

HERESY, and SCHISM; FROM HARDNESS OP 
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HEART AND CONTEMPT OF ThY WoRD AND 

Commandment ; 
Good Lord, deliver us. 

Oh ! that all the great men and mighty men, 
all our rulers in church and state, would be 
convinced that political revolutions are not un- 
frequently the result of evil passions. That 
sedition, privy conspiracy, and rebellion, are 
most natural results of false doctrine, heresy, 
schism, and all proceed from hardness of heart, 
and secret or open contempt of God's word and 
commandment. After the Apostle Paul has 
been speaking of the vilest and most lawless 
characters, in the first chapter of his first epistle 
to Timothy, he adds, "And if there be any 
other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine," 
implying that sound doctrine is diametrically 
opposed to such evils. 

The miseries which flow from the list of evils 
contained in the above petition are not so gene- 
rally felt to be "from the Lord" as the judg- 
ments we were just now considering : for as they 
come to us through the channel of second 
causes, the eye of faith is required to discern 
their source, and " all men have not faith." But 
those who through the medium of that precious 
gift can see the hand of Jesus moulding all 
events into judgments or mercies, according to 
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His sovereign will, and applying them with 
never-failing wisdom to the several objects of 
His providential care, will no doubt be pleased 
with the following extract from an ancient con- 
fession, wherein this glorious truth is simply 
and clearly stated. 

"We believe that this most gracious and 
mighty God, after He had made all things, left 
them not to be ruled after the will of chance or 
fortune : but Himself doth so continuallv rule 
and govern them, according to the prescript 
rule of His holy will, that nothing can happen 
in this world without His decree and ordinance, 
and yet God can not be said to be either the 
author, or guilty of the evils that happen in this 
world. For both His infinite and incomprehen- 
sible power and goodness stretcheth so far, that 
even then He decreeth and executeth His works 
and deeds justly and holily, when as both the 
devil and the wicked do unjustly. And what- 
soever things He doth passing the reach of man's 
capacity, we will not curiously, and above our 
capacity, inquire into them: nay, rather we 
humbly and reverently adore the secret, yet 
just judgments of God. For it sufficeth us, (as 
being Christ's disciples,) to learn only those 
things which He Himself teachcth in His word, 
neither do we think it lawful to pass these 
bounds. And this doctrine aflfordeth us exceed- 
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ing great comfort. For by it we know that no- 
thing befalleth us by chance, but all by the will 
of our heavenly Father, who watcheth over us 
with a &therly care indeed, having all things in 
subjection to Himself, so that not a hair of our 
head, (which are every one numbered,) can be 
plucked away, nor the least sparrow light on the 
ground, without the will of our Father. In 
these things therefore do we wholly rest, ac- 
knowledging that God holdeth the devils and 
all our enemies so bridled as it were with 
snaffles, that without His will and good leave 
they are not able to hurt any of us ; and in this 
place we reject the detestable opinion of the 
Epicureans, who feined God to be idle, to do 
nothing, and to commit all things to chance." 

By the mystery of Thy holy Incarit a. 
TiON ; BY Thy holy Nativity and Circum- 
cision; BY Thy Baptism, Fasting, and 
Temptation ; 

Good Lord, deliver us. 

By Thine Agony and bloody Sweat ; by 
Thy Cross and Passion ; by Thy precious 
Death and Burial ; by Thy glorious Ee- 
surrection and ascension ; and by the 
cojnNG OF THE HoLY Ghost ; 

Good Lord, deliver us. 
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Tremendous truths ! What mortal eye 
Can all their heights and depths descry ? 
What most enlightened mind can trace 
The wonders of redeeming grace ? 

The facts each careless tongue repeats, 
Moved angels from their shining seats : 
Nay more ! The ** ladder** they compose, 
By which Christ came, by which He rose, 
By which He conquered all our foes. 

Behold some of the links in that chain of 
love which Jehovah has let down to draw men 
unto Himself. Each link is all-important in it- 
self, and all are inseparably connected with one 
another. Our Church has wisely appointed 
certain seasons for the commemoration of, and 
the more exclusive dwelling upon, each of the 
events which she here teaches us piously to enu- 
merate. And having thus provided for the 
instruction of her children, charitably supposes 
that they are familiar with the doctrines these 
truths involve : and deems it not necessary to 
interrupt the flowing fervor of these her suppli- 
cations by any explanation of the pleas she 
urges. Nor is it needful: for in the intelli- 
gently pious heart the bare mention of each 
fkct will wake up such a train of grateful 
remembrances, as the most elaborate exposition 
of them would fail to produce in those whose 
ooliiintellects alone are made the store-houses 
fop divJ^^ truth. 
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By the mystery op Thy holy incarna- 
tion ; 

The great mystery of godliness, God manifest 
in the flesh, is here most properly put first in 
order, because it is the very key-stone which 
supports the whole arch of Christian revelation. 

The incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ is 
one of those miraculous facts, those imexplained 
wonders, which have ever been stumbling-blocks 
to the wisdom of the world. 

A late minister discoursing on this subject 
thus expressed himself: 

" Without controversy, great is the mystery 
of godliness. More literally, the mystery of 
religion is confessedly great. Where, by godli- 
ness or religion, are evidently meant, the distin- 
guishing doctrines of Christianity; and, by 
mystery, the obscurity, or incomprehensibility, 
with which those truths are more or less attend- 
ed, during man's present benighted state below. 
I explain the term, mysterious, by incompre- 
hensible ; because, properly speaking, the mys- 
teriousness of divine objects does not so much 
arise from the nature of the objects themselves, 
as from our inability to comprehend them. 
The darkness is in us, not in them. It is the 
imperfection of human reason, both as to light, 
capacity, and strength, which gives birth to the 

7* 
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mjsteries. Thus many things unfathomable by 
men, are self-evident to angels : and things stiU 
more obscure, in whose contemplation even an- 
gels would lose their depth, are, to Grod, clearer 
than meridian day. 

" In direct opposition both to Scripture and 
common-sense, there are writers who make no 
scruple to assert roundly, that Christianity is not 
mysterious: and that * whatever doctrines are 
involved in mystery ought, for that very reason, 
to be rejected as false.' If we admit this, we 
must, to be consistent, renounce our senses, as 
well as our faith, and throw philosophy into the 
same grave with Christianity. 

" For, are not the mysteries of nature, no less 
than those of grace, confessedly great ? Did 
that philosopher ever live, who knew the real 
texture, and could explain all the properties, 
even of a single atom that floats in the air, or 
a particle of sand upon the sea-shore ? And 
yet, to deny the existence of these bodies, merely 
because we know not what they are, nor how 
they exist, were madness outright. Every ob- 
ject that surrounds us, even those with which 
we are experimentally conversant, defeats our 
most labored researches, and laughs our penetra- 
tion to scorn. If, then, there is more comprised 
in the most inferior and familiar instances of 
divine wisdom, than, perhaps, philosophy will 
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be able to elucidate while the world remains ; 
why should we start, at being told from scrip- 
ture, that ' great is the mystery of godliness ?' 
Surely, reason itself will acknowledge, that so 
far from not being mysterious at all, things 
spiritual and heavenly must, from the transcend- 
ant superiority of their nature, be abundantly 
more mysterious than the objects of sense. The 
higher we go, the stronger this observation binds. 
In the scale of beings, the farther our contem- 
plation ascends, the more must our difficulty of 
comprehension increase. Matter, both in itself 
and in its various modifications, is inexplicably 
mysterious; the nature of spirit, whether human 
or angelic, is more mysterious still ; and God, 
the infinite, uncreated spirit, is most mysterious 
of all. 

" If the fashionable maxim be true, that our 
faith should go no farther than the clearness of 
our ideas, that is, in other words, if all myste- 
ries are to be cashiered and expunged without 
mercy ; we have nothing to do but to commence 
infidels and madmen at once. We must, by 
parity of argument, deny the existence of every 
object whatever, in the whole compass of nature ; 
because there is not a single object which we 
perfectly understand. We must deny the being 
of a Deity, because our reason is at a loss to 
explain his essence, and manner of operation. 
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We must deny our own existence because we are 
ignorant botli of the particles whereof our bodies 
are composed, and of the nature of that soul by 
which the human body is actuated. In short, 
resolve to believe no mysteries, and you vir- 
tually resolve to believe nothing at all ; for every- 
thing is mysterious, in a greater or less degree, 
from the highest archangel, down to the most 
imperceptible animalcule ; and from the sun in 
the firmament, down to the minutest particle of 
matter. The very terms, which philosophy is 
forced to make use of, prove the scantiness of 
that rational cordage, which, unable to sound a 
drop of common water, would madly presume 
to fathom infinity. What, for instance is attrac- 
tion ? and what is repulsion ? Names for cer- 
tain effects, of whose real causes we are in 
the main, as utterly ignorant, as the boy that 
holds the plough, or as the peasant that directs 
the team." 

In the front of religious mysteries, St. Paul 
places the miraculous and supernatural incarna- 
tion of Jesus Christ. " God was manifest in the 
flesh :" God the Son, who, in the covenant of 
redemption, had taken upon Him to deliver 
man, became man, to accomplish that deliver- 
ance. 
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By Thy holy Nativity* 

" And she brought forth her first-born son, 
and wrapped him in swaddling-clothes, and laid 
Him in a manger ; because there was no room 
for them in the inn." 

^^ Lo ! there He lies — ^tbat smiling infant said 
Heaven, earth, and sea exist, and they obeyed ; 
E^en He whose being swells beyond the skies, 
Is born of woman, lives, and mourns, and dies.*' 

And Circumcision; by Thy Baptism, 
Fasting, and Temptation ; 
Good Lord, deliver us. 

God made His blessed Son to be circumcised 
and obedient to the law for man, and of Him 

* In the Memoir of Charles of Bala, by the Rev. Edward 
Morgan, Vicar of Syston, mention is made of the celebrated 
Daniel Rowland, usually called the Apostle of Wales. Prodi- 
^ous effects were produced by his earnest and fdthful minis- 
try. Repeated and extensive revivals of religion occurred. 
The very first, says, the Memoir, took place while he was 
officiating in the church, and occurred, as perhaps many will 
be surprised to hear, while he was reading the Litany, and at 
that passage of it which begins thus, " By the mystery of 
Thy holy incarnation,*' etc. The effect was astonishing ; the 
people were melted into tears. The impression spread widely, 
large additions were made to the three churches which ho 
served. Most o£ whom stood their ground, and gave evidence 
that their conversion was the production of divine power.— 
Am. Ed. 
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it can with truth be said, that He " walked in 
all commandments and ordinances of the law 
hlamehssy " Then cometh Jesus from Galilee 
to Jordan, unto John, to be baptized of him. 
But John forbade him, saying, I have need to 
be baptized of thee, and com est thou to me? 
And Jesus answering, said unto him : Suffer it 
to be so now ; for thus it becometh us to fulfill 
all righteousness. Then he suffered him," 

** Conscious of Deity within, 
To bow before an heir of sin !" 

Surely it was one of the most striking proofs 
of His wonderful condescension! For our 
sakes He fasted forty days and forty nights, 
and 

** When by the Spirit to the desert led, 
Vapors His covering, turf and stones His bed, 
With hunger, thirst, fatigue, and watching worn, 
Jesus the Tempter^s dire assaults had borne, 
Still with the written word his wiles repelled, 
Though long in that mysterious conflict held — 
When the foiled fiend at length shrunk back with shame, 
Angels to minister unto Him came.^' 

By Thine Agony and bloody Sweat; 

** In lone Gethsemanc^s most doleful shade, 
When in such agony of soul He prayed, 
That the dark sweat, from every pore around. 
Burst like great blood-drops, falling to the ground. 
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An angel — ^from twelve legions marshaled nigh, 
Who waited but the signal of His eye- 
Spread o^er the Son of God his shadowing wing, 
To strengthen Him whom angels own their King." 

In the Psalms of David is awfully depicted 
the mental and moral sufferings of God's dear 
Son, when His soul was made an offering for 
sin. The grief which the Lord put Him to 
when He " was angry with him for our sokes^'^ 
and "for a small moment hid his face from 
him," never has been, and never can be, expe- 
rienced by any human soul, either in earth or 
hell : for no saved soul can ever writhe imder 
the actual wrath of God : and no unholy being 
is capable of the exquisite susceptibility of men- 
tal suffering which invested the agonies of Jesus 
with their infinite intenseness. Christians are 
apt to think too seldom and too lightly on this 
part of Christ's anguish : but it is certain that 
just in proportion as the light of God's coun- 
tenance, and the sense of His love are experienc- 
ed and enjoyed in the believer's heart, just in 
the same degree he will be enabled to appre- 
ciate, and will love to meditate on, this most 
affecting part of the distresses of his Lord. But 
to the greater part of mankind, with regard to 
their interest in this sacred subject, the words 
of the prophet Jeremiah will apply, when in 
prophetic strains he cries : " Is it nothing to you, 
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all ye that pass by? behold, and see if there be 
any sorrow liie unto my sorrow, which is done 
unto me, wherewith the Lord hath afflicted me 
in the day of his fierce anger." 

By Thy Cross and Passion ; 

** There hangs all human hope ; that nail supports 
The falling universe !" 

Oh ! the abundant riches of God's great mercy ! 
Oh I the unspeakable goodness of His heavenly 
wisdom I When all hope of righteousness was 
past on our part, when we had nothing in our- 
selves, whereby we might quench His burning 
wrath, and work the salvation of our own souls, 
and rise out of the miserable estate wherein we 
lay; then, even then, did Christ the Son of 
God, by the appointment of His Father, come 
down jfrom heaven, to be wounded for our sakes, 
to be reputed with the wicked, to be condemned 
unto death, to take upon Him the reward of our 
sins, and to give His body to be broken on the 

cross for our offenses But as it profiteth 

a man nothing to have salve, unless it be well 
applied to the part infected ; so the death of 
Christ shall stand us in no force, unless we ap- 
ply it to ourselves in such sort as God hath 
appointed. Almighty God commonly worketh 
by means, and in this thing He hath also or- 
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dained a certain mean, whereby we may take 
firuit and profit to our soul's health. What 
mean is that? Forsooth it is feith. Let us, 
then, eveiy one cry, " Lord, increase it." 

By Thy precious Death and Burial; 

To those who believe, Jesus and all He did 
and said is precious, and the warmest expressions 
are cold, and language itself is scanty, when the 
Church would speak of her " Beloved." 

Jesus in His meridian glory, could not have 
been gazed upon by mortal man : but as the na- 
tural sun when he sets, may be looked upon with 
delight, so the Sun of Eighteousness descended 
below the horizon of His Godhead, emptied Him- 
self and laid down His life, that we might 
" look unto him, fix our eyes on him, and be 
saved." 

By Thy glorious Eesurrection and As- 
cension ; 

*' Oh ! joy to Mary first allowed, 
When roused from weeping o'er His shroud^ 
By His own calm, soul-soothing tone, 
Breathing her name as still His own." 

He " was delivered," saith St. Paul, " for our 
oflfenses, and was raised again for our justifica- 
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tion." Oh I most comfortable word, evermore 
to be borne in remembrance. He died, saith 
he, to put away sin ; He rose again to endow 
lis with righteousness. His death took away 
sin and malediction. His death was the ransom 
of them both ; His death destroyed death, and 
overcame the devil, which had the power of 
death in His subjection; His death destroyed 
hell, with all the damnation thereof . . . 
Now "if ye delight in this article of our feith, 
that Christ is risen again from death to life, then 
follow you the example of His resurrection, as 
St Paul exhorteth us, saying : As we be buried 
with Christ by our baptism unto death, so let 
us daily die to sin, mortifying and killing the 
evil desires and motions thereof And as Christ 
was raised up from death by the glory of the 
Father, so let us rise to a new life, and walk 
continually therein, that we may likewise as 
natural children, live a conversation to move 
men to glorify our Father which is in heaven. 
If we then be risen with Christ, by our faith, to 
the hope of everlasting life, let us rise also with 
Christ, after His example, to a new life, and 
leave our old. We shall then be truly risen if 
we seek for things that are heavenly, if we set 
* our affections on things that be above, and not 
on things that be on the earth.' " 

" And while they looked steadfastly toward 
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heaven as he went up, behold two men stood 
by them in white apparel, which also said : Ye 
men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into 
heaven ? This same Jesus which is taken up 
from you into heaven, shall so come in like 
manner as ye have seen him go into heaven." 

Oh! with what inexpressible comfort must 
these words have filled the souls of the disci- 
ples ! their faith weak, their hearts sorrowful, 
and their Master gone ; then, just then, the joy- 
fdl assurance that they should again see Him 
"face to face" was given, and may we not par- 
take of their joy ? Though we have not seen 
Him, do we not love Him? Has He not done 
as much for us as for them? and is not His 
resurrection a pledge of our passing to our joy- 
ful resurrection through the grave and gate of 
death ? 

The more we meditate on the concomitants of 
that wondrous consummation, the description 
which in types and prophecies fills up so con- 
siderable a part of the sacred volume, the larger 
will be our view of the honors and happiness 
to which the saints are predestinated, and the 
deeper our gratitude for what Jesus has secured 
to us by His glorious resurrection and ascen- 
sion. 

And by the coming of the Holy Ghost ; 
Good Lord, deliver us. 
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In the second chapter of the Acts, we have a 
full and inspired account of the event here 
primarily intended ; but we must not think, to 
use the words of our homily, that this Comforter 
was either promised, or else given only to the 
apostles, but also to the universal Church of 
Christ, dispersed through the whole world, for 
unless the Holy Ghost had been always present, 
governing and preserving the Church from the 
beginning, it could never have sustained so many 
and great brunts of affliction and persecution 
with so little damage and harm as it hath. 
.... For it is the Holy Ghost and no other 
thing that doth quicken the minds of men, stir- 
ring up good and godly motions in their hearts, 
which are agreeable to the will and command- 
ment of God, such as otherwise of their own 
crooked and perverse nature, they should never 
have. " That which is bom of the flesh," saith 
Christ, " is flesh, and that which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit." As for the works of the Spirit, 
the fruits of faith, charitable and godly motions, 
if man have any at all in him, they proceed only 
of the Holy Ghost, who is the only worke • of 
our sanctification, and maketh us new men in 
Christ Jesus. 

In all time of our tribulation ; in all 
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time of oub pbospebity; in the houb op 
death, and in the day of judgment; 
Good Lobd, deliveb us. 

There is perhaps no more striking proof of 
the existence of a natural conscience in men, 
than the fact that very generally, even the most 
ungodly among them, make some attempts to 
gain God's helping hand, or at least to propitiate 
His anger in the time of tribulation. An in- 
stinctive feeling of helplessness makes them 
involuntarily look upwards : but the Lord Him- 
self exposes the unreasonableness and useless- 
ness of such slavish and cowardly supplications. 
He says of Israel : " They have turned their back 
unto me, and not their face ; but in the time of 
their troubk they will say, arise and save us ; but 
where are thy gods that thou hast made thee, 
let them arise if they can save thee in the time 
of thy trouble :" and again : " Go and cry unto 
the gods which ye have chosen, let them deliver 
you in the time of your tribulation." 

But to His faithful people, thus saith the Lord, 
" Call upon me in the day of trouble, I will 
deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me ;" and 
from precious experience they can say: "I 
sought the Lord and he heard me, and deliver- 
ed me from all mj fears^ " Oh ! fear the Lord, 
ye his saints, for there is no want to them that 
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fear him." In the day of a Christian's trouble 
there is ready help ; when the martyr Stephen 
looked up to heaven for support, he saw Jesus, 
not sitting, but standing^ and the attitude is very 
expressive, at the right hand of God. Every 
sincere Christian can in a greater or less degree, 
according to his faith, say with St. Paul, " I 
have learned in whatsoever state I am, there- 
with to be content;" and therefore like the 
grandest and most magnificent natural scenery, 
he is not dependent upon, nor affected by the 
advenitious circumstances of Mr weather and 
sunshine, but through the densest atmosphere, 
the great and beautiful outlines of his character 
are discernible, and hence in the midst of sor- 
rows, personal or relative — ^in the midst of pain, 
bodily or mental, it may be truly said, 

" A good man seen^ though silent, counsel gives." 

In all time of our prosperity; 

How few think of Him at that time I Hence 
the declaration of Jesus : " I say unto you, it is 
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a nee- 
dle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom 
of God." And hence the many cautions and 
exhortations to the rich throughout the Bible. 
" They that will be rich fall into temptation and 
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a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts 
which drown men in destruction and perdition ;" 
and again, " If riches increase, set not your 
heart upon them." 

" Not many wise, rich, noble, or profound 
In science, win one inch of heavenly ground." 

Yet in all ages, there have been some ; and 
when in the providence of God, a man is made 
the steward of great wealth, Q-od*s grace is suffi 
dent to make him a faithful one."* 

In the hour of death; 

That hour which most men anticipate with 
trembling anxiety, if not with inconceivable 
horror: and the thoughts of which, deeming 
them incompatible with all present enjoyment, 
they habitually and sedulously endeavor to put 
from them. Yet none can annihilate the 
thought, and there are seasons, when in spite of 
all their attempts to escape the sight of it, the 
actual contemplation of death's features is forced 
upon them. 

* It is a well-known saying of Gregory Nadanzen : " If I 
have any earthly possession, health, credit, learning, etc., the 
only contentment I derive from them, is that I have somewhat 
to lay at the feet of Jesus and consecrate to His service/' 
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He who hath bent him o'er a beloved friend, 
when the cord of life is just let loose, when 
** the spirit is gone out," (according to the ex- 
pressive idiom of an eastern language,) when 
we look upon the shell of the flown bird, (as an 
ancient philosopher expressed it,) then the cer- 
tainty of our own exit, of our own flight, will 
rush upon us, and for a time will often stagger 
the boldest infidelity, and stop the wildest career. 
But the wounded hearts of the unregenerate, 

*' like the wounded air, 
Soon close ; where past the shaft no trace is found, 
As from the wing no scar the sky retains, 
The parted wave no furrow from the keel, 
So dies in human heart the thought of death." 

And so the children of the world proceed till 
the day of their own death, when having been 
ungodly, they remain ungodly still, they die 
most commonly as they have lived, and enter 
into the eternal world either in trembling des- 
pair or stupid insensibility. 

But from the first saved sinner who tasted of 
temporal death, to the present hour, there has 
ever been " a little band, a faithful few," whose 
death has to them been "gain," and who, while 
standing on the brink of Jordan's dark waters, 
have felt that, 

*' Worlds would not bribe them back to tread, 
Again life's dreary tvaste :*' 




THE LITURGY. 169 

For being ftill assured that to be absent from 
the body, is to be present with the Lord, many 
of these BGs beloved children have been ready 
to think the time of their earthly education 
long, and to msh. and sigh to be at home with 
the Father. To such, the contemplation of a 
brother or sister just going, or jnst gone to join 
the holy happy femily, has but the effect of 
quickening their own desires to " fly away and 
be at rest." Yet even these happy people have 
need to pray for deliverance in the hour of death, 
for though death has lost its sting, yet the form 
of it is still frightful to flesh and blood : and the 
bodily sufferings which God's people, as weU as 
others are often called to go through in their 
last hours, causes them to have great need of a 
strong and Uvely faith, and of a double portion 
of God's Holy Spirit. Therefore our blessed 
Lord, who anticipates all our wants, has scatter- 
ed through His holy Scriptures many sweet and 
precious promises of being with His people to 
help and deliver them in their last hours. In 
confiding faith then may each one say : "Yea, 
though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of dd&,th, I will fear no evil, for thou art with 
me ; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me." 
And many a dying believer, whose soul is 
staid upon these promises, enjoys even in the 
midst of much bodily anguish, that " perfect 

8 
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peace," wliich feitli in a dying Saviour can alone 
impart: 

....*' as the fowl can keep 

Absolute stillness poised aloft in air, 

And fishes, front unmoyed, the torrents sweep ; 

So may the soul, through powers that faith bestows 

Win rest and easSf and peacSf with bliss that angels share P* 

And in the day of judgment; 

Most men in a Christian country, however 
ignorant of Scripture, have some vague idea 
of the dread accompaniment of the last tribunal : 
but however terrible their conceptions of it may 
be, they can not exceed nor equal the descrip- 
tions of that judgment contained in the word 
of God. The Old as well as the New Testament 
abounds with them, and in these descriptions 
every image is used which is most calculated to 
strike terror, to the imgodly, by setting before 
them the frantic despair, the imalleviated an- 
guish, of which those who live without God 
will be the subjects. 

Time would fail us in pointing out chapters 
and verses in the Bible in which this ^wful 
event is handled by Prophets and Apostles, as 
well as by the Lord Jesus Christ Himself To 
mention one chapter only, the twenty-fourth of 
Isaiah presents us with a fearfiil picture of the 
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Utter undoing of those whose hopes are confined 
to earth : for in harmony with many other pas- 
sages this earthly scene is there represented as 
passing away. The eighteenth verse is a" pecu- 
liarly striking one — " And it shall come to pass, 
that he who fleeth from the noise of the fear 
shall fall into the pit ; and he that cometh up 
out of the midst of the pit shall be taken in 
the snare ; for the windows from on high are 
open, and the foundations of the earth do shake." 
Now when we call to mind that our Lord (as 
well as the Apostle Peter) institutes a comparison 
between the flood in the days of Noah and the 
predicted fiery destruction of the wicked at the 
last day, we can not fail to be struck by the 
similarity of the language used in Scripture to 
describe both these events. 

In the seventh chapter of Genesis we read 
that "The fountains of the great deep were 
broken up, and the windows of heaven were 
opew6c?;" and when Isaiah is describing the 
second great and universal judgment, which shall 
bring *' Fear and tTie pit and the snare upon the 
inhabitants of the earth," for " as a snare shall 
it come on all them that dwell on the fece of the 
whole earth," it is added: ^^ For the windows 
from on high are open, and the foundations of 
the earth do shake." In one instance it was for 
the outpouring of overwhelming waters: in the 
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other for the bursting out of devouring flames. 
" Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence : 
a fire shall devour before him, and it shall be 
very tempestuous round about him." " The 
sinners in Zion are afraid, fearfulness hath sur- 
prised the hypocrites. Who among us shall 
dwell with the devouring fire — who among us 
shall dwell with everlasting burnings. The day 
of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in 
the which the heavens shall pass away with a 
great noise, and the elemeiits shall melt with 
fervent heat ; the earth also and the works that 
are therein shall be burned up." 

But, blessed be our God, there is a brighter 
side of this amazing scene — 

*^ All joy to the believer ! He can speak, 
Trembling, yet happy ; confident, yet meek." 

In the very chapter so replete with righteous 
judgment, infinite love and sovereign mercy are 
equally conspicuous : for " When thus it shall 
be in the midst of the land among the people, 
there shall be as the shaking of an olive-tree, 
and as the gleaning grapes when the vintage is 
done. They shall lift up their voice, they shall 
sing for the majesty of the Lord, they shall cry 
aloud from the sea. From the uttermost part 
of the earth have we heard songs, even glory 
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to the rigliteous." And again the Lord says : 
" Come, my people, enter thou into thy cham- 
bers, and shut thy doors about thee; hide thyself, 
as it were for a little moment, until the indigna- 
tion be overpast." 

In the New Testament the appearing of oui 
Lord Jesus Christ is held out to the believer as 
a stimulus to every exertion, as a comfort under 
every affliction, and as the perfect consummation 
of his bliss. For then shall these our " cor- 
ruptible bodies have put on incorruption, and 
this mortal shall have put on immortality." 
"We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye, at the last trump, for the trumpet shall 
sound, and the dead shall be raised incorrupti- 
ble." The great harvest, " the harvest of the 
earth," will be ripe; that harvest, the "first 
fiuits" of which were presented to the Lord in 
the glorified humanity of His dear Son, and the 
expectation of which has power to make glad 
the hearts of His faithful people not only 
through the journey of life, but in the hour of 
death also. 

We sinners do beseech Thee to hear us, 
Lord God ; and that it ka.y please Thee 

TO RULE AND GOVERN ThY HOLY ChURCH 
UNIVERSAL IN THE RIGHT WAY; 
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We beseech Thee to heae us, good 
Lord. 

" Forasmucli as God from the beginning would 
have men to be saved, and come to the know- 
ledge of the truth, therefore it is necessary that 
always from the beginning, at this day, and to 
the end of the world, there should be a Church, 
that is, a company of the faithful, called and 
gathered out of the world; a commimion of all 
saints, that is, of them who do truly know, and 
rightly worship aad serve the true God in Jesus 
Christ the Saviour, by the word and the Holy 
Spirit, and which by faith are partakers of all 
those good graces, which are freely offered 
through Christ. These are all citizens of one 
and the same city, living under one Lord, under 
the same laws, and in the same fellowship of all 
good things, for so the apostle calleth them 
fellow -citizens with the saints, and of the house- 
hold of God, terming the faithful upon the earth 
saints, who are sanctified by the blood of the 
Son of God. Of these is that article of our 
creed wholly to be understood : * I believe the 
Catholic Church, the communion of saints.' 
And seeing that there is always but one 
God, and one Mediator between God and 
man, Jesus Christ ; also, one shepherd of the 
whole flock, one head of this body ; and to con- 
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elude, one spirit, one salvation, one faitli, one 
testament, or covenant — ^it foUoweth necessarily 
that there is but one Church, which we there- 
fore caU Catholic, because it is universal, spread 
abroad through all the parts and quarters of 
the world, and reacheth unto all times, and is 
not limited within the compass either of time or 
place. 

" The Church is divided by some into divers 
parts or diver sorts ; not that it is rent and di- 
vided from itself, but rather distinguished, in 
respect of the diversity of the members that be 
in it. One part thereof they make to be the 
Church militant, the, other the Church trium- 
phant. The militant warreth stUl on the earth, 
and fighteth against the flesh, the world, and the 
prince of the world, the devH ; and agatost sin 
and death. The other being already set at 
libeny, is now in heaven, and triumpheth over 
all those, being overcome, and continually re- 
joiceth before the Lord. . . . Yea, and it 
felleth out sometimes, that God in His just judg- 
ment suffereth the truth of His word, and the 
Catholic fidth, and His own true worship to be 
so obscured and de&ced, that the Church seem- 
eth almost quite rased out, and not so much as 
a fece of a Church to remain, as we see fell out 
in the days of Elijah, and at other times. And 
yet in the mean time the Lord hath in this 
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world, even in tlds darkness, H5s true worsHp- 
pers, and those not a few, but even seven thou- 
sand and more. For the apostle crieth, * The 
foundation of the Lord standeth sure, and hath 
this seal, the Lord knoweth them that are his,' 
etc. Whereupon the Church of God may be 
termed invisible, not that the men whereof it 
consisteth, are invisible, but because of being 
hidden from our sight, and known only -unto 
God, it can not be discerned by the judgment 
of man. 

"Again, not all, that are reckoned in the 
number of the Church, are saints, and the lively 
and true members of the Church : for there be 
many which outwardly do hear the word of 
God, and publicly receive the sacraments, and 
bear a show to pray unto God alone through 
Christ, to confess Christ to be their only right- 
eousness ; and do seem outwardly to worship 
God and to exercise the duties of charily to the 
brethren, and for awhile through patience to 
endure in troubles and calamities ; and yet they 
are altogether destitute of the inward illumina- 
tion of the Spirit of God, of fiuth and sincerity 
of heart, and of perseverance or continuance to 
the end." Nothing surely need be added to 
so scriptural a description of the Church uni- 
versal. 

That it may please Thee to bless and 
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peesebve all christian rulers and ka.gis- 
trates; giving them grace to execute 
justice, and to maintain truth ; 

We beseech Thee to hear us, good 
Lord. 

"Neither the Church nor Christians are 
necessarily safe. Christians, * even in profess- 
edly Christian lands,' are yet a minority. That 
salutary restraint which piety generally imposes 
on the wicked may be taken away. The ma- 
jority may be left to prejudices and passions 
destructive of our peace and welfare. Infidelity 
may come in like a flood. Our rulers may re- 
joice in the torrent, and like the leaders of 
revolutionary Prance, direct or * allow' its rage 
against the altar. Christians, and all that 
Christians love, may be swept away in wUd and 
bloody confiisi;n. 

"But should not professed infidelity again 
revive its * reign of terror,' irreligion may do 
enough to fill the Church with * mourning, la- 
mentation and woe.' Infiituation may possess 
our rulers. In a thousand ways the sacred 
feeliugs of the Church may be disturbed, and 
the influences of her ordinances destroyed. We 
are too much accustomed to look for danger and 
oppression to the Church only from arbitrary 
Idngs. We forget that the people may be arbi- 

8* 
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trary and oppressive, and the officers that repre- 
sent them be but creatures to please their con- 
stituents and execute all their follies. This is 
our danger — ^not the thunder that breaks upon 
our heads from thrones above us, but the volcano 
that burns and heaves, and ruin from below. 
It becomes us then to pray fervently, that our 
legislators may not sell their oath and conscience 
for a party or a vote, nor strike from our code, 
check after check, till nothing is left for venera- 
tion or restraint; that our rulers and magis- 
trates may not prostitute the dignity and in- 
fluence of office to the interests and corruption 
of an unthinking mob ; but that they may be 
men of independent principle and conduct, who 
will conscientiously legislate, or faithftiUy exe- 
cute what the law enjoins — ^men who will * well 
and truly' try the cause of the poor and op- 
pressed, and of the rich or envied — ^men whose 
talent and influence shall be on the side of pub- 
lic knowledge and morals — ^in a word, that (they, 
* having grace to execute justice and maintain 
truth,') may be, what God intended them, 
' ministers of God for good.' And thus may the 
Church quietly and prosperously pursue her 
work of subduing the world to the obedience 
of faith."* 



* From sennon of Professor Halsey of Princeton College. 
Aif. Eo. 
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That it may please Thee to illuminate 
ALL Bishops, Priests, and Deacons, with 
true knowledge and understanding of 
Thy word ; and that both by their preach- 
ing AND LIVING THEY MAY SET IT FORTH AND 

show it accordingly; 

We beseech Thee to hear us, good 
Lord. 

It has been said of tlie celebrated Lord 
Chatbam, that bis eloquence was attended with 
tbis most important effect, tbat it impressed 
every bearer witb a conviction tbat tbere was 
sometbing in him even finer tban bis words ; 
tbat tbe man was infinitely greater tban tbe 
orator. Now in tbe adaptation of tbe above en- 
comium to tbe faitbfiil ministers of Cbrist tbere 
is neitber room for flattery nor self-exnltation ; 
for tbe principle witbin tbem is divine. An old 
writer bas beautiftdly compared tbe ministers 
of God to vnndows tbrongb wbicb ligbt passes 
into God's spiritual bouse from tbe Sun of 
Eigbteousness ; and no figure could more cor- 
rectly exbibit tbe station tbey hold in God's 
plan of mercy, nothing in themselves, but made 
by His grace tbe medium of heavenly iQumina- 
tion. Obi tbat every minister possessed the 
humility of John the Baptist, when be declared, 
" I am tbe voice," the mere organ of God's com- 
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municatioii — ^useless, xmless used by my Lord. 
But who is sujQ&cient for these things ? None 
truly in themselves, but there is infinite suflS.- 
ciency in Him whose ears are ever open to our 
prayers; and to whom ministers and people 
may alike have access. Every minister, who 
understanding the sacredness of his ordination 
vows, gives himself wholly to the work of the 
Lord, will, like the apostle, crave the prayers of 
his believing people, and especially of his 
spiritual children : aad oh 1 with what ready af- 
fection will they send up for him their most 
ardent supplications ; for between a minister and 
those whom the Lord has given to his ministry, 
there exists such a reciprocation of holy affec- 
tion as far surpasses the tendered ties of mere 
earthly relationship. 

We ask for them in the first place that divine 
illumination without which, (whatever be their 
natural or acquired talents,) no blessing can be 
expected upon their labors. For Jesus being 
the light of the world and the only true light, 
we can not reasonably look for light from those 
who are not illuminated by Him. That this 
illumination is necessary to the true knowledge 
and understanding of Ghod's word, that word 
itself most plainly declares. Such experience 
proves that though natural men may be well 
acquainted with the letter of holy Scripture, (as 
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blind men sometimes know with much accuracy 
the localities of the place where they reside,) 
yet nevertheless they can not see the kingdom 
of God. 

Many are the specimens of true Gospel 
^^ preaching" ajfforded us in Scripture. Prophets 
and apostles preached a whole Gospel and a 
whole Saviour, and Jesus taught the way of 
God in truth, and regarded not the person of 
man, nor ever kept back any truth upon any 
occasion, because it was offensive to flesh and 
blood. He bore a bold and open testimony 
against aU the existing abuses in doctrine and 
practice of the Church to which He belonged. 
Neither has He lefl; Christian ministers without 
precepts and exhortations, to walk in this, as in 
all other particulars, in Hjs steps, and in the 
words of Scripture, not only to reprove and re- 
buke all evil practices, but to " contend earnestly 
for the faith once delivered to the saints." The 
spirit also in which this contention is to be car- 
ried on is as plainly laid down ; a spirit, which, 
because it opposes all the irritability and impa- 
tience of the natural heart, is of such difl&cult 
attainment, and so rarely exhibited in any de- 
gree of perfection, that those of God's ministers 
who engage in controversy, are not only con- 
demned by the world, but o&ea looked upon 
with suspicion by their Christian brethren. 
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Now, though this suspicion be hard to bear, 
when a man clothed with humility and girded 
in the strength of the Lord goes forward with 
the spirit of an Elijah, in conscious honesty to 
lift up his voice against evil, yet from the uncon- 
trollable impetuosity of man's sinful heart there 
has been but too much cause for such mistrust, 
for how often has that which was begun in 
Christian zeal been ended in natural temper ; 
and as many a battle has been lost even by 
veteran solcters from their being tempted to 
pursue an enemy on his own ground ; so many 
a Christian has been wounded and worsted by 
a similar error. One of the greatest warriors 
Europe ever saw, (Charles XII. of Sweden,) was 
killed while examining an enemy's fortress, a 
work which he set about without taking any 
precaution to guard himself from danger ; and 
unless Christians, whether ministers or others, 
guard themselves by continual prayer, the most 
disastrous consequences must be expected both 
to themselves and the cause from religious con- 
troversy. 

But our prayers are not confined to the public 
duties of our ministers : we pray that they may 
not only set forth God's word by their preaching, 
but by their " living" also, or in other words, 
that deeply impressed themselves with the im- 
portance of the tidings they are commissioned 



THE LITURGY. 183 

to bear, they may seize every private oppor- 
tunity of comiiaumcating them to their fellow- 
Christians, and that in all their intercourse with 
them the good of their souls maybe their prime 
object. The fidelity of Abraham's servant to 
an earthly master in an earthly negotiation is a 
beautiful example for ministers in their heaven- 
ly embassy from God to man, for when meat 
was set before him after a long and fatiguing 
journey he said : " I will not eat, until I have 
told mine errand." To be ever ready to deliver 
this message requires much self-denial ; a glor- 
ious example of which we have in our blessed 
Jesus in the following instance, as related by St. 
Mark : " And the apostles gathered themselves 
together unto Jesus, and told him all things, 
both what they had done and what they had 
taught. And he said unto them: Come ye 
yourselves apart into a desert place and rest 
awhile ; for there were many coming and going, 
and they had no leisure so much as to eat. And 
they departed into a desert place by ship, pri- 
vately, and the people saw them departing, and 
many knew him, and ran on foot tHther out 
of all cities, and outwent them and came toge- 
ther unto him. And Jesus, when he came out 
saw much people, and was moved with compas- 
sion t6ward them, because they were as sheep 
not having a shepherd." His little band of 
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followers had just collected about Him to relate 
the success of their labors, He invited them to 
" come apart and rest awhile." But when the 
multitude came about Him, He cheerfully relin- 
quished His purpose, and manifested His com- 
passion by teaching them the things that pertain 
to the kingdom of Gbd. Seeing then that oui 
ministers are encompassed with so many and 
great dangers both from within and from with- 
out, and that they have need of so many Christ- 
ian graces, how fervently and how constantly 
ought we to labor for them in prayer I 

That it may please Thee to bless and 
KEEP ALL Thy people; 

These words naturally direct us to the follow- 
ing divinely dictated blessing, found in the sixth 
chapter of Numbers — "And the Lord spoke 
unto Moses, saying, speak unto Aaron and unto 
his sons, saying, on this wise ye shall bless the 
children, saying unto them. The Lord bless thee 
and keep thee, the Lord make his face shine 
upon thee, and be gracious unto thee. The 
Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and 
give thee peace. And they shall put my name 
upon the children of Israel, and I will bless 
them." The form of this blessing is remarka- 
ble ; it distinctly points to the thrice holy One ; 
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and the substance of it contains all that the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost can bestow 
on this side of heaven. 

** Eternal One, Almighty God ! 
(Since Thou art ours and we are Thine,) 
By all Thy love did once resign. 
By all the grace Thy heavens still hide, 
We pray Thee keep us at Thy side, 
Creator, Saviour, strengthening Guide." 

That it may please Thee to give all 
nations unity, peace, and concoed ; 

Men of all countries and colors find a place 
in the Christian's heart. Like the Father who 
is in heaven, he would have all men to be saved, 
and to come to the knowledge of the truth ; but 
he forgets not to ask for them likewise the bless- 
ings of this life, and of these, one of the chiefest 
is national peace. 

That it may please Thee to give us an 

HEART TO LOVE AND FEAR ThEB, AND DILI- 
GENTLY TO LIVE APTEB ThY COMMANDMENTS ; 

We have had many occasions for observing 
in the course of this service that eternal salva- 
tion (including all spiritual blessings and our 
capability to use and enjoy these blessrags) is 
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the free gift of God. And liere it may be re- 
marked, that we ask Him to give tis an heart to 
love and fear Him, just as we ask Him to give 
us our daily bread, or to give us the kindly 
fruits of the earth. Scripture unequivocally 
states that no man can receive anything except 
it be given him from above. And yet there are 
men who think that the gift of God may be 
purchased with money, and many more who do 
not hesitate to declare that it may be bargained 
for by a good moral life. 

Now though a buying of scriptural blessings 
is certainly mentioned in several passages of 
Scripture, yet -we have only to examine anyone 
of these passages with their contexts, in order 
to prove the fallacy of any self-sufficient argu- 
ment which proud men would deduce from them. 
We may take as an example the fifty-fifth chap- 
ter of Isaiah, in which this subject is very largely 
treated. It begins with an invitation to buy — 
"Hoi every one that thirsteth, come ye to the 
waters, aiid he that hath no money, come ye, 
buy and eat, yea, come buy wine andmilk.with- 
out money and without price." 

The buying without money here mentioned 
is one of those Scripture paradoxes which, 
though they be incomprehensible foolishness to 
the wise of the world, are clear as noon-day to 
those whose hearts are versed in the language 
of faith. "Seeing him who is invisible" — 
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"knowing tlie love of Christ, which passeth 
knowledge" — ^being filled with all the fullness 
of God" — ^are instances of this inspired method 
of communicating heavenly truths to the heart. 
" Without money and without price." To offer 
money would be insulting; to mention any 
price would be undervaluing the blood of Q-od ; 
neither can boasting of any sort be allowed, for 
there is nothing we can give in exchange for 
eternal life ; God "will give freely or he will 
withhold." The way in which He gives is set 
before us in the next verse, in which the pro- 
phecy bursts as it were into a strain of expostu- 
latory astonishment at the blindness and stub- 
bornness of the sons of men. " Wherefore do 
ye spend money for that which is not bread, 
and your labor for that which satisfieth not? 
Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that 
which is good, and let your soul delight itself 
in fiitness." It is as if he said: "I have shown 
you, sons of men, upon the authority of God, 
that the bread of life is offered without money 
and without price; how can you then be so mad 
as to spend not only money, but labor also, for 
that which is not bread at all, and is therefore 
poisoning, not nourishing you ?" But some will 
interfere here, and say in the words of the 
poet — - 

" Hard lot of man — to toil for tlie reward 
Of virtue, and yet lose it ! Wherefore hard ?" 
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The more excellent way is not only clearly 
pointed out, but men are invited and entreated 
to enter on it ; for what saith the Lord in the 
very next verse, " Incline your ear and come 
unto me ; hear and your soul shall Uve, and I 
will make an everlasting covenant with you, 
even the sure mercies of David," (or the Be- 
loved. 

How simple it seems to incline the ear, yet 
how few accept the condescending, loving, invi- 
tation I But where the ear is really gained, faith 
is communicated, and we. are "justified by 
faith," we are "saved by faith:" and "it is of 
faith that it might be by grace, to the end the 
promise might be sure to all the seed." Hence 
immediately follows the blessed promise to those 
who hear, that God will make with them an 
everlasting covenant, even the sure mercies of 
the Beloved, in whom they are accepted, and 
whose oflBLces and work are thus described : 
" Behold I have given him for a witness to the 
people, a leader and commander to the people : 
Behold thou shalt call a nation that thou know- 
est not, and nations that know not thee shall run 
unto thee, because of the Lord thy God, and for 
the Holy One of Israel, for he hath glorified 
thee." Then comes another merciful call to sin- 
ners to repent while He is near, while He is a 
Mediator, that is, during " the times of the Gen- 
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tiles ;" for Scripture informs us, that when these 
times shall be " fulfilled," there will be no place 
for repentance. " For my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith 
the Lord ; for as the heavens are higher than 
the earth, so are my ways higher than your 
ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.' 
These two last verses seem to be inserted as an 
answer to those who through the ignorance that 
is in them, will not admit, because they can not 
see, the freeness of God's salvation, which is so 
undisguisedly declared in this chapter, and espe- 
cially in the next two verses : " For as the rain 
Cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and 
retuxneth not thither, but watereth the earth, 
and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may 
give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater ; 
so shall my word be that goeth forth out of my 
mouth, it shall not return unto me void, but it 
shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall 
prosper in the thing whereto I send it." 

The figure here used will appear more beauti- 
ful when we call to mind that the Holy Spirit 
is very frequently compared to rain. " He shall 
come down like rain upon the mown grass, as 
showers that water the earth." " My doctrine 
shall drop as the rain, my speech shall distill as 
the dew, as the small rain upon the tender herb, 
and as the shower upon the grass." God then 
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would have us know that his purpose caa not be 
frustrated by man's unbelief and when we com- 
pare with this last statement his free offer of 
pardon to the wicked, in the seventh verse — 
we have as it were a bird's-eye view of the 
grand work which he is carrying on during this 
dispensation. This wonderful chapter con* 
eludes with a glance into a yet future dispensa- 
tion, wherein the curse incurred by man's fall 
will be removed fix>m the earth ; and to Jesus, 
the second Adam, will be abundantly restored 
what was forfeited, and would have been irre' 
trievably lost by the first, but for the merciful 
and loving interposition of Jehovah Himselfi 
Oh 1 may we then 

** Learn Him to lore who loved us so dear, 
And in our hearts His blessed image bear.** 

That it may please Thee to give to axjL 
Thy people increase of grace, to hear 
meekly thy Word, and to receive it with 

PURE affection AND TO BRING FORTH THE 
FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT ; 

Much grace is required to hear God's word 
meekly, to receive it as Has message, and to bow 
to it in all the humility of acknowledged subjec- 
tion. To receive it with pure affection is another 
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characteristic of the children of .Gk)d ; to love it 
because it testifies of Jesus. God does not de- 
sire us merely to turn our attention to heavenly 
things, but to set our affections on them ; they 
who are drawn by Jesus, so love Him that they 
run after Him, but alas ! how often does their 
pace slacken I 

Children (it has been remarked) run before 
they walk, and so it is with God's children ; the 
warmth of their affection too ofl»n dies away, 
and like Job, their complaint is : " Oh I that I 
were as in months past." 'The apostle compares 
Christians to racers : we can imagine a man in 
the brining of his course bounding off with the 
utmost zeal, and filled with " assurance," over- 
coming every obstacle ; we can fancy the same 
racer, after he has run well for a time, " faint 
and weary," slackening his pace ; and though 
he does not stop, yet his ardor diminishes. He 
may " fall seven times," and rising again covered 
with shame, may quicken his pace, yet the prize 
of salvation (notwithstanding that it is in reality 
nearer) seems farther from him than when he 
first set out ; he is sore let and hindered in run- 
ning the race that is set before him ; but mark 
him as he approaches the goal I at every step he 
gains a clearer view of "the reward," his former 
strength returns, his zeal redoubles, and he 
springs forward to " lay hold " on eternal life 
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with more than youthM energy ! Let ns then 
" so run that we may obtain," and never let ns 
forget that it must be a running " in the way of 
his commandments," or to use another scriptural 
figure, a bringing forth of the "fruits of the 
Spirit," which are these: "Love, joy, peace, 
long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meek- 
ness, temperanca" 

After a wild unfiruitful tree has been grafted, 
for the purpose of making it a fruit-bearing and 
valuable one, the old stock retains its evil nature 
still, so that he who grafted it has need to watch 
it continually, in order both that the shoots which 
the old stock sends out, may be cut off aa &stas 
they appear, and that the tender buddings of the 
new nature may be cherished and preserved. 
Now what process in the whole circle of nature 
could more beautifully exemplify the tender 
guardianship of Him, who after He has " grafted 
into our hearts the love of his name," daily 
" increases in us true religion," and while He 
mercifully lops off the luxuriant shoots of an 
evil nature, does also watch over us for good, 
" and nourish us with all goodness," in order 
that all things belonging to the Spirit may live 
and grow in us. 

That it may please Thee to bring into 
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THE WAY OF TRUTH ALL SUCH AS HAVE ERRED, 
AND ARE DECEIVED ; 

The testimony of Scripture, and the past his- 
tory of the Church, alike teach us that there 
never has been a period in which this prayer 
was unseasonable. And in order to be con- 
vinced of its special suitableness and value in 
our own day, we need only reflect on the many 
" winds of doctrine," and the various modifica- 
tions of heresy, which at this very time distract 
the visible Church. Of each party, though it 
may truly be said, they " have turned every one 
to his own way ;" yet all have more or less widely 
departed from the good old way of scriptural 
Protestantism, and as the wide-spreading arms 
of this heretical pestilence have embraced some 
of the most favored spots in our own favored 
land, it is not perhaps too much to assert that 
there are probably individuals in almost every 
large congregation, who are individually inter- 
ested in the above petition, feeling it either as a 
painftil probe in their own diseased hearts, or as 
a mournful remembrancer of some beloved 
friend or relative, whose erratic course wakes up 
their tenderest pity, and warms their devotion 
by giving a personal interest in the petition. 

That it may please Thee to strengthen 

9 
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SUCH AS DO STAND, AXD TO CX>MFORT A^TD TO 
HELP THE WEAK-HEARTED, AXD TO RAISE UP 
THEM THAT FALL; AND FINALLY TO BEAT 

DOWN Satan under our feet; 

None but a converted soul can perceive the 
force, or at all enter into the spirit of any one 
of these four clauses. First, " That it may 
please Thee to strengthen such as do stand." It 
is those who do stand who feel the necessity of 
being strengthened from on high, and who see 
the wisdom of the exhortation : " Let him who 
thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he fell." 
And secondly, it is only such, who with all the 
tenderness so peculiar to Christian sympathy, can 
feelingly implore "comfort" for their "weak- 
hearted" brethren. 

Thirdly. It is only a child of God, he who 
knows something of the vile treachery and 
abominable iniquity of his own heart, who can 
not only truly feel for " them that fall," but 
exercise sufficient faith to believe and hope 
against hope, that Jesus will raise them up 
again. 

But it is probable that there are believers in 
every congregation, the conviction of whose 
weakness has been branded upon their souls by 
the fiery trials of some actual personal backlid- 
ing, and whose bones, (to use an expressive 
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scriptural figure,) having been broken by bitter 
repentance, will feel the above petition jar 
upon their newly-set hearts with a painfulness 
which none but the experienced can under- 
stand. 

Now these intercessions for the fallen brethren 
will call up in the memory of such a believer, 
with all the poignancy of personal application, 
and all the vividness of present reality, some 
past occasion of awful turning aside ; some suc- 
cessful stumbling-block of the great enemy of 
souls by which he was laid even with the ground, 
and that hope hidden from his eyes 

^* Without which life is death unseen, 
Incipient hell !" 

But if while all the circumstances of his own 
overthrow are brought before the mind of a 
penitent Christian, it be given him at the same 
time to entertain a good hope that his iniquities 
are blotted out and his deepest-dyed sins washed 
away, he will be ready to exclaim in the affect- 
ing words of Ezra, "And now, O my God, 
what shall I say after this, for I have forsaken 
thy commandments:" confounded with the 
contemplation of his sins, together with the un- 
bounded mercy of God displayed in his for- 
giveness, the feeling of his heart will be, that 
he can never open his mouth any more, because 
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of his shame when the Lord is pacified towards 
him for all that he hath done. And truly it is 
the restored backslider, who from experience 
knows that it is not only " good," that is, morally 
right, to praise the Lord by a consistent life, but 
that it is "pleasant," unspeakably delightfiil 
also : and that every willful deviation from the 
pleasant and peaceful ways of holy wisdom, is 
not only an " evil thing," morally wlx)ng, but 
" bitter" also, unparalleled misery. 

He can remember that when under the en- 
slaving power of some known sin, each success- 
ively repeated commission broke upon his har- 
dening conscience with a slighter concussion, 
and was accompanied with additional and more 
plausible excuses. He remembers top the dread- 
ful consciousness of deception under which he 
labored, when though the sails of his profession 
appeared full, and his spiritual progress seemed 
undiminished, there was an under-current, of 
which his fellow-creatures knew nothing — an 
antagonist principle which effectually impeded 
his advancement, and had he been left to its 
power, would have most assuredly carried him 
backwards to eternal ruin. 

*' If thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out ; 
and if thy right hand offend thee, cut it ofl^" 
said our blessed Lord ; and yet when a combin- 
ation of providential circumstances amounts to 
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the direct proposal for the amputation of some 
darling sin, how fertile is the cowardly heart in 
plans for some less painful operation. And how 
often does the mercy of Him with whom we 
have to do, perform without our consent, what 
alone can save us from the horrors of spiritual 
mortification, and the agonies of second death. 
And how awful is the truth, that to the very 
brink of such a state, a soul may be brought, 
while employed in all the outworks of Christian 
profession, and possessed of every means of 
grace which the Church on earth supplies. 

" Yet all these fences and their whole array, 
One cunmng bosom-sm blows quite away/' 

" And finally to beat down Satan under our 
feet." Those who feel the sting of sin in their 
own hearts, and see the awful effects of its ven- 
omous power in others, know how to appreciate 
the cheering prospect of the casting out of the 
author of sin, that old serpent^ which is the 
devil. In the word of Q-od, we find the pre- 
cious promise, " The God of peace shall bruise 
Satan under your feet shortly," and the prophe- 
cies and Psalms, as well as the book of the Ee- 
velation, are full of descriptions of that glorious 
time when Jehovah shall be the acknowledged 
God of the whole earth, when there shall be 
" One Lord, and his name One," and all nature, 
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SHOW Thy pity upon all prisoners and 
captives ; 

That it may please Thee to defend, and 
provide for, the fatherless children, and 
widows, and all that are desolate and 
oppressed ; 

To those who feel the necessity of a deposit 
tory for the details of their sorrow, and whose 
heaving bosoms have responded to some home- 
sent specification of it in the above petitions, 
nothing need be said of the unspeakable com- 
fort of having a vehicle supplied for bringing 
our dangers, necessities, and tribulations into the 
very bosom of Him who alone can succor, 
help, and comfort us ! 

That it may please Thee to have mercy 
upon all men ; 

Wide as the world may be the Christian's de- 
sires ; for infinite is the ransom laid down for 
it, and unlimited the power of the purchaser. 
Those therefore, who object to this and similar 
petitions in the service of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church, should, to be consistent, not only 
object to the following statement of St. Paul, " I 
exhort, therefore, that, first of all, supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be 
made for all men ;" but should complain likewise 
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of His love who " gave himself a ransom for 
all," and who 

" In the heaven of heavens that space He deems 
Too scanty for the exertion of His beams, 
And shines as if impatient to bestow 
Life and a kingdom lipon worms below." 

That it may please Thee to forgive our 
enemies, persecutors, and slanderers, and 
to turn their hearts; 

One of the most prominent features of our 
Liturgy, and one of its chiefest excellencies, 
consists in the fact, that incidentally as well as 
formally, it embodies all the peculiar doctrines 
of the Gospel of Christ. So in short, de- 
tached petitions, as well as long conDected 
prayers, the grand truths of our holy religion 
are placed before us as the basis of our immedi- 
ate requests. In this prayer for our enemies 
we have an instance of it 

Conversion is recognized as the work of God, 
and we ask Him not merely to change the con- 
diict of our enemies towards ourselves, but to 
touch the main spring of their actions, to "turn 
their hearts" unto Himself. 

And here we may observe, that it is not so 
much the particular actings of evil which con* 
demn men, as the possession of a heart radically 
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and inveterately evil. Every part of it is de- 
filed ; so that if an altar be raised in it to the 
Lord, the materials (like the earth which Naa- 
man brought from the land of Israel) must 
be extraneous : our polluted nature will not fur- 
nish them. 

That it may please Thee to give and 

PRESEBVE to OUR USE THE KINDLY FRUITS OF 
THE EARTH, SO THAT IN DUE TIME WE MAY 
ENJOY THEM; 

There is nothing which men are more slow 
to recognize, or more prone to forget, than the 
agency of heaven in the common blessings of 
earth. 

The Lord said of His unfaithful people: 
" For she did not know that I gave her com, 
and wine, and oil, and multiplied her silver and 
gold, which they prepared for Baal." 

Neither do careless carnal worldlings know 
that it is the Lord whom they will not serve, 
who giveth them all these good things which 
they sacrifice to the god of this world. But 
the believer, while he uses as sedulously as the 
ungodly all the means for obtaining temporal 
comforts, has the happiness of knowing who 
secures the end. And yet no Christian hus 
bandman ever neglected to till the ground and 

9* 
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cast in his seed, because lie knows that it is Grod 
who "covers over the valleys with com," and 
" crowneth the year with his goodness." 

May not this fact then serve to illustrate the 
connection between the faith and practice of 
those, who while they offer unto God " the sac- 
rifices of righteousness," " put all their trust for 
salvation in the Lord," and while they put on 
the whole armor of God, and manfully fight 
under Ilis banner, feel at the same time that 
" the battle is the Lord's/' 

It is related of Perseus, the last king of Ma- 
cedonia, that he rode off full speed in the begin- 
ning of that battle, in which his army was con- 
quered by the Eomans, under pretense of gqing 
to offer a sacrifice to Hercules, "as if (says 
Pluto) Hercules was a god who would receive 
the sacrifices of abject cowards ; . . for it is 
not just that he should be victorious, who 
durst not face his enemy; whereas the same 
god received the prayer of Paulus Emilius, (the 
Roman,) because he asked victory with sword in 
hand, and invoked his aid, fighting valiantlyJ^ 

What words could better describe the atti- 
tude of a soldier of the cross, asking a blessing 
in the diligent use of means, and working out 
his own salvation with fear and trembling, 
becaiLse God worketh in him to will and to do 
of His good pleasure. 

\ 

\ 
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That it may please Thee to give us 
TRUE repentance; to forgive us all our 

sins, negligences, and ignorances ; AND TO 
ENDUE us WITH THE GRACE OF ThY HOLY 

Spirit, to amend our lives according to 
Thy Holy Word ; 

We beseech Thee to hear us, good 
Lord. 

When a field is broken up and ploughed, the 
soft dews and the rain of heaven descend into 
the heart of the earth ; without that violent 
process, the showers would have run off, leaving 
a dry and thirsty land. Now it is an undoubt 
ed truth, that before we can enjoy the heavenly 
"Comforter," the Almighty Himself must 
make in our heart the deep furrows of real 
repentance. 

It is a great mistake to suppose that there is 
no need of praying for repentance, after a sinner 
is once converted to God. Those who think so, 
can never have been convinced of sin by the 
Holy Ghost ; for the daily and hourly slips of 
the most advanced Christian, will be ever giv- 
ing occasion for the sincerest of godly sorrow. 

A habit of self-examination must convince 
us of this truth, and in order that this examina- 
tion may be really profitable, it must not merely 
be a general review of our lives and habits, but 
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a particular inspection of each of our known 
sins. Every sin must be attacked with every 
weapon we can wield, and as we read that Hora- 
tius triumphed over the Curatii, by opposing his 
whole strength to each successively, so the triple 
enemy of Christians can be overcome in no other 
way. Looked upon in a mass, sins shelter one 
another, and generalities of any sort influence 
us little ; we know, for instance, that hundreds 
of immortal beings are daily sinking into eter- 
nity unprepared; if we be Christians, the 
thought of this awful fact must grieve us, but is 
that grief any thing like what we experience 
upon retiring from the death-bed of an individ- 
ual who has died without hope ? No I the sin- 
gle instance brought before our eyes almost 
overpowers us, while many such instances known 
in the aggregate, cause us. comparatively little 
emotion. 

Strange as the assertion may appear to some, 
it is most certainlv true, that the more we ad- 
vance in holiness, the more capable we shall be 
of exercising true repentance ; not only because 
our sense of sin becomes more acute, but be- 
cause in proportion to the elevated standard of 
piety unto which we attain, we are enabled with 
more clearness to discern long past distant sins, 
which in the case of those who stand on lower 
ground are dimly perceived, or altogether lost 
sight of. 
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True repentance may be thus defined : It is 
a godly sorrow for sin, irrespective and inde- 
pendent of its consequences. Of that false re- 
pentance which man often mistakes for real 
change of heart, we have a striking example 
in the fifteenth chapter of the first book of 
Samuel, where we find that notwithstanding all 
the heart-searching appeals Samuel made to 
Saul, the latter never attempted to confess his 
sin, until the Lord threatened by the mouth of 
Samuel to take the kingdom from him. Thus, 
in all ages, the fear of impending retribution 
makes imregenerate men offer their confessions 
as a bribe for pardon. But oh! how unlike 
this is the repentance of a true Christian. He 
has sumamed himself by the name of Christ. 
The Lord has put His glorious name upon him : 
and the poignancy of his sorrow for sin arises — 
not from the fear of hell, for in the blood of 
Christ he sees his 

. . . . " title clear, 
To mansions in the skies ;'' 

but from having disgraced that worthy name, 
for he desires to honor it with all his heart, with 
all his soul, and with all his strength ; and this 
desire it is which makes him mourn over his 
many negligences^ as well as his actual misdo- 
ings. 
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Negligences are sins of which the unregene- 
rate think lightly, though with regard to earthly 
connections they acknowledge that we are not 
apt to neglect those whom we are ardently love I 
An occasional act of kindness may consist with 
the warmest friendship, but an habitual neglect 
is an unequivocal proof of distaste. It is re- 
markable too, that a neglect of the great salvation, 
and a forgetfulness of God, (very venial sins in 
the world's estimation,) are precisely those which 
are revealed as the condemning sins at the bar 
of the last judgment. 

But further we pray to be forgiven for our 
ignorances, " Cleanse Thou me from my secret 
sins," will be the Christian's prayer ; for who 
can tell how oft he offendeth? 

But with regard to the ungodly, perhaps 
there is nothing at which they cavil more, than 
at the principle involved in this petition ; for 
the proud spirit rises with indignation at the 
idea of man's being responsible for sins of ignor- 
ance. And yet we find typical sacrifices for 
such sins appointed by God Himself. In the 
fifth chapter of Leviticus we read: "And if a 
soul sin and commit any of these things which 
are forbidden to be done by the commandments 
of the Lord, though he wist it not, yet is he guilty, 
and shall bear his iniquity, and he shall bring 
a ram without blemish out of the flock, 
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and tlie priest shall make an atonement for him 
concerning his ignorance, wherein he erred, and 
wist it not, and it shall be forgiven him, it is a 
trespass-offering, he hath certainly trespassed 
against the Lord." And from analogy we may 
reason with Butler, that in natural things 
" neglects from inconsiderateness, want of atten- 
tion, not looking about us to see what we have 
to do, are often attended with consequences al- 
together as dreadful as any active misbehavior 
from the most extravagant passions." What an 
awful insight does this view of the subject give 
us into our responsibility and our helplessness I 
and how consoling to a heart convinced of these 
truths is the assurance that the grace of God^s 
Holy Spirit, while it meets our responsibility by 
pointing to a security, meets our helplessness 
also by supplying the means of amending our 
lives according to His holy word. And let us 
ever bear in mind, that no other amendment 
will do ; no increase of outward regularity, or 
inward scrupulosity will avail us I there is a rule 
laid down, a path marked out, 

** He that would win the race must guide his horse, 
Obedient to the customs of the course.** 

And no man who makes ways of his own, in 
opposition, or in addition, to the way of heaven, 
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must expect to receive any thing from the 
Lord. 

False zeal, and mere ♦natural feeling, often 
urge men to do, or to abstain from doing many 
things which are not commanded. But the 
most glowing love and fervent zeal, when under 
the direction of God^s Spirit, take another course ; 
one striking proof of this may be seen in the 
twenty-third chapter of St Luke's gospel, where 
we read concerning some who dearly loved the 
Lord Jesus, that after his death " they returned, 
and prepared spices and ointments ; and rested 
the Sabbath-day according to the command- 
ment." Strong must have been the temptation 
of those affectionate disciples to make an excep- 
tion to the law of God; yet they rested ac- 
cording to the commandment Oh I that every 
follower of Christ would go and do likewise. 

Son of God, we beseech Thee to hear 
us. 

Son of God, we beseech Thee to hear 
us. 

What holy importunity is here. Not the 
mere acknowledgment of Him as God the Son, 
in a creed, but the heart's application to Him 
in that character. Oh ! how orthodox is genuine 
love. 



the liturgy. 209 

Lamb of God, who takest away the 
sins of the world ; 

Precious promises, that God would " provide 
himself with a Lamb," had been long inscribed 
on the dial-plate of His revealed purposes, as a 
gracious help to the faith of His people, until 
the ftdlness of the time arrived, when the shadow 
of prophecy rested on Jesus Himself, and John, 
looking upon Jesus as He walked, exclaimed : 
" Behold the Lamb of God, who (as on another 
occasion he declared) taketh away the sin of the 
world." He it is who alone can make the 
wicked accepted, for " there is none other name 
given under heaven among men whereby we 
can be saved." 

St. Clement calls him " the Sceptre of the 
Majesty of God;" now to understand the beauty 
of this appellation, we must turn to an incident 
related in the book of Esther, (chap. 4 : 11.) 
" All the king's servants, and the people of the 
king's provinces, do know, that whosoever, 
whether man or woman, shall come unto the 
king into the inner court, who is not called, there 
is one law of his to put him to death, except stick 
to whom the king shall hold out the golden sceptre, 
that he may livey 

Jesus is the proof, the token, the everlasting 
assurance of the love of God to man, and who- 
soever looketh upon that token, and believeth 



210 BICHES OP 

in that love, " hath everlasting life, and shall 
never come into condemnation, but is passed 
from death unto life." 

Grant us Thy peace. 

Peace was the Lord's legacy to His beloved 
Church : a peace which, as it passeth under- 
standing, so it far surpasseth description. A 
peace arising from conscious security ; for while 
the worldly-minded are harassed with all the 
fears of those who are embarked in a dangerous 
speculation, the Christian lives in the happy 
prospect of a certain inheritance, and in the quiet 
enjoyment of a good possession, yielding a large 
present interest; and this is the "true riches," 
which " neither moth nor rust can corrupt, and 
which no thief can break through to steal." 

O Lamb of God : that takest away the 
SINS OF the world; 
Have mercy upon us. 

Christ, hear us. 
Christ, hear us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon ua 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon ua 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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How animating to our devotion is the growing 
earnestness of the Church ! in the whole course 
of our service there is not a more beautiful 
specimen of unaffected devotion! Acquiring 
velocity in her progress, she waits not to search 
for varied forms of expression, but repeats again 
and again her heart's desire. She is as intent 
upon one object as the poorfather in the Gospel, 
who when Jesus seemed to hesitate, cried in an 
agony : " Lord! come down ere my child die !" 

O Lord, deal not with us according to 
OUR sins. 

Neither reward us according to ini- 
quities. 

Such will be the cry of every Christian pil- 
grim to the end of his journey, for if God should 
"mark the iniquities" of the most upright, 
" who could stand ?" 

Every unprejudiced examiner must admit 
that the above petition, as well as many others, 
most effectually lays the axe to the root of all 
hope of justification by works : and yet there 
are thousands in this Christian country and 
within the pale of our Protestant Church, who, 
though in the constant habit of repeating these 
words, do yet either wholly or in part deny the 
doctrine of justification by fiiith alone. Many 
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of these persons both hear and read God's word, 
but not being taught by His Spirit, they fidl to 
"mark, learn, and inwardly digest" it, and 
consequently overlook a doctrine which is not 
only peremptorily declared by our Lord, and 
logically argued out by His apostles, distinctly 
taught us by the types and preached by the 
prophets of the Old Testament, but is illustrat- 
ed also in a remarkable manner by the miracles 
of Jesus. 

1st. It is peremptorily declared by our Lord : 
Do we not repeatedly read in the gospels that 
Jesus, seeing the feith of those who came to 
Him for help, healing, and pardon, said : " Thy 
faith hath made thee whole." *' Thy faith hath 
saved thee." "Thy sins be forgiven thee." 
And in his allusion to the brazen serpent in the 
third chapter of John, we have both the pro- 
vision of the Gospel and the manner of enjoy- 
ing its benefits clearly laid before us. 

2dly. It is argued out by the apostles. The 
whole Epistle to the Eomans is a complete death- 
blow to the doctrine of salvation by works: and 
in a wonderful manner the apostle is inspired 
to bring forward every objection which has 
been, or can be, made to his arguments. But 
we need not confine ourselves to one epistle : the 
doctrine of justification by faith, and its certain 
effect, good works, pervades them all as an ac- 
knowledged and settled truth. 
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In the first and second chapter of St. Paul's 
Epistle to the Ephesians, he tells the people of 
God that they are "predestinated'* unto "eter- 
nal life," " sealed" by the Spirit, and "saved by 
grace through faith ;" now bearing these asser- 
tions in mind, the opening of the third chapter 
is very remarkable. It is to be observed in the 
first place, that the whole of the third chapter, 
from the second verse, lies in a parenthesis. In 
order therefore to see the connection of the 
apostle's argument we must connect the first 
verse of the fourth chapter, with the first verse 
of the third, and read it thus : " For this cause, 
I, Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you 
Gentiles, beseech you that ye walk worthy of 
the vocation wherewith ye are called." And 
he then goes on to show that superstructure of 
holy dispositions and practices which can only 
be raised upon the foundation he has pointed 
put. 

3dly. That it was taught in types may be 
shown by a reference to every ordinance in 
Israel, for all these were but patterns of the way 
of salvation by Christ. And the greater part 
of the ceremonies of the Jewish dispensation 
would be (to say the least) unmeaning, without 
the recognition of this doctrine. 

4th. It was preached by prophets. To prove 
this feet, large portions might be quoted from 
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the writings of them all, but one passage will 
serve as a specimen: "I will greatly rejoice in 
the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God ; 
for he hath clothed me with the garments of 
salvation, he hath covered tn/e with the robe <3f 
righteousness^ as a bridegroom decketh himself 
with ornaments, and as a bride adometh herself 
with her jewels." 

And lastly — ^it was beautifully and wonder 
fully arranged, that many of our Lord's miracles 
of mercy should set it forth. The records of 
these whisper it to those hearts which have been 
made to see and believe that the clear statement 
and loud declaration of it in other Scriptures. 
When a believer reads in the ninth chapter of 
John, of the man bom blind, to whom Jesus 
gave sight by means of his washing in the 
pool of Siloam, his thoughts will recur to his 
own natural blindness, and to the washing of 
regeneration by which spiritual sight was given 
him, a faculty which has enabled him ever since 
both to see his way to glory, and to enjoy all 
the wonderful works of God. And how ex- 
pressive is the simple language used by the poor 
man, of the Christian's convictions and feelings I 
for when taunted by the unbelievers around 
him, we read that he said, "One thing I know 
that whereas I was blind, now I see," and in 
like manner must every sinner feel at his con- 
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yersioii : " I have heard of thee by the hearing 
of the ear, but now mine eye seeth thee." This 
doctrine has been and ever will be objected 
against by ignorant, prejudiced, ungodly men: 
" He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh, the 
Lord shall have them in derision." 

The objections urged against the theory and 
projects of Columbus by the learned friars, uni- 
versity professors, and ecclesiastical dignitaries, 
at the celebrated council of Salamanca, (at that 
time the great seat of learning in Spain,) will in 
these more enlightened days, excite the derision 
of persons of very slender abilities and limited 
education. For some of those wise ones insist- 
ed that the earth was flat, and the heavens ex- 
tended over it like a tent : others admitted the 
globular form of the earth, and the possibility 
of an opposite and inhabitable hemisphere ; but 
maintained that it was impossible to arrive there 
owing to the fatal heat of the torrid zone. And, 
others again supposed that should a ship ever 
succeed in reaching the extremity of India, her 
return would be impossible, for the rotundity 
of the earth would present a kind of mountain, 
up which it would be impracticable to sail with 
the most favorable wind. Now may not these 
puerile objections to natural and ascertained 
truths, serve to set before our minds the arro- 
gancy and folly of those self-satisfied mortals, 
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who presume to oppose their fanciful hypothesis 
to the truths of heaven ? How astonishingly 
futile, how deplorably ignorant will all their 
reasonings appear, in that triumphal day when 
fdcis shall attest the truth of " things not seen 
as yet." 

O GrOD, MERCIFUL FATHER, WHO DESPISETH 
KOT THE SIGHING OF A CONTRITE HEART, NOR 
THE DESIRE OF SUCH AS BE SORROWFUL; 

** 'Tis woven in the world's great plan 

And fixed by heaven's decree, 
That all the true delights of life 
Should spring from sympathy." 

And as the happiness of the happy is heighten- 
ed by sympathy, so the sorrow of the mourner 
is alleviated by it ; but if there be one sorrow 
which is utterly out of the reach of human 
sympathy, and not seldom beyond the attraction 
of common pity, it is " the sighing of a contrite 
heart," 

*' No wounds like those a wounded spirit feels ; 
No cure for such, till God, who makes them, heals.*' 

Then what a comfort to know, that though 
such sighings are misunderstood and miscon- 
strued on earth, yet that there is One in heaven 
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who experienced, while He stood in our place, 
all the depths, and all the endless varieties of 
every heart-consuming sorrow I 

To be convinced that "Be experienced contri- 
tion for sin with more intenseness than any other 
grief, we need only listen to the sweet but 
mournful accents of His human voice in the 
book of Psalms. There he calls our sins his 
sins; and in the anguish of holy repentance 
exclaims : " Mine iniquities have taken hold 
upon me, so that I am not able to look up, they 
are more than the hairs of mine head, therefore 
mine heart faileth me." "Be pleased, O Lord, 
to deliver me ; Lord, make haste to help me." 
And again, " Lord, be merciful unto me, heal 
my soul for I have sinned against thee." "And 
now, Lord, what wait I for; my hope is in 
thee ; deliver me from all my transgressions." 
" Eemove thy stroke away from me, I am con- 
sumed by the blow of thy hand." " Hear my 
prayer, O Lord, and give ear unto my cry, hold 
not thy peace at my tears." 

While then we take courage from the know- 
ledge that the burden of our sighs may be car- 
ried on the wings of prayer into the presence, 
and into the heart of this beloved friend ; let us 
join our Church in thus addressing Him : 

10 
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Mebcifully assist oub pbayers that we 

MAKE BEFORE ThEE IN ALL OUB TROUBLES 
AND ADVERSITIES, WHENSOEVER THEY OPPRESS 

us; 

And oh ! how much need have we of assist 
ance when in the hour of anxiety, trouble, oi 
actual adversity, we come to make our requeste 
known unto God ; at such seasons our heavy 
hearts can not rise to Him, our weeping eyes 
can not see Him ; but notwithstanding all these 
obstacles, we may firmly trust that He will not 
only "assist our prayers," but will also 

Graciously hear us, that those evils, 

WHICH the craft AND SUBTILTY OF THE 
DEVIL OR MAN WORKETH AGAINST US, MAY, 
BY Thy GOOD providence, be BROUGHT TO 
NOUGHT ; 

Prayer is our fortress. Satan employs every 
stratagem to entice us out of it ; the experience 
of five thousand years having taught him, that 
if he succeeds in doing this, he is sure of an 
advantage. 

The devil and his angels never leave us; 
where they can not face us in open fight, they 
have recourse to conspiracies which render our 
danger even greater; but though we wrestle 
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against " principalities and powers," let us take 
comfort from the assurance, that these are 
among the things which St. Paul enumerates as 
not being " able to separate us from the love of 
God." 

Exemption from conflict and hardship is not 
promised us, but only support under it: "I 
will make thee unto this people a fenced brazen 
wall," said the Lord to the prophet Jeremiah, 
" and they shall fight against thee, but they shall 
not prevail against thee, for I am with thee to 
save thee, and to deliver thee, saith the Lord ; 
and I will deliver thee out of the hand of the 
wicked, and I will redeem thee out of the hand 
of the terrible." 

Blessed are they whose hearts are fixed on 
Jesus, for " many waters can not quench love," 
and "when the enemy cometh in like a flood, 
the Spirit of the Lord will lifl; up a standard 
against him." " Many are the afflictions of the 
righteous, but the Lord delivereth him out of 
them all." 

" And by Thy good providence be brought 
to nought." 

There is something very beautiful in the in- 
timation given in this prayer, of the suppliant's 
belief in the special overruling, wonder-working 
providence of God; he retreats under the 
shadow of it from men and devils ; believing 
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ttat it is the providence of Q-od's goodness, (as 
it is sweetly expressed in one of the beauti^ 
collects of our Church,) "which ordereth all 
things in heaven and earth." 

God is in the storm ; God is in the whirlwind ; 
He rideth upon the wings of the wind, and the 
wind that tears up the forest trees, and lays the 
habitations of men even with the ground, 
scatters the seed of the little field flower for 
dissemination ! 

God ever works for His people, though they 
can not always see His hand. The plans of 
God, like objects seen in water, often appear 
inverted, for we can only see the reflection of 
them on the bosom of providence. But amidst 
all our darkness and ignorance, **the Lord of 
Hosts is with us, the God of Jacob is our refuge." 
To see that there is peculiar consolation in his 
being presented to us as JaccH's God, we need 
only glance over the history of that patriarch ; 
marking God's providential care of him, and 
how when he thought all things against him, 
the Lord was making them all work together 
for his good. And oh ! what a warrant for con- 
fidence in his Lord, does this view of God's provi- 
dence give the believer — ^however humble his 
sphere, however low his attainments I 

In a great factory the working of many a 
little wheel is directed by an ignorant child, who 
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knows nothing of the mighty power (of water 
or steam) which causes the movements of the 
whole ; yet his little work in an obscnre comer 
helps to accomplish the great mechanical plan. 
So while Grod is working for His people, they 
have the honor of working for Him. 

And is it not most delightful to reflect that 
while the child of Grod is delighting himself in 
the Lord, feeding on His word, communing with 
Him in prayer, and serving Him in his daily 
walk and conversation, he is at the same time 
systematically accomplishing God's eternal pur- 
poses, like the bee luxuriating in the bosom of 
a flower, and yet unconsciously causing the fruc- 
tification of the plant. 

Adverse as well as prosperous circumstances 
administer to the good of God's people. Jesus 
causes the crudest and most dissimilar materials 
to assist in the nourishing and strengthening of 
the trees of His planting. 

In the material world, when the wind shakes 
the trees it accelerates the flow of the sap, and 
thereby makes them grow: they would not 
flourish if entirely quiescent : and so the rude 
blasts of temptation and affliction make the be- 
liever grow in grace, by quickening into ac- 
tivity the " sap" of the Holy Spirit, of which 
Scripture tells us "the trees of the Lord are 
fuU." 
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Few souls can flourish in a constant calm; 
the storms to which he is liable may indeed 
shake down many of the Christian's young 
budding hopes and prospects, but let him re- 
member for his unspeakable consolation, that at 
a future day he will be enabled to understand, 
that "the north wind and the south wind" were 
not sent into " the garden of the Lord" in vain. 

There is, perhaps, no where to be found a 
more striking and encouraging instance of 
God's watchful care, or, in the words of our Lit- 
urgy, of " the providence of his goodness ;" 
than we read of in the first book of Samuel, at 
the twenty-ninth, thirtieth, and thirty-first chap- 
ters. Take the three chapters together, and 
who can reflect on them without being deeply 
affected by the remarkable specimen of con- 
triving love which they furnish. David wished 
to accompany the Philistines, with whom he 
had taken refuge, to battle against Israel : he ac- 
tually sets out with them for that purpose, when 
their jealous lords throw obstacles in the way, 
and the king is forced to send David and his 
men back to Ziglag. That city he finds burned 
by the Amalekites, and his family and people 
carried off with all their effects. By this time- 
ly, though unintended return, however, he is 
enabled to overtake and recover them. Had 
he gone to the battle he would probably have 
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lost them forever ; in that fatal battle, too, Jon- 
athan, the friend whom he loved as his own 
soul, was slain! how thankftil must he have 
been that he had no hand in that catastrophe. 

That we Thy servants, beikg hurt by no 
persecutions, may evermore give thanks 
UNTO Thee in Thy holy Church, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 

The servants of God are not in these dayu 
generally called to endure any open persecution; 
but though the times are changed, the world 
with its prejudices is not, and the truth of God 
is unchangeable. The enmity, therefore, be- 
tween the seed of the woman and the seed of 
the serpent is the same as it was at the begin- 
ning, and it is manifested in various ways and 
degrees according to circumstances. But it 
may be asked, why does the world hate true 
Christians? are they not, compared with all 
other men, a harmless inoffensive race ? True ; 
but they are " lights f and " darkness" dreads 
their approach. They are true coin, the king's 
image and superscription are stamped upon 
them, and therefore, the base coin will not bear 
a comparison with them, 

Besides, the people of the world are " a crook- 
ed generation," and make but a bad figure be- 
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side " the upright." But though the people of 
God are taught to expect opposition and perse- 
cution, they are also taught to believe that these 
things can not really hurt them ; for their Father 
has revealed to them His directing, governing, 
and restraining hand, reining in the wicked 
when the work He has given them to do is 
accomplished: these are called in Scripture, 
among many other expressive names, " God's 
sword," " the rod of his anger." Again, "all" 
are said to be ** his servants," for all do his 
work, and, like Nebuchadnezzar, the wicked 
often get their " wages" and " have their re- 
ward" in worldly things, for service uncon- 
sciously done to the cause of God. But have 
they therefore any right to dwell with the mem- 
bers of His family ? can they complain because 
God does not make them "joint heirs" with His 
Son? Surely not: all are bom in this sense 
servants^ but the " elect" are made " children by 
adoption." 

" The Lord hath made all things for himself, 
yea, even the wicked for the day of evil." 
" Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee, the 
remainder of wrath shalt thou restrain." " Thou 
wUt say then unto me, why doth he yet find 
fault? for who hath resisted his will? Nay, 
but, man, who art thou that repliest against 
God ? Shall the thing formed say to him that 
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formed it, why hast thou made me thus ? Hath 
not the potter power over the clay, of the same 
lump to make one vessel unto honor, and an- 
other unto dishonor?" "Is it not lawful for 
me to do what I will with mine own?" " God 
doeth according to his will in the army of hea- 
ven, and among the inhabitants of the earth : 
and none can stay his hand, or say unto him. 
What doest thou ?" 

Lord, arise, help us, and deliver us, 
FOR Thy Name's sake. 
O God, we have heard with our ears 

AND OUR FATHERS HAVE DECLARED UNTO US, 
THE NOBLE WORKS THAT ThOU DIDST IN THEIR 
DAYS, AND IN THE OLD TIME BEFORE THEM. 

O Lord, arise, help us, and deliver us 
FOR Thine honor. 

The honor of God is mysteriously implicated 
in the salvation of His people. What, therefore, 
He has done in times past, is ^. pledge of what 
He will yet do fqr them. 

When God lifted up His hand unto Israel to 
bring them forth of the lai^d of Egypt, and they 
rebelled against Him, He said, " I will poi^r qut 
my fdry upon them." "But," He adds, ^'I 
wrought fqr my name's sake, that it should not 
be polluted before the heathen, among whom 

10* 
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they were, in whose sight I made myself known 
unto them, in bringing them forth out of the 
land of Egypt." We again find Q-od deferring 
His deserved anger, " for his name's sake," in 
the forty-eighth chapter of Isaiah: "For my 
name's sake will I defer mine anger, and for my 
praise will I refrain for thee, that I cut thee 
not o&. For mine own sake, even for mine 
own sake, will I do it: for how should my 
name be polluted? and I will not give my • 
glory unto another." 

When David pleaded with God for the fulfill- 
ment of His promises to the house of David and 
the people of Israel, he prayed: "Let even it 
be established that thy name may be magnified 
forever, saying, the Lord of hosts is the God of 
Israel, even a God to Israel : and let the house 
of David thy servant be established before 
thee." Again, when he cried for individual 
pardon his plea was the same : " For Thy name's 
sake, O Lord, pardon my iniquity ; for it is 
great. For thou art my rock and my fortress ; 
therefore for thy name's sake lead me, and 
guide me." And when he interceded for his peo- 
ple's pardon as well as his own, his languf^e 
was similar : " Help us, O God of our salvation, 
for the glory of thy name ; and deliver us, and 
purge away our sins, for thy name's sake." 
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Fbom our enemies defend us, Christ. 

'* Mine enemies would daily swallow me up ; 
for they be many that fight against me, O thou 
Most High. What time I am afraid, I will 
trust in thee. When I cry unto thee, then 
shall mine enemies turn back : this I know ; for 
God is for me." " Through God we shall do 
valiantly : for he it is that shall tread down our 
enemies." The Christian has the comfort of 
knowing that God's enemies and his enemies are 
the same. " Do not I hate them, Lord, that 
hate thee? and am not I grieved with those 
that rise up against thee ? I hate them with 
perfect hatred : I count them mine enemies." 
And of all them who rise up against Jehovah 
it is plainly declared they shall '* fall and rise 
no more," and here is the true reason why no 
weapon that is formed by men or devils against 
God's people can eventually prosper. But as 
these enemies are for the present permitted 
greatly to harass us both in body and soul, we 
have need to pray. 

Graciously look upon our afflictions. 
With pity behold the sorrows of our 
hearts. 

This last petition is touching ux the e2;treme 1 
for are there not in almost every heart sorrows, 
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whicli even " to the tenderest heart and next our 
own" we could not reveal ? And who has not 
experienced that the unimparted sorrow of the 
heart is more painfully oppressive than any out- 
ward afflictions of the life, for which we gene- 
rally gain some degree of sympathy and assist- 
ance from our fellow-creatures ? 

Mercifully forgive the sins of Thy 

PEOPLE. 

The transgressions of the children of God 
are those which exhibit sin in its deepest-dyed 
enormity- — ^and the more the sinner is favored 
and blessed, the blacker does his ingratitude ap- 
pear: for the more we receive, the more we 
owe, and the baser must unthankfulness be. 
No words can express the after effects of sin on 
the mind of a believer. Worldly men are spirit- 
ually intoxicated, and "know not what they 
do :" but he sins with his eyes open, and in his 
sober senses, and feels consequently, during the 
commission of sin, much of that trembling hor- 
ror, which awakened though unconverted world- 
lings, sometimes experience in the retrospect of 
a guilty life, 

. . . " *tis the tale which angry conscience tells, 
When she with more than tragic horror swells 
Each circumstance of guilt ; when stern, but true, 
She brings bad actions forth into review, 
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And like the dread handwriting on the wall, 

Bids late remorse awake at reason^s call : 

Armed at all points, bids scorpion vengeance pass, 

And to the mind holds up reflection's glass, 

The mind, which starting, heaves the heart-felt groan, 

And hates that form she knows to be her own.*' 

When entangled in some overpowering temp- 
tation we are apt to cast the blame on our cir- 
cumstances, and thereby (like Adam) virtually 
throw it on Jehovah. How often do we think, 
if placed in any other situation we should stand 
fast. But we should do well to remember that 
there exists within us a native faculty of coining 
temptations, and that Satan can make different 
ones current as it suits his purpose. Said Demos- 
thenes to his countrymen, in allusion to a power- 
ful enemy: "Pray, what is it to you whether 
Philip is sick or not ? Supposing he should die, 
you would raise up another PhUip, if you con- 
tinue thus, regardless of your interest." And 
the words of the same renowned heathen on 
another occasion may, with much aptness, be 
addressed to every backsliding slumberer: 
" When, my countrymen I will you begin to 
exert your vigor ? do you wait to be roused by 
some dire event f to be forced by some necessity ?" 
For experience proves, that when the still small 
voice of God's pleading Spirit fails to awaken 
the soul, our compassionate Lord is constrained 



230 RICHES OP 

to make scourges to clease His "temples" of tliat 
" iniquity," which He is of " purer eyes" than 
to "behold." Blessed and happy are those 
who are kept from provoking His merciful 
chastisement ! 

Favorably with mercy hear our prayers. 

How much need have our best prayers of 
His forbearing mercy I When we take into 
consideration the numbers of wandering, idle, 
impertinent thoughts, not to mention those that 
are in themselves sinful, does it not indeed 
appear wonderful that He should allow us " to 
offer unto him any sacrifice." But when we 
are assured that though He telleth " our wan- 
derings," yet that He " putteth our tears into 
his bottle," we may offer the above petition in 
faithful confidence, 

Son of David, have mercy upon us. 

Oh ! how effectual has that prayer been, and 
who can read the gracious answer to it as related 
in the following simple records, without being 
animated to offer it in faith and fervor. We 
read in St. Mark's gospel, that when blind Bar- 
timeus heard that Jesus was passing by, he be- 
gan to cry out, and say, " Jesus thou Son of 
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David, have mercy on me," and thougli charged 
to hold his peace, " he cried the more a great 
deal, thou Son of David, have mercy on me," 
and that when Jesus had called him He said 
unto him : " Go thy way, thy faith hath made 
thee whole ; and immediately he received his 
sight." 



Both now and ever vouchsafe to hear 
us, O Christ. 

Graciously hear us, Christ ; gracious- 
ly hear us, O Lord Christ. 

When we have learned in the confidence of 
adoring love to address Him as God's " anoint- 
ed," we shall not shrink from remembering that 
He is Jehovah. 

Jesus is the first and the last in creation. He 
created the universe, and will create "new 
heavens and a new earth." 

He is the first and the last in the Bible. The 
first verse of Genesis, and the last of Eevelation 
make mention of. Him. 

He is the first and the last in the salvation of 
sinners. Not only " the Author," but also " the 
Finisher" of their faith. 

He is the first and the last in the hearts of 
believers. They esteem Him "the chiefest 
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among ten thousand," and there is none that 
they desire in comparison with Him. 

In these services of our Church also, Jesus 
is the "Alpha and Omega," the first and the 
last, the all in all. And as Daniel prayed with 
his face towards Jerusalem, the place of God*s 
appointed manifestations, where the mercy -seat 
was the place of propitiation, so our eyes are 
directed to Jesus our " Propitiation," who is the 
antetype of that material mercy -seat. 

It is only by facing " the light of the world," 
that the shades of error can be cast behind us. 
Blessed are they who love to contemplate the 
glory of the Lord ** in the face of Jesus Christ," 
for they grow into His image, (as it is said 
young children grow like in expression to those 
whom they constantly look upon,) and it is re- 
quired of every Christian to have so much of 
his Master's likeness as that men shall take 
knowledge of him that he has been with Jesus. 

O Lord, let Thy mercy be showed 
UPON us; 

As WE DO PUT OUR TRUST IN ThEE. 

This prayer seems to be taken from the 
thirty-third Psalm. In the twenty-second verse 
of which we read : " Let Thy mercy, O Lord, 
be upon us, according as we hope in Thee." In 
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an early part of the service we meet with a nearly 
similar passage : and as it was then remarked, 
these conditional cries for mercy are very awful 
when we consider how few, amopg those who 
use them, put any trust in the Lord, or have any 
hope in Him ; and this fact is but one instance 
of the strange and preposterous inconsistency 
of mere nominal Christians, who in their very 
prayers pronounce their doom. 

We humbly beseech Thee, Father, 
mercifully to look upon our infirmities ; 

AND FOR THE GLORY OF ThY NaME TURN 
FROM US ALL THOSE EVILS THAT WE MOST 
JUSTLY HAVE DESERVED; 

Every humble believer in the Lord Jesus 
Christ is convinced of the righteousness and 
justice of God's judgments: and not only of 
those which fall upon the ungodly world, but 
of those which are sent upon the Church at 
large, and upon himself in particular. There 
is in fact no evil, temporal or eternal, of which 
a Christian does not feel himself worthy. And 
under the bitterest chastisement, domestic or 
national, he can sincerely say: "Thou, our 
God, hast punished us less than our iniquities 
deserve." 

Yet we pray Him to turn from us these evils. 
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to stretch forth His hand and avert them, for as 
certainly as an impetuous river follows its natural 
course to the ocean, so inevitably does judg- 
ment follow sin when God's own hand is not 
extended to turn it aside. 

Infirmities are very generally supposed to. be 
a plea for exemption from punishment; and 
God is represented by the world as too merciful 
to notice them. But it is to be observed that 
in this prayer we acknowledge our "infirmities" 
to be righteously deserving of God's wrath. 
And that they do deserve divine vengeance 
may be proved from this fact alone, that they 
are the oiBFspring of sin, and the natural results 
of a depraved will : for while "to do good we 
have no knowledge," and no power, we are at 
the same time very " wise to do evil." It would 
be very difficult for a man who had committed 
a crime worthy of death to procure a verdict 
of insanity, by pleading that he was insane on 
one subject only ; could it at the same time be 
proved that he was perfectly sane on all others. 
And thus our imbecility in doing good is ren- 
dered utterly inexcusable by the intelligence 
and ingenuity with which we commit evil. 

But if we have all need to pray to God to 
turn from us those evils to which our individual 
infirmities have rendered us obnoxious, we have 
equal need to offer the same prayer with a na- 
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tional groan. For as is our high privilege, so 
is our deep responsibility as a nation. Oh ! that 
we would take warning, not only from the many 
nations who have perished in their sins, but 
above all, from highly-favored Israel, which to 
this day stands as a beacon to our own profess- 
edly Christian land. 

" Ask now of history's authentic page, 
And call up evidence from every age ; 
Display with busy and laborious hand, 
The blessings of the most indebted land ; 
What nation will you find whose annals prove. 
So rich an interest in Almighty love ? 
Where dwell they now — ^where dwelt in ancient day, 
A people planted, watered, blessed as they !'' 

And grant, that in all our troubles 
we may put our whole trust and confi- 
DENCE IN Thy mercy. 

We must repose upon Jesus the whole weight 
of our sorrows ; there can be no rest in a partial 
leaning : and the reason why so little peace is 
experienced even among those who love their 
Lord is, that few have faith to leave altogether 
the wreck of human hopes, and trust themselves 
in the arms of one who has pledged Himself 
to bear them in safety through the troubled 
ocean. And above all, in spiritual troubles, 
our whole trust and confidence must be in Jesus. 
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" We can not find where to rest ourselves, if we 
decline never so little from this foundation ; but 
rather, we shall be always unquiet, because we 
are not at peace with God, till we be certainly 
persuaded that we are loved in Jesus Christ. 
For there is now no condemnation to -them 
which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after 
the flesh, but after the spirit, for to such, Christ 
is made wisdom, and righteousness, and sancti- 
fication, and redemption." 

And evermore serve Thee in holiness 
and pureness of living, to thy honor 
AND glory; through our only Mediator 
AND Advocate, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

The sanctification of God's people is just as 
much a part of His everlasting purpose, as their 
salvation : how then can they continue in sin? 
" This is the Father's will which hath sent me, 
that of all which he hath given me, I should 
lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the 
last day." Again, " For this is the will of God, 
even your sanctification ;" and in the Epistle to 
the Hebrews, after speaking of the will of God 
which Christ came to do, the Apostle adds, " By 
the which will we are sanctified ;" and Jesus in 
Ilis last recorded prayer, said : '* For their sakes 
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I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanc- 
tified through the truth." 

The connection of God's " honor and glory," 
with the Christian's " holiness and pureness of 
living," should be carefully observed. The 
Christian, rooted and grounded in love, like 
those delicately organized bodies we call plants, 
derives all his nourishment by means of this 
rooUng. 

The sap in plants has been traced from its 
first entrance at the roots, though the whole 
frame of the plant ; its component parts have 
been examined, the chemical changes it under- 
goes In the leaves, its subsequent descent under 
the form of camiium, and the various peculiar 
juices which are secreted from this nutritive 
fluid as it returns from the extremity of the 
leaves to the roots. 

^^ Now all that meets the bodily sense I deem 
Symbolical, one mighty alphabet 
For infant minds ; and we in this low world 
Placed with our backs to bright reality, 
That we may learn with young unwounded ken 
The substance from its shadow." 

What then is the spiritual substance of this 
wonderful natural shadow f Surely a very babe 
in Christ can trace its outlines. The Holy 
Spirit, proceeding from the Father and the Son, 
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is commnnicated to the Christian's heart ; thence 
nis influence passes to the minutest action of 
his daily life ; and then flows back in praise, 
and honor, and glory, to Him from whom it 
came. " For of him, and through him, and to 
him are all things, and unto every one of us is 
given grace according to the measure of the gifb 
of Christ." " That the abundant grace might, 
through the thanksgiving of many, redound to 
the glory of God." If then our souls have been 
animated by this glorious view of the economy 
of grace, we shall join with fervor the eucharis- 
tic sacrifice which next follows — 



[THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING.] 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
WE Thine unworthy servants do give 
Thee most humble and hearty thanks for 
ALL Thy goodness and loving kindness 
to us, and to all men; 

The religion of Jesus Christ is the only 
efiectual expeller of selfishness ; for it enables 
us cordially and disinterestedly to rejoice in the 
good of others, and leads us therefore not only 
to pray for, but to give thanks for all men. 

It is easy to do this with the lips, but in order 
to give hearty thanks, that deep humility must 
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be possessed, which makes the Christian feel 
that he is not worthy of the least of all God's 
benefits. 

We bless Thee for our creation, 

We praise God for having made ns rational 
and immortal creatures ; and oh ! how few think 
of this gift as it deserves 1 How small a portion 
of mankind understand any thing of the value 
of their existence. 

** Unconscious as the mountain of its ore, 
Or rock of its inestimable gem ! 
When rocks shall melt, and mountains vanish, these 
Shall know their treasure — ^treasure then no more I^' 

But the rudiments of those tmngs with which 
we shall hereafter soar through the atmosphere 
of eternal joy, or everlasting woe, are developed 
only to the assisted eye of faith ; and therefore 
it comes to pass, that so small a number of our 
grovelling race seem to know or believe that 
they are, in their present imperfect state, nothing 
less than eternities in embryo. 

Preservation, 

In one of the petitions in the Litany, we no- 
ticed the enumeration of many of those dangers 
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and accidents to which our uncertain lives are 
subject : and as it was then intimated, the con- 
templation of them naturally impresses upon a 
Christian's mind, his momentary dependence 
upon his God ; and those who love their Lord 
would not have it otherwise ; for when combin- 
ed with implicit confidence, and firm affection, 
dependence is delightful I 

And all the blessings of this life; 

What a proof of the tender mercy of our God 
is the fact, that amidst creation's wreck and 
ruin, lie hath still left us so much to enjoy here 
below ! Without the indulgence of one sinful 
passion, there is enough of happiness within the 
narrow path of Christian duty, to satisfy every 
lawful desire of our hearts. Holy love, domestic 
peace. Christian friendship, consecrated benevo- 
lence, sanctified learning, and all the varied 
charms of nature, furnish the best, the highest, 
and the only human enjoyments, in addition to 
the Christian's enjoyment of God Himself. 

But above all, fob Thine inestimable 
love in the bedemption of the world by 
ouB Lord Jesus Christ. 

In despite of all the " well-built systems" of 
controversialists, the cross of Christ is, and ever 
will be, a monument of God's "loving-kindness 
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4;o all men." " For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him, should not perish, but have 
everlasting life," .... 

Ten lepers in Israel were cleansed by our 
blessed Lord, but one only returned to give 
thanks, and is it not too evident that the unthank- 
fulness of the world for its redemption is more 
awfully disproportionate ? As the heaven and 
the heaven of heavens is the Lord's by creation, 
so is the earth also with all that therein is ; but 
to the Jewish nation, Moses adds : " Only the 
Lord had a delight in thy fathers, to love them, 
and he chose their seed after them, even you, 
above all people, as it id this day." 

So the earth is the Lord's by redemption as 
well as creation ; for lie hath looked down from 
the height of His sanctuary, " From heaven did 
the Lord behold the earth," but His delight is 
in His own people, they are vessels made unto 
honor, a people prepared for Himself. 

For the means of grace. 

The Christian has been glancing back at the 
earthly comforts of his life, and his heart has 
been warmed into praise by the enumeration 
of them ; what words then can express his in- 
creased gratitude, when added to these he calls 
to mind all the instruction he has received, and 

11 
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all the happiness he enjoys in the ordinances 
of God's house. 

" Here does he prove the power of prayer 
To. strengthen faith and sweeten care, 
To teach his faint desires to rise, 
And bring all heaven before his eyes !" 

When St. Paul would set before the people of 
God the glories of a future state, he calls it 
"the keeping of a Sabbath,"* and the sweetness 
of this description none can understand but 
those who know how to enjoy the Lord's day 
on earth. The happiest hours the Christian 
spends while in the flesh, are those spent in the 
house of God, and on his knees, and in the 
study of God's word. For while those who are 
strangers to divine grace look upon religion as 
belonging to the other world, and think it time 
enough to consider about it in sickness or old 
age, when the period seems drawing near for 
their removal ; the believer feels that he could 
not exist in this world without it. The language 
of his heart is : "I had fainted unless I had be- 
lieved to see the goodness of the Lord in the 
land qf the living.^^ And again: *'One thing 
have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek 
after, that I may dwell in the house of the Lord 

* See marginal reading. 
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all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of 
the Lord and to inquire in his temple." 

Observe, the connection between desiring and 
seeking after the latter is the invariable result of 
the former ; for all who sincerely desire, dili- 
gently seek aiter ; whereas all who neglect the 
means are evidently indifferent about the end. 

Yet we must ever bear in mind that when a 
child of God is providentially deprived of the 
means of grace, His Lord can more than make 
it up to him. When the breezes of heaven are 
strong, a ship needs little canvas ; one small 
insignificant sail will send her swiftly and stead- 
ily through the waves : whereas, if deprived 
of the propitious gale, she might spread all her 
canvas to no purpose. So if the Christian be 
impelled by the Spirit of God, if Jesus breathe 
upon his little means, however contemptible in 
the eyes of men, he will cut through all oppos- 
ition, and will arrive as safely and surely at the 
port of heaven as the most highly-favored of 
his brethren. 

And for the hope op glory. 

Hope is one of the strongest passions of the 
human soul, it often survives when all others 
are dead, and without it, life is a dreary waste, 
a barren wilderness. 
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'* Hope hath a harvest in the spring. 
In toinier doth of summer smg, 
Feeds on the fruits when blossoming, 
Yet nips no bloom. 

** Hope brings me home when I'm abroad, 
Soon as the first step homeward's trod, 
In hope to Thee, my God ! my God ! 
I come ! I come !" 

Now the intention and object of the reli- 
gion of Jesus is not to dry up any stream of 
affection in our hearts, but to turn them all into 
another channel. And as hope in one shape or 
another animates every human breast, lie who 
knoweth our frame has mercifully placed it in 
the fore-front of Ilis glorious Gospel. 

In natural things the more sanguine our 
hopes are, the more joy they impart ; and Jesus 
offers to our longing souls the only " sure and 
certain hope^^ — ^the " full assurance of hope" — 
— " the hope of glory." 

And, we beseech Thee, give us that due 

SENSE OF ALL ThY MERCIES, THAT OUR HEARTS 
MAY BE UNFEIGNEDLY THANKFUL, AND THAT 
WE SHOW FORTH THY PRAISE, NOT ONLY WITH 
OUR LIPS, BUT IN OUR LIVES; 

It is not the bestowment of any new mercy 
that we ask or need, but a heavenly inspired 
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consciousness of what we do possess. " Know 
ye what I have done unto you?" said our bless- 
ed Lord to His apostles; and unless Jesus 
Himself open our eyes to see what He has done, 
and is continually doing for us, our hearts will 
never be unfeignedly thankful. 

But we pray further for an active as well as a 
sincere thankfulness, and it is to be feared that 
many deceive themselves by believing that their 
praise is unfeigned, who never show it forth but 
with their " lips." " Talk not of your thousands 
or twenty thousands," said a celebrated heath- 
en to his countrymen, " of those armies which 
appear so magnificent on paper only ; great and 
terrible your decrees, in execution weak and 
contemptible." 

It is an old saying, that all is not gold that 
glitters: and as the "brazen shields" of Eeho- 
boam were but base imitation of " the shields of 
gold which Solomon had made;" so the life- 
less lip-service of the mere professing Christian 
is but a miserable and worthless substitution 
for that unreserved dedication of both soul and 
body to the Lord, which is well expressed in 
the following clause : 

By giving up ourselves to thy service, 

St. Paul's exhortation on this subject is re- 
markably beautiful. He says to the Romans : 
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" I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mer- 
cies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto Grod, which is 
your reasonable service." 

Observe, it is by God's mercies that He be- 
seeches us and whoso has been divinely taught 
to consider the nature and number of these, 
must be convinced that our devotion to God's 
service is indeed our reasonable duty. In that 
future glorious time which is the burden of pro- 
phetic song, and the climax of Christian hope, 
it is declared that the Lord will put His laws in- 
to the "minds" and "write them upon the 
hearts" of His people : and thus it is implied 
that their intelligence, aflFection, and all their 
feelings and faculties will be engaged in His ser- 
vice, and in as far as we are enabled thus to 
consecrate them now^ our talents, natural and 
acquired, become so many reflectors for our 
light to shine before men. 

And by walking before Thee in holiness 
and righteousness all our days, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord; to whom with 
Thee and the Holy Ghost be all honor 

AMD GLORY, WORLD WITHOUT END. AmEN. 

Eighteousness in all its branches invariably 
follows hohncss, (or godliness,) and though 
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many right things may be done by a man who 
has not within him one particle of holiness, yet 
he who is really holy must necessarily be right- 
eous also. In asking that we may walk in 
these blessed paths all our days^ we no doubt 
pray against apostasy and backsliding, but there 
is a view of this clause which it is devoutly to 
be wished every youthful supplicant would un- 
derstand and embrace. May we not look upon 
it as a prayer for early devotion to God; and if 
so, how awful is the consideration that among 
the many who are in the habit of repeating this 
prayer with their lips, few can be found whose 
heartfelt desire is to give all their days to their 
God : on the contrary, the greater part of the 
young and happy would fain enjoy " the lust of 
the flesh and the lust of the eyes, and the pride 
of life," before the fear of death induces them 
to oiBfer Him the remnant of their wasted exist- 
ence. But, thanks be unto God, there are some 
who, though still in life's early dawn, can sin- 
cerely pray that they may devote all their days 
to Him whom their souls love ; feeling that the 
longest life is too short to show forth all His 
praise. " God, thou art my God, early 
will I seek thee," is their fixed determination, 
and their prayer is, " Oh ! satisfy us early with 
thy mercy, that we may rejoice and be glad all 
our days." To such hearts the voice of God's 
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Spirit echoes these comfbrtiable words : " Those 
that seek me early shall find me." And oh I 
on what a vantage-ground does the youthfiil 
Christian stand ; he sees, and altogether avoids, 
many dreadful temptations and sins, the recol- 
lection of which causes in those who are called 
later into 'the Lord's vineyard many a bitter 
pang to the end of their days. Then 

*' Happy if full of days— but happier far, 
If, ere we yet discern life's evening star, 
Sick of the service of a world that feeds 
Its patient -drudges with dry chaff and weeds, ? 
We can escape from custom's idiot sway. 
To serve the Sovereign we were bom to obey. 
Touth has a sprightliness and fire to boast, 
That in the valley of decline are lost, 
And virtue with peculiar charms appears. 
Crowned with the garland of life's blooming years. 

A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM. 

Almighty God,* who hast given us grace 

AT this time, with ONE ACCORD TO MAKE OUR 
COMMON SUPPLICATIONS UNTO THEE ; 

There are three things, which it will be use- 
ful to notice in the above sentence. First, it is 

♦This prayer, it will be observed, does not close as the 
Church prayers usually do in the name of Jesus Christ. The 
reason is, that it is at' once addressed to Jesus Himself as the 
Almighty God. — Am. Ed. 
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implied that the grace of prayer must be given 
us of God, and consequently that real prayer 
cannot be offered without His influence. Sec- 
ondly, the declaration that with one cuccord we 
have supplicated Him, leads us to reflect on the 
enjoyment of the communion of saints, and on 
the privilege of public Liturgical worship. In 
the words of an elegant writer : " It is not only 
in this house, in which you assemble, that in all 
its parts it is socially performed ; the same pray- 
ers and praises, in the same words, are offered, 
perhaps at the same time, with the same faith, 
by ten thousand tongues, to the same God and 
Father of all. From all parts of the globe, the 
Amen resounds which you utter ; and the Dox- 
ology is raised in which you are here called to 
bear a part. It is not in this age only in which 
you live, that this service conveys the devotions 
of Christians to heaven ; in some of its ejacula- 
tions the first disciples breathed their praises 
and their wishes to the most High. Its collects 
have, many of them, for many hundred years, 
been the vehicle of the public devotions of the 
Church ; and upon some of its apostrophes has 
the last breath of distinguished martyrs trem- 
bled, whose piety during their lives was refresh- 
ed with its hymns and its psalms." Thirdly, 
In saying " our common supplications^^ we are 
reminded that all ranks and degrees of men 

11* 
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have many similar wants with one another, and 
the truth that " all we are brethren" is forcibly 
impressed upon our minds. 

And dost promise, that when two or 

THREE are gathered TOGETHER IN THY 

Name, thou wilt grant their requests : 

We here plead a promise given by Christ 
Himself: an unrepealed and unconditional prom- 
ise. In the eighteenth chapter of St. Matthew 
we read : " Again I say unto you, that if two of 
you shall agree on earth as touching any thing 
that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of 
my Father which is in heaven, for where two 
or three are gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midst of them." 

Fulfill now, Lord, the desires and 
petitions of Thy • servants, 

"We have joined with one accord in asking 
for common blessings, (that is, blessings that we 
all need in common,) but wonderfully compre- 
hensive as our service is, there are desires in al- 
most every heart which are not embodied (or 
rather specified) in its petitions. For as no two 
human countenances are exactly similar, so, 
from a variety of circumstances and disposition, 
no two sotdfi have precisely the same longings 
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and desires ; though the prayers in which the 
congregation join, are in the main equally ex- 
pressive of the wants of each member. How 
thankful then should the children of God be, 
that in this closing prayer they are invited to 
lay their desires as well as their petitions upon 
the altar of Him, by whom they are wafted to 
heaven with the incense of His own interces- 
sion.^ 

* A thought akm to this, but somewhat different, is here 
suggested. It is sometimes the case that the sincere Christ- 
ian, even the most spiritually-minded, struggles through the 
whole service, unable to realize the spirit of prayer. A sad 
hardness has been about his heart. He does not excuse him- 
self in this. He feels guilty because of it, and is disturbed 
and unhappy. This, however, he knows — ^this he is conscious 
of, that throughout the prayers there was present with his la- 
boring heart a struggling of desire to pray. Imprisoned in 
spirit, as he has felt himself to have been, yet there have been 
the " sighings of the prisoner." Here, then, in this conclud- 
ing prayer, the Church has incidentally provided relief, so to 
speak, for the burdened Christianas heart. He may not be 
able to say, fulfill the '* petitions," for he feels he has hardly 
presented a single one, though conscious of a sincere and per- 
petual effort to have done so ; yet this he can say, fulfill the 
^* desires'' of Thy servant, the desires that have been in the 
deep of my heart, an under-current struggling on beneath the 
dull heavy waters. That passage of the tenth Psalm is in this 
view full of rich assurance : ^' Lord, thou hast heard the de- 
sire of the humble, thou wilt prepare their heart, thou wilt 
cause thine ear to hear." — Am, Ed, 
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As MAY BE MOST EXPEDIENT FOR THEM ; 

He only can judge of their expediency who 
sees " the end from the beginning," and has 
traced out from all eternity the whole plan of 
our mortal life. For as an artist can only pre- 
serve his picture in keeping, by refusing to in- 
sert what every ignorant bystander proposes, so 
wisdom and mercy alike bind our Father to 
deny our request, when what we ask would in- 
terfere with His perfect arrangements concern- 
ing us. Yet He always gives a succedaneum ; 
for what He withholds, He oflFers Himself; as of 
old, when He ordained that the Levites should 
have no inheritance in Israel, He said, "lam 
their inheritance." Often is a Christian amply 
repaid for the continuance of some pressing 
affliction, or the refusal of some earthly blessing, 
by the increased nearness of Jesus to his soul, 
and the more sensible enjoyment of His pres- 
ence. And even when the Lord answers not, 
faith enables the believer to say, "Thou hast 
heard my voice," and often is he enabled to 
add: "Thou drawest near; in the day that I 
called upon thee, thou ^aidst, fear not." 

Granting us in this world knowledge 

OF THY TRUTH, 

The knowledge of God makes our days upon 
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eartli " as the days of heaven," and of every de- 
voted Christian, it may be truly said in the 
words of a celebrated poet : 

" Eia heaven commences ere the world be past.*' 

It may be compatible with our Father's ten- 
derest love, and our highest happiness, for Him 
to deny us many of our desires and petitions ; 
but for the knowledge of His truth, we may ask 
confidently and unconditionally, for it is indis- 
pensable to our happiness, and His mercy. His 
love, and His very justice being implicated in 
giving His Holy Spirit (the teacher of all truth) 
to them that ask, we are justified in saying, tHat 
He will not refuse this request, because He can 
not deny Himself. 

And in the world to come, life ever-^ 
LASTING. Amen. 

" This is the promise that he hath promised 
us, even eternal life." " Glory, and honor, and 
immortality," (ingredients in that cup of bless- 
ing which we call eternal life,) are '* the gifts of 
God," "through Jesus Christ our Lord," and 
God enables His people to " lay hold of eternal 
life" in this world, or, to use another Scriptural 
figure, to secure the reaping of life everlasting, 
by sowing to the Spirit now. 
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But if in glancing over the field of the world, 
we are to calculate upon the " harvest" by our 
observations on the "seed-time," in what an 
awful light must we view the delusive employ- 
ments of the greater part of those who profess 
to be our fellow-laborers. For while in natural 
things they are wise enough to know, that he 
who sows tares can not expect to reap wheat, 
and that he who sows a grain of com, would be 
mad indeed to look for an oak ; yet such is the 
infetuation of the children of this world, that 
many of these look forward to " reaping" of the 
" Spirit,'' while their whole lives are employed 
in " sowing to the flesh." They hope to enter 
into life eternal, though utterly unable to give 
any reason for the hope that is in them, unless 
it be the false view they take of the mercy of 
God. To show the fallacy of this view, we 
need only here refer to a Psalm, the poetic 
beauties of which are often expatiated on by 
those who entirely overlook the great doc- 
trines it establishes. In the 136th Psalm, we 
read among some of the proofs that "God's 
mercy endureth forever," that "he emote 
Egypt in their first-bom," that "he overthrew 
Pharaoh and his host in the Eed Sea," that He 
" smote great kings," and " slew mighty kings," 
from which we may infer, that His mercy will 
be equally magnified, when those modem ene- 
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mies of His whom the opposers of Israel typified, 
shall be brought and slain before Him, and that 
it is as certain and wonderfully manifested, 
when the wicked are turned into hell. 

But to His believing people. His covenant 
mercy is exhibited, by remembering them in 
their low estate, and redeeming them from the 
hand of their enemies; by saving them from 
their distresses, when they cry unto Him ; by 
spreading over them His banner of love ; and 
finally, by bestowing upon them the kingdom 
"which he has prepared for them from the 
foundation of the world." 

The ideas we form of everlasting life, (even 
from divine revelation,) must necessarily be in- 
adequate, owing to our imperfect perception of 
sjnritual things during our continuance in the 
flesh. The most favored, and apparently, the 
most enlightened of the apostles, declared, " It 
doth not yet appear what we shall be," but 
those in whose hearts God hath taken up His 
abode, are abundantly satisfied with the single 
promise of being "forever with the Lord." 
And though they look not for their full con- 
summation and bliss untU the resurrection of the 
body, they are, nevertheless, ready to depart in 
peace at the voice of their Beloved, because He 
has clearly revealed to them that to be " absent 
from the body," is to be " present with the 
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Lord." And the experience they even now 
have of His love, assures them, " that in his 
presence is fullness of joy, and at his right hand 
there are pleasures for evermore." 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of god, and the fellowship 

t 

OF THE Holy Ghost, be with us all ever- 
more. Amen, and Amen. 
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